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territorial linuits are coincide!n with
those of the State. Iii British North
Anierica-exelusive of Newfounidlanýd,
whicli remnains mnder the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodgtso tC Ue United
Kinigdoii-tliere are seven eart
and independent Grand lodges, ecach
with its territorial limits clearly eniough,
defined, but in Nova Scotia there is
*one lodgle, and in the Province of.
Quebec three lodges, which have
elected tu rernain in Lheir old allegianice
to the Grand Lodge of Eniglanid.
Turning our attention to the Craft at
the Antipodes, 've find one lodge in
New South Wales and one in Victoria.
stl remainiiv1g ini allegiance to the
Grand Lodge of England, and ini South
Auistralia one 'vhichi retains its con-
nection with the Grand l.odge of Ire-
land ; wvhile as showing that we adopt
towards othier Masonic powvers the
principle 've have laid down for our-
selves, there is in Cape Colon>' and ad-
joining territories a considerable body
of I)utch lodges under the adnin-k
tration of a Deputy Grand Mlaster, not-
withstanding that Cape Colony bias
been British territorv ever since thbe
early years of the present century.

Up to this point wve imagine that the
editor Of the CANADIAN CRAFTSNIAN
and ourselves %vould have been in per-,
fect accord;- indeed, wve do not see
that it is possible for exception to be
taken to what we have said thus far,
seeing that we have confined ourselves
wholly to statements of fact which are
incontrovertil)le. 'l'lie divergence, how-
ever, would l)egin fromi this point.
Our contemporary would lay it down as
a principle-or as lie lias before defsig-.
liated it, a Laeldi;,zark,-thaýt the mo-
nment a local Grand Lodge is estab-
Iishied, ail lodges situated witlîin the
territorial jurisdiction of suchi Grand
Lodge wiut acknowledge its so vereign-
t>' and enrol theniselves mnder its ba-
ner under penalty of heing declared
irregular or clandestine. As wve under-
stand it, the Anierican doctrine of
Exclusive Jurisdliction lays it down
that whien a local Grand Lodge lias
once been set up b>' a major.a>' of the

lodges located within a certain territory,
the lodges constituting the miiîority,
tbough. deriving their warrants from
the identical Grand Lodge or Girand
Lodges wlîich set up the na *jority,
cease, i.PSO facto, to have an>' will of
their own. They are no longer free
agents, nor have they the right to say-
%V'e derive our existence troi i the
Grand Lodge of England, Irelanid, or
Scotland, as the case ma>' be, we have
flourished under ber b-annter, wve desire
no change, rnuch less do wve wish for
a severance of the connection with our
pa.,rent G;rand Lodges. You claim the
right to secede and set up your own
Grand L.odge, and wve trust you miay
have before you a long and prosperous
future ; but wve claim, witbi equal right,
to remain as we are and as wve have
heen front the very outset of our exis-
tence. 'l'lie laws of the Grand Lodge
or I odges wvhich warranted us sanction
our adoption of this course, nor vill
those bodies accord )-ou recognition as
a, supremie authority unless you allow
us that freedom of action whichi you
are exercising for yourselves. But wer
demur crnphatically to the claims thus
set up iii favouir of this law of E\clu-
sive Jurisdiction. We say tliat iii the
formi which it is now soughit to give it:
no such general lawv lias ever existed in
Frecmnasonry. Lt niay or nîay niýt be
accepted as such among the Grand
Lodges of the United States, but it
does not followv that, if or because it is
so accepted, aIl the other Grand Lodges
ini the worîd must accept it likewise,
and so elevate it to the dignit>' of a
universal law of IN-asonry. Bro. Craw-
ley bias shown that the law of territorial
jurisdiction wvas enacted in the first
instance b>' the Grand Lodge:; of 'Eng-
land and Ireland, while the interpre-
tation placed upon the lawv b>' the
bodies wvhich enacted it has been con-
sistent>' the saine as shown hy Bro.'
Speth in the case of the Grand Lo dge
of the Nelherlands in 1770, and by !lhe
courseadopted by England and Ireland-
whien recognising the Grand Lodge of
Caniada imnd Grand Lodges of later
creation. As Bro. Crawley very per-


