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iLy if; founded mnEt be 'rornot!v9 of.j

ïrivate virtue a ad ubitl' sprt,
iShan (Il*ayB be ha.ppy te advanoe'

týe intgrests oî the Society rind te be
cenaiereà a deserving brother."

As indiornted by t 'hese approvinig
worcls the mission of the lt4asonio in-
fititrutien is to prornoto the general
,welfare, and with this end, în view .ît
eâtablishes its sitandards3 ail along the
wvay of Social intereste ana huma»
pregres. It dos net seek merely te
instruot and morally elevate its own
maembersbip, but te 'communicate in
broader Unes some teaohiug of know-
ledge of truth. It inoulcates a be-
nievoIence that is of world-wide ex-
tent, ana se recognizes the o1airlis of
human brotherhood, reaching far be-
yond the Unes or its ewn organie
life.

Having this character-these de-
firite aime ana tondroies- there
need seemingly be ne mistake ag to
the position which the Masenie ins"î.
tution enght to occnpy, or as to whaIýshQnld be its rightful course of pro-
cedure. The foundetion îe a good
one ana ouglit not to be départe
frein. The fathers plannedl wisely
and well. Exhibited an admirable
forecast in what they put in and in
what they left out of the Masonic
systein. Perhaps they buiided more
wisely than they knew. At aüy rate,
they established wholesome ruies and
pledged theinselves to abide faithful
thereto; ana se their ouceessors have
been piedged even to the prei7-nt
turne. There bas always been a
solemn warning against innovation.
In the anoient charges, ret d te every
Master of a Iodge in the installation
ceremeny, ibis obligation lias place:
"Yen admit that it is not ini the
power *of any man, or body of men,
te make innovation in.xasonry. i
Thus it is provided, net only that the
ritual of the oraft oamIl be presùrvea
intact, but, also, that the origin al
functions ana purposes of thé institui-
tien. shoula be observed. There is
certainly as muoh need ef maîntain-
ing the ancient charactor andà aima-of

Mas9n~X.y-I48 VYr"r pr;.ro=lty-.$~
of rigidly hritothe old forrau,
larieq i.4 tocrd te goveramo)nf rL,
coremony. - il the cDwontial ohztz,-
teristios of ùsoury doserve te bo
rauked together m, landmnrks.

That tiiere have corne divergenciez
from the orig"iurl plan cannot ba
denied. These changes ane- modifier-
tiens zre in some cases unimpevta»t
-in sone inastances helpfül te genuino
Masonry, and only what might have
been counted Àpon in the natural evolti-
tien of the system,and its better appli-
catien te the conditions. of a progres-
sive huxnanity. There are, however,
departureg from the ancient'law and,
practice of the craft, which can only
be denominated as unwise dliver-
gencies. They r-un contrary te the
first principls of the order and tend.
te destroy its usefulness.

It is iL, South Africa and Ô» the.
continent.of Europe thVt -we witnesa.
the most and the worst of sucli sa&
dlivergencies. There innovation lias
Icrept in te an alarming deg,,ree, set-
ting aside the ancient practice in re-
gard te ceremonial a-ad symbolisin,
and changing almost the entire, cha-
acter of the institution. l'hus it has
corne about that in some of thoge
countries it seenis te be wholly for-
getten that Masonxy wvas establisheil
on the idea of an entire exemption
from political and religieus contre-
versy, for the ambitieus brethren who
there have control. of the order, use it
unhesitatingly te promote poliideal
intrigue and te advance their selfish
schemes of one sort ana another.fPerhaps they use it against the churcli
Ior some objectionable system. of faith
or philosophy; perhaps they make, it
an upholder of a certain school of re-
formers in soeiety or sceptics in.
reilgion; perhaps they invoke itsr
power te sustain -n break down an
administration in power, or, possibly,
they seek te dissipate its practical
power by clothing it in a garb of -weak
sentimentality, se disguising its feta-

tures of well-establishedl utility an&


