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and that brethren might offes suggestions of such

sus s they thougm desirable, these sug-
oo wnetaons uave o been fecousutered,
an at docwment as amended wall be submitted
1o yout adoption.

Siue the last meeting of the Grand Lodgel
nave officially vissted nearly all the Lodges in this
pact of the proviuce, and i every wnstance my
teception was most hand and fraternale I would
take this opportunity of c:xrnesll%' impressmg upom
those Lrethren who way hereafter fill hugh posi-
tions in Grand Lodge, the necessity and umpor-
tance of paymg frequent visits to the subordinate
Lodges, which will not ouly have the eflect of
drawing still closer the bonds of brotherhood, but
will also satisfy those brethren whose Jot has been
cast in the more distant and less settled parts of
the Province, that we take a deep aad lively inter-
est in their masome welfare and happiuess, and
that they are indecd members of that great mystc
fratermity, which has cndured forages and extends
its benefits to the remotest regions of the world.

In the course of my masomec tour I observed
with regret that there cxisted a great diversity in
the wosking of the various Lodges, and conceiving
that one uniform system of work 1s essential to
the well bemng of the craft, I would strongly re-
commend to your serious consideration whether
that object would be Yest secured by hrst dectding
which system of work uow n use shutt be perma-
nently adopted, and then promulgating 1t by Lodges
of instruction or by appuinted lecturerss, or by any
other means you may approve. Before quitting
this subject 1 would ‘suggest that the Committee
which you may appoint to decide on the mede of
work to be followed by the craft in Cunada, should
be requested also to take into consideration and
1eport upon the propriety of adding the ¢ mark”
to the “ fellow eral’s” degree. [t has long been
my opinion that the mark is not propesly a part
of the **arch” degree but belongs to the second
degree, and a simtlar view of the subject appears
now o have been taken by the Grand Lodge of
England as well as by several other Grand
Lodges.

‘The subject of numbering our subordinate
Lodges will also claim your aitention during the
present session, ‘L'his 1s a matter of some im-
portance, and though not unattended with diffi-
culty, { entertain no doabt but that a careful in-
vestigation of the subject by a Special Committee
will result in a satisfactory conclusion.

I desire warnnly to congratulate you upon the
prompt and heaity recogmtion arcorded us by the
Most \\’oxshigful the Grand Lodge of Ireland. As
a large number of the subordinate Lodges now
affiliated with this Graud Lodge were formerly
working under warrants from the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, the action of that grand bady was
looked for with much solicitude by us all, and the
traly fraternal manaer in *hich the expression of
our masonic feelings were .«procated by them,
binds us shill closer in that bond of brotherly love
which [ trust will remain unbroken and unstrained
so long as the sun and the moon shall endure.

A number of Grand Lodgesia the United States,
also, have already, in the most fraternal spirat,
acknowledged the correctness of our masonic po-
sition, whilst a few others have delayed_their re-
cogmtion, out of courlesy to the Grand Lodge of
England, waiting unt! an opimon had been ex-
pressed "y that Grand Lodge. 1 am not disposed
to coidemn the extreme caution exercised by that
portion of our sister Grana Lodges i this matter,
but will merely say, that whilst the Grand Lodge
of Enguand is looked up to by Canadian masons
with sentiments of the highest respect and re-
aard, and whilst her approvaiof the step we have
taken will be hailed by all with dehght and saus-
faction, we do not for a moment admit that her
dectsion n the matter can in any way affect the
fegahty of our position. ‘The correctness of our
course has been clearly demonstrated by many of
the most disinguished, and best informed, of ma-
sonic writers and authonties, and although by
some parties our proceedings have been condemn-
ed, | bave neither met nor heard of a single instance
n which any but worthless and specious argu-
ments have been adduced against the correctness
of our action, or our present constitutional position.

The present meeting of Grand Lodge has been
deferred beyond the appointed time, in the hope
that T should have been able to lay before you the
reply of the Grand Lodge of England to our Ad-
dress, I regret, however, to say that up to this
time no communication has been received. We
must,therefore, confidently hope, that the true spirit
of masonry which has cver prominently distin-

uished the Grand Lodge of England, will so
ﬁirect their counsels at their next meeling, that
they will approve the action we have taken for
the secunity and benefit of the craftin this Pro-
vince, reciprocate the sincerely fraternal feelings
we entertain towards them, and recognize with
cheerful satisfaction, theiv sister Grand Lodge of
Canada. I would strongly recommend that until
the decision of the Grand Lodge of England
shall have been reccived, the course which has
hitherto been pursued fowards the members of
those Lodges which have not yet affilisted with
us should be perseveied in, and that we should
continue all fraternal offices to those brethren
whose conscientious scruples have deterred them
from at once joining with us in the establishment
of un independent Grand Lodge, feeling assured
that when the justice of our cause has become
fully understood, the Grand Lodge of Canada will
reunite under its banner the whole masonic fra-
termty of the Province.

I observe by the report of the proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of New York, in June last, that
the M. W. Joseph D. Evans, the Grand Master, in
his address to the Grand Lodge stizmatises us as
a spurions Grand Lodge and pronsunces us as
schismatic and rebethous. He even goes farther
than this, and presumes to censure the action
of those distinguished Grand bodics,who have ac-
knowledged our masonic existence and positjon us
an mdependent Grand Lodge.

