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WHAT SHOULD AN ENGINEER KNOW OF
LAW?

It is expected of all engineers that they know a little

of everything and some one thing well. How much

.should the engineer know of law?

In this day of specialization, a little knowledge is a
dangerous thing, but the engineer ignorant of pro-
cedure, the rights of vested interest, or the principle of
contracts, is very apt to cause himself and his clients
much trouble.

An engineer, himself a specialist, will not attempt
to be his own lawyer. But he will know something of
common and civil law.

Common law is the crystallization by statutes and
court decisions of the customs that relate to the dealing
of man with man, and represents the experience of the
ages. It establishes the basis for determination of the
rights and duties in regard to ownership and contracts.

In addition to a knowledge of these fundamentals
the engineer requires specific information as to the legal
limits of his authority, duties, liabilities, rights and
privileges. Usually, he is an agent, and he should know
how far his actions will bind his principals.

In dealing with labor the engineer frequently has to
face the problems of conspiracy, injunctions and property
protection. In such cases he will not often have an op-
portunity to consult a lawyer, but must act quickly, and
to be accurate he must have knowledge. His university
curriculum was too crowded to pay much attention to
legal matters. But during the first few years after leaving
college he will have an opportunity for reading, and
should then improve his knowledge of law. We should
not be afraid of growing too learned.
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THE NEW HYDRAULIC AND THERMO-DYNAMIC
LABORATORIES, TORONTO UNIVERSITY.

The opening of a new building at Toronto Univer-
sity on January 2oth was a successful function, but it is
very unfortunate that the Board of Governors could not
see their way clear to make a grant so that the Faculty
of Applied Science and Professor Robert W. Angus
might make known to the manufacturers and engineers
the kind of instruction they were prepared to give in the
departments of Hydraulics and Thermo-dynamics, the
extent of their equipment, the opportunities for practical
tests and practical instruction, and the endeavor that is
being made to give a course for students in engineering
such as the engineer and not the schoolmaster would
approve.

A university that for the year ending June, 1909,
can spend over six thousand dollars on items that are
fairly chargeable to advertising account could surely

spare a few hundred for the opening of a large new



