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woods, and got back about midnight to the rivulet where
we had left our disguised companions, where we carefully
concealed ourselves. Early in the morning, our disguised
men went down to the shore, making signals to the people of
the ship, in consequence of which a boat put off with six
sailors, two of whom landed with casks to take in water.
Our men held down their faces to avoid being noticed, pre-
tending to wash their hands; but on being spoken to by the
men in the boat, one of them desired them to come on shore 3
when alarmed by the strange voice, they put off. .We were go-
ing to fire upon them, but Cortes would not permit, and they
escaped. We thus missed our object, and returned to Villa
Rica, having procured six men as a reinforcement: to our

" small force.
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