We have strong reasons for believing thrt the
course taken by Bro. Evans was induced by a cir-
cular recently issued by the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Canada West, wherein it is asserted that
the statements contained in our Address to Grand
Lodges are not borne out by facts; and this charge,
or rather ingentously arranged misrepresentation,
sup{»ortcd by further misrepresentions of parties
well known to you to ba actuated by personal and
interested motives, and to Le he agents of the
Provincial Grand Lodge, has doubtless misled the
Grand Master of New York. 1 trust we are
warranted in the conclusion that the observations
of Bro. Evans were made in ignorance of the
principal facts comtected with our recent move-
ments, forit would, indecd, be painful to me,and 1
cannot adopt the only other alternative and belicve
that any statement of a Brother holding the bigh
posiion of Brother Evans amongst the masons
of New York, could have been made with an utter
disregard of truth.

This circular of the Provincial Grand Lodge is
the first case that has come before me of any one
having openly dared to dispute the truth of any
statement contained 1 our Address, which, with
a desire that our case should become thoroughl
known, was cxtensively circulated all over this
continent. And the first I knew of the existence of
the Circular, which appears to have been carcfully
concealed trom us, was a lew days since when a
distinguished Brother, and leading member of the
Grand Lodge of Bouth Carolina, informed me that
such a Circular had been addressed to them.
Since my arrival in this City a copy has been put
mnto my hands and 1t will presently be laid before

ou. Had it not been for this evidence ¥ would not

ave belicved thatthe «¢ Officers™ wwho still cling
to the Provincial Grand Lodge would have des-
cended to calumniate our proceedivgs, which they
well know to have been taken on calm reflection,
with strictly conscientious motives, and in perfect
accordance with the principles of the Constitution
of Freemasonry.

In addition to the 2000 miles which Lhave tra-
velled, exclusively on masonic business, in the
Province, since our last meeting, 1 retarned last
week from a visit to Kentucky, which jovolved a
Jjourney of 2000 miles more. I visited the Ken-
tucky brethren on their special invitation, and
with a desire to make the acquaintance of the

leading members of our order in the neighbouring
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Republic, and I cannot find words to express the

ratification I experienced from the kind and fra-
ternal welcome with which [ was received, and
the pleasure and advantage I denived from the
intercourse with the brethren whom 1t was my
good fortune to meet. These honors and atten-
tions 1 reccived as your representative, and 1t
gives me great pleasure lo communicate the fact
10 you.

l):lesire torecommend to your favorable consider-
ation that important undertaking to wiich our
distinguished Brother Robert Morris has devoted
so much time,abilsity, and capital. [ allude to lns
sepublication of standard masonic works. By the
labour and enterprise of Brother Morns in placing
withia the reach of all a fund of masenic inforimas
tion, not only in the publication referred to, but
also in the valuable periodical conducted under his
auspices, a flood of masonic light has been bestow-
ed upon the craft of inestimable benefits to the
masons of the present day, and which was quite
unknown to our masonic progenitors.  There are
many other masonic periodicals deserving your
warmest supporst, and Brethren desirous of becoms
ing intelligent working masons, should avail
themselves of the opportunty of acquiring the
valuable inlormation thus placed within their
reach. I cannot quit this subject without express-
ing the great pleasure I experienced, on the recaipt
of the 1st number of an ably conducted masonic
sheet, published in Moutreal under the utle ot The
Canadian Mascnic Pionecr. The spirit and enter-
prise displayed by our Montreal brethren i origi-
natling this periodical, entitles them to the grau-
tude of the craft; and well-knowing that it is to
be conducted by some of the best informed masons
in tho Province, we may look forward with confi~
dence to its becoming an invaluable disseminator
of masonte light and truth.

Before concluding my udiress I desire to express
my high appreciation of the valuable services
rendered to the Grand Lodge and to the cralt gene-
rally, by our estcemed brother the RW Dr Bernard,
the Deputy G. Master.  His unwearied exertions,
his unaring energy, his talents and his time, have
been freely and cheerfuliy devoted 1o advance the
interest of the Grand Lodge,and entitle him to our
grateful thanks.  In these remarks I feel assured
that I express the feclings of the Grand Lodge.

W. M. WILSON, G.&1.

On motion of R. W. Bro. Stephiens, secouded by
R. W, Bro. Bellhouse, the Grand Master appointed
the following brethren a Commitice to consider
and 1¢port on the various subjects embraced n his
Address, R. W. Bro. Stephens, W. Bro. Osborne,
W. Bro. Abbott, Bro. O’Brien, and Bra, Martn.

Dispcnsulions granted by the Grand Master for
the following Lodges, were then confirmed and
warrants ordered :—

On motion of RW. Bro. W. B. Sumpson, se-
conded by R, Bro. Jas. Daniells, for St. Au-
drews Lodye, Caledonia.

On motion of RW, Bro. Jas. Damiells, seconded
by VW. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, for Kilwinnmng
Lodge, London.

On_motion of W. Bro. J. Rolfe, seconded by
YWB. Bro. Abbott, for Rehoboam Ledge, ‘l'oronto.

On motion of RW. Bro. A. Bernard, seconded
by RW. Bro. Simpson, fos St. Francis Lodge, del-
bourne.

On motion of VW. Bro. Isaacson, seconded by
Bro. Martin, for Jacques Cartier Lodge, Montreal.

On motion of V. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, se-
conded by W. Bro. Barker, for St. Johns Lodge,
Ingersoll.

On motion of RW. Jas. Daniells, seconded by
W. Bro. Rolfe, for King Lodge, King.

On motion of W Bro. David Brown, seconded by
W. Bro. J. Taylor, for Alma Lodge, Galt.

On motion of RW. Bro. Simpson, scconded by
W. Bro. Salmony, for Victoria Lodge, Sherbrooke.

A petitien from brethren in Kingston for a war-
rant to form a Lodge to be called the Cataraqu
T.odge, was then read, and on motion referred by
the Grand Master to a Committce consisting of
R. W. Bros. Bernard, Stephens and {saacson.

The Grand Lodge called off from Jabor to re«

{reshment and resumed its sitting at & o’clock.,
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