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in the political change, rendered the
Province cf Quebee, in one senso uni-

=cupa (masonically) territomy ai-
hogithe Grand Lodge of Canada

olaimed juriediction over it, excepting
those lodges that Aiad elected. to, re-
main under the obedience of the Grand
Lodges of England ana sootland.

Our Quebec brethron in 1869, fol.
lowing the example of the Canadian
brethren in 1855, forme the present
Grand Lodge of Quebea, claiming
jurisdiction over the then and now
Province of Quebea; but, dietinctly
bear in mind, that she assume none
,of their (Canada) liabilities, tràdes or
agreements, or was in any way heirs.
at-iaw, of the Grand Lodge of Cana-
da, being formed from, territory that
was in no way dependent upn or
rendering allegiance, politically dr
-otherwise, to the Grand Ludge of Ca-
nada or the Province of Ontario.

The Grand Lodge of Canada re-
fnsed ber recognition, ana then foi-
Iowed a long, bitter contest, until
1874, when matters were brouglit to
a peaceful termination, ana the
Grand Lodge of Canada recognized
the Grand Lodga of Quebec as a legal
Grand Lodge, and instructed her sub.
ordinate lodges within the Province
of Quebec to render ailegiance to the
,Grand Lodge of Quebee, and from
that time until the preeent time, there
.?as been notbing te disturb the bar-
niony existing between the two Grand
.Lodges.

After the difficnlty with the Grand
Lodge of Canada had terminated, the
Grand Lodge of Qnebec, ini 1875,
again, souglit recognition from thG
Grand Lodge of England. The
Grand Lodge of Englandl assented te
snob recognition on the eame terms
accorded te ana accepted. by the
-Grand, Lodge of Canada. This
proposition the Grand Lodge of
~quebec declined to accept, and recog-
nition was nlot granted.

From the formation of the Grand
Lodge of Quebeo until tbe present
day, our Quebec.brethren have left no
atone unturnedl to bring about a

peaceful solution of the vexed ques-
tion. She hias pleae, coaxed, and
done everything. that coula bo doue,
but of ne avail.

At the session of the Grand Lodge of
Québeo, January 80 and 81, 1884, the
Grand MasterwaspoWrîtiveIy instruot'.
ed. te once more appeat te the Grand
Lodge of Flngland te recail the chr
ters of those tbree lodges, and incae
she refusedT, after due nbtification,
tu issue-au ediet of non.rntercourse
against those three lodges. The ap-
peai ana notification was duly ana
courteously made; the Grand. Lodge
of England peremptoraiy cdeclined te
withdrftw from the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Quebeo, and on
January 1, 1885, the Grand Master.
in obedience to tbe commande of the
Grand Lodge, iesued bis, ediot, sever-
ing intercourse wildh thesa malcontent
lodges, and at the annuel session of
the Grand Lodge of Quebec, hela
January 28 and 29, 1885, tbe acte of
the Grand Master were fully endors-.
ed, and lie was re-elected as Grand
Master.

The question involved in the con-
troversy 15 one that directly concerna
every Amerîcan Grand Lodge, and we
are now called upon te decide whetber
the Grand Bodies of Quebso shail or
shall not have exclusive juriadiction
within their own territorial limite?

The Grand Lodges of bte unitea,
States bave fuily endorsed the dogme.
of exclusive Grand Lodge Sovereignty,
as well as the question, as te the ille-
gality of lodges that refuse to render
allegiance to, the Grand Liodges ini
whose territory they may exisit, as in
the case cf New Mexico vs. Missouri.
We are now asked to accord the same
position te our sister Grand Lodge of
Quebeo, as we maintain within our
own Grandl Loages.

For one, I sayj grant ber that po-
sition; allow lier te be the supreme
authority within lier own jurisdictiozà,
exhaust every known peaceful mea-
sure flrst, and then if tLhese, fail, let fier
assert bier riglits with those that defy
lier authority.


