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The Life of the Right Rer. Daniel Wilton, I).D. By the Rev.,
Javioh Wateman, M A Qvola.  (London. Yohn Murmy,
Reprinted by Gould and Lincoln.)

Daniel Wilson, Bishop of Calcutta and Mctropohitan of India,
war the son of n Spitalfichd’s »itk wmnufacturer, 1n early
youth he wae not enly ntlerly without religion, but mcurably
indolent . the fieet anahemng of the activity which aficrwards
formed s0 prominent an element in his character, was when
his tutor agid to him, ** Damel, yon arc not worth flogging, or
1 would flng you ™  After leaving seliool, he was bouml ape
prentice to his uncle, Willinm Wilson, wha was of the same
businese as hin father. ¢ le had but to fllow n the teack
already marked ont, saya Moo Bateman, * aud store of wealth
Iny at hisdeet ™ Ue wan not destined, however, to snk into
olixeurity am o mere sieccesful merchiant, A\ rovolution in his
inner life changed the whole conrse of s arcumatancea, e
deserilion the firsl yeare of his apprenticeship as a timo of
scepticism, depravity, and even profigney. But the atmoaphere
of religion was nround him ¢ hix mother had been n friend of
Whitticlds he “sat under ™ the famous preachers ef the day,
Ceeil and Romaine  and @ when he eame to nmeelfy” (which
event is very minutely deecribed,) his whole nnture underwent
a change.  He wrote ta Me, Eyre, lis former tutor, to Mr,
Newton (the friend of Cooper), and to his mother, every letier
being full to the brim of relt-nbaxement and Calvinism. At
length 1o wer hinown words * the burden falls off, ns did
Christinn’s.””  The question hen arose, what was to be his
future faith in life?  Commnerce had no longer any charms for
himg and his wholo inclination tended towards the ministry.
But his father had fixed him in business and espeeted him to
rewain MM it and his religious ndvisers, Newton, Rowland 1l
and Cecil, fuled to detect any peenlinr fitneas for the desired
vocation  Ultimately, however, in 1798, when he was just
twenty yenrs old, his father's consent was gained : he was
placed under the eare of tho Rev. Josiah Pratt, Mr, Cecil’s
curate, and #iv months diligent study enabled him to enter St.
Edmund’s Hall, Oxtord  His college course was marked by
very praiecworthy diligence, and was crowned with singular
success. In 1801, he gaived tho university prize for an
English ecasay . and il is rcarkable that as he finished
the public reading of it before the University, Reginald Heber
stepped into the poctrum to recite his prize poem of ** Palestine.”
Soon afterwards Lie was ordained to one of Mr. Cecil's curacies :
T wneried hie cousin Ann, danghter of the uncle to whom nne had
been apprenticed: and then returned to Oxford for a time as
tutor at St, Edmund’s Halt 10 1811 he came to London, and
preached at St Johu's Chapel, Bedford-row, a lmilding first made
famous by the celebrated Dr. Sacheverel.  Here his preachings
attracted great public attention 5 and of his sermons, his biogra-
phertells us, that, though long «* that was deemed no grievance ;"
aud that <0 wuch eare was bestowed upon their composition
that an examination of six or seven of them, chosen promis-
cuondy, shows long quotations from fifty-nine different anthori-
tics, rauging from Chrysostom, Cypriau, and Vitringa, to Butler
and Hooker  How prolific he was in sermons may be gathered
from the biogeapher's information, that before he went to 8¢,
John's Chupel he had preached six hundeed and forty sermons
and that whilst he was there he preschied one thousand one
hundred and cighty-seven.  To which is added a caleulation
that, during the whole of his carcer, he preached no less than
five thousard cight hundred and six times.  Iis audience at
St Johw's Chapel was a very influential one: among it were
Charles Grant, President of the Board of Control, Zachary
Macaulay aud his soun, the future historian, William Wilberforce
and his sor, the future Bishop of Oxford, Lord Calthotpe, and
Bishop Ryder ; nnd to use the words of his hiographer, “ He was

