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THE INSTRUCTOR.

ments, we find they rest on the same
basis ; their corner-stene is home., To
the questton, then, how can social en-
joyments be promoted 7 The angwer
tg—make your homes happy.

Let us suggest, then, somc thicgs
which may tend to promote the happi-
ness ot homa,

1. Each in the home circle must
have a benevolent spirit, or have a
disposition to make the rest happy. If
one be heedless of the wishes of the
others, but tenaciors of his own grati-
fication, he acts on a selfish principle,
which can sander all humar ties. A
benevolant spirit wilk 1sad to frequent
self-denin} for others’ good, and it is
the corner stone on which the happi-
aess of home must rest.

2. Avoid the pasitive causes which
tend to mar the peace of home. Every-
thing which will be likély to displease,
if unnecessary, should be avoided.
The huopiness of a day may be de-
stroved by u sinzle word or action,
and its repetizion may keep a family
in comstant turmoil. Small things
may embnter hfe. He whe would
knowingly give unneccessary pain is
wanting in humane feelings.

3. Each must have a fo bearing
spirnt.

No one, that knowa hime If, imag.
ines thst he i+ perfect, even 18 a soci-
al being. 1le needs the fzcbearance
of others, and Le must be willing to
extend it to them, I'o ask perfection
in others, when one has only impers
tectiolfs to give in return, 13 not a fair
excaange. Thkere will oftenbe differ-
ence of opinion, but there need be no
alienation of feeling. Let the judg-
went lean to the side of charity, and
what charity eannot eover, let forbear-
ance excuse,

4. Be reaiy to ask forgiveness.

Many are too little to do this. But
nothing can so stamp one’s eharacter
with the seal ¢l true greatness, asa
free, open, penitent acknowledgement
of a wrong, whenever it has been done
And when such spints are together,
harmony ' cannot long be broken,
though the house be small.
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3. Caltivate an open, communica—
tive spirit.

An open expression of thought and
feeling leads to a wider camparison of
views, to more intelligent judgments,
and to a knowledge of one another,
w! ich ranoves distrust, and forms the
only true basis of mutual confidence
and eympathy. Mwds cannot flow
into one another unless they know
cach other—unless they are open
and cotnmunicative. DMost suljecis
may be familiarly conversed upon.
At least, a spirit of reserve should be
avoided. [f characteristiz ot a family
in their relations to each other, it stops
the spontaneous outflowing of feeling
and thought; it deadens sywpathy,
chills affectton and thus breaks the
sweetest charm of home.

6. Another requisite is tho faithful
performauce of relative duties.

Every social relation involves cor.
responding social duties. Husbana
and wife, parent and child, brother
and sister, owe to each other respec—
tively the daties of these retations. It
is a fundamental law, in all the rela-
tionships of society, that they invelve
reciproca} duties which balonce one
another. And if a person sustain o
relation and neylect its duties, he vio-
lates the very prineiple of harmony
in the social system. He disowns his
own nature. He is worse than an
infidel.

7. Cuhtivate a relish for useful
knowledge.

Some of the family, at least, huve
leisure. Lot them so use 1t as to in-
crease the common stock of inowl-
edge. If a family dwell only on the
routice of daily affairs, or on events
of mere local importance, their minds
will want vigour and scope. The
hour of leisure will drag heavily.
Life will pass in a dul]l monetery.
Home wiil be wanting in attractive-
vess, But enlarge and elevate the
thougnts of home circle, and it will
give vigor to the intellect and fresh~
ness to the feelings; it will waken the
spirit of irquiry, prompt, to diligent
reading and study, and pour into the



