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THE 0ANADIAN ORAFTSMAY,

vy is founded must bo promotivy of

rivate virtue and public prospority,.

shall elwaye be happy to advance
the interests of the society and to bo
considered & deserving brother.”

As indioated by these approving
words the miasion of the Masonio in-
stitation is to promote the general
welfare, and with this end in view it
establishes its standards all along the
wey of social interests and human
progress. It does not seek merely to
instract and morally elevate its own
membership, bat to communicate in
broader lines some teaching of knov-
ledge of trath. Itinculcates a be-
nevolence that is of world-wide ex-
tent, and so recognizes the claims of
human brotherhood, reaching far be-
ﬁ(fmd the lines of its own organioc

e.

Having this character—these de-
finite aime and tendsncies—there
need seemingly be no mistake as to
the position which the Masonic insH-
tution ought to oceupy, or as to what
shonld be its rightful course of pro-
cedure. The foundation 18 a good
one and ought not to be departed
from. The fathers planned wisely
and well. IExhibited an admirable
forecnst in what they put in and in
what they left out of the Masonic
system. Perhaps they builded more
wisely than they knew. At any rate,
they established wholesome rcles and
plediged themselves to abide faithful
thereto; and so their successora have
been pledged even to the prerent
time., There has always been a
solemn warning against innovation.
In the ancient charges, rer d to every
Master of a lodge in the installation
ceremony, this obligation has plase:
“You admit that it is not in the
power of any man, or body of men,
to make innovation in Masonry.”
Thus it is provided, not only that the
ritual of the craft shall be preserved
intact, but, also, that the original
functions and purposes of the institu-
tion should be observed. There is
certainly as munch need of maintain-

Mesonxy—its pyopar perconality~—ad
of rigidly adhoring to tho old forvaue.
larieg im regnrd to governmoni oud
ceremony.. All tha csnontial cheraae
toristios of Masonry deserve to bo
rauked together as landmnrks,

That there have coma divergercies
from the original plon ocannot ho
denied. These changes anc modifica-
tions .re in some cases unimpevtant
—in some ingiances helpful to genvine
Masonry, and only what might have
been counted nponin the natural evolu-
tion of the system,and its better appli-
cation to the conditions of a progres-
sive humanity. There are, however,
departures from the ancient law and
praclice of the craff which can only
be denominated as unwise diver-
gencies. They run contrary fo the
first principles of the order and tend
to destroy its usefulness.

It is ir South Africa and on the.
continent.of Europe thgt we witness
the most and the worst of such sad
divergencies, There innovation has
crept in to an alarming degree, set-
ting aside the ancient practice in ve-
gard to ceremonial and symbolism,
and changing almost the entire chax-
acter of the institution. Thus it has
come about that in some of those
countries it seems to be wholly for-
gotten thai Masonry was established
on the 1dea of an entire exemption
from political and religious contro-
versy, for the ambitious brethren who
there have control of the order, use it
unhesitatingly to promote polivical
intrigue and to advance their selfish
schemes of one sort and another.
Perhaps they use it against the churelt
or some objectionable system of faith
or philosophy; perhaps they make if
an upholder of a certain school of re-
formers in society or sceptics inm
religion; perhaps they invoke its
power to sustain or break down an
administration in powes, or, possibly,
they seek to dissipate its practical
power by clothing it in a garb of weal
sentimentality, so disguising its fea-
tures of well-established ufility and

ing the ancient character and aims-of | blessing.