through lifc a man sct for the defence of the Gospel. Mr.
Simeon used to say that the Congregation were at his feete  All
felt his power,”  This ministeation Iasted untii 1824, when s
uncle and father-in-law presented him ta the liviug of Irlingtan
~then amral subuth which had < alept® for many years under
the care of a Dr. Stealinn.  Ite new rector speedily cffected a
transformation, and his marvellons activity made an imprezs upon
the parish which it has not lost to thin day.  In 1532 the news
of Bishop Turner's death arrived.  Therenpon Wilson wrote to
his fiend Mr, Grant, the President of the Bosd of Control,
urglug * the appointment of a wan of thorough and decided
pirty, of good talents, of amiable temper, and of some siation in
the Church,” The see was offered to Dr. Dealtey, to Chancellor
Raikes, aml to Archdeacon Hoare, and was by them rejected ;
whereupon Wilson, fearing **leet it should fallinty inferiorhands,™
offered himself for the place. It was a hold course to take; but no
donbt bie felt in his own iind that he wae the vers man whom he
lind dereribed.  He wanaccopted 3 and inless than threo months
was on his“way to Caleutta,  Onhis arrival, he began atonce to
show manifestations of tho vigorous activity of his character.
There was n long arrear of work to be performed, which had
accumnlnted since the death of his predecersor~—confirmations,
ordinationn, conxccrations, and the like—but the great sourco of
trouble appears to have been the chaplains, His biographer
applica s with abundant evidence of the manuer of his deals
ings with them, in the admonitions * T'o a carelcss Chaplain,”
* To an Offending Chaplain,” *To a Xoung Chaplain,” ** To
n Missionary, on Temper,” * To a Chaplain engaged ih Con-
tention,” and * To a Newly-Arvived Chaplain.”  He writes
thus, for example, to,an Indian Chaplain in 1852 ¢

“ Rev. Sir=Knowing that yonr own mind privately is fixed, aud hne

been for years, § did ot choore tn enter into communication with you
except in an official manner

T have only now to slate, that you are hereby required to abetain from
all the customns and habits to which the Venerable Archdeacon, knnwing
my mind, ohiected 8o properly.

* You ave not to turn your back on the people when reciting the creeds.
Yon are to presch in your black gown, sad not in your surplice. You
liave an organ and singers, who chant the Te Dewm, &c.. and ring n Paalm
or Hymn between the Litany and the Comnmunion Scrrice, you will direct
them to sing & Psalm or Hymn between the Communion Servics and the
Sermon also,  Yeu are not to yee the prayer for the Church militant,
except when the blessed oommunion is administered,  You are not to call
the Communion table an ¢ Altar)

“ The practice of this Dinceso {s not o be broken s upon by an indive-
dual clergyman, or lis private opinion.”

Of hia more Iaudable exertions we can say but httle here:
his visitations, his scrmons, and lastly the rearing of the ©al-
cutta Cathodral canriot be condensed into the brief space at
our dispossl. 1His last scrinon was preached on a day of
humilation for the Cawnpore massacre in 1857, o died Janu.
ary 2, 1858.

Such is a sketch of Bishop Wilson's life: it was the life
of a man of business whose activity employed itsclf, not in
mercantile calculations but in the duties of an Episcopats;
it was the life also of a man of piety, however wrang-headed
and obstinate, which cast the shadow of its influence wherever
it went. There are many points of greatness and many of weak-
ness.  He was what has sometimes been colled ¢ a great little
man.' Iisgreatucss lay in his zeal, his littlencss in his utter
want of toleration of any ideas but his own. He retaiucd the
theology of his carly years, and saw in the wrilings of Cecil,
Newton, Scott, and Milner the only allowable exposition of
faith or practice. The enquiry us to what tho Church taught
or commanded, scems ncrer to have forced itself on his mind;
assuming that Calvinism was Christianity, he merely looked
upon his position in the Church as affording him the means of
propagating it.

No wonder, therefore, that his tedious son-in-law and bio-
grapher has gathered together in these unwicldy volumes every

available felic of ao distingniskied a champion and confessor.



