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authority- for fo doing:: nor was the weather .
favorable for fuch an undertaking, -though it -
did not prevent the exercife of thofe friendly-dif- -
p.éﬁ_tion’s‘ n theESpﬁnim'coﬁlm'andaht, which he . e T
had before profefled. - He had ‘been fome time - ’ g
on the beach in”the rain before we anchored, v
for the purpofc of mfcantly af}‘ordmg us any
affiftance in his power to fupply. A meflage to-
this cfnawvas brought by three of thé native . - o -
“Indians who fpoke Spanith, and ‘who came on
board in'a canoe of- the ‘country ; which with
 another, | though perhaps the fame) feen crof-
fing the harbour the -evening we entered it,
were the only Indian veflels we had met with,

and were without eicceptiori the moft rude and
forry contrivantes for embarkation 1 had ever
beheld. The length of them was about ten -
feet, the breadth about three or four; they were
" conftructed of rufhes and dried grafs of a long
broad leaf, 'madc',x}p into rolls the length of the
canoe, the l;hjékc_:& in the middle,-and’ regularly - -
tapering to a point at each end. -Thefe are fo
- ditpofed, that on their ends being fecured and
lathed together the veflel is formed which bcmg
broadeft in the m1dd1c, and coming to a point at
each-extremity, goes with either end foremoft.
Thefe rolls are laid and faftened fo clofe to each
‘ _other, that in calm weather.and fmooth water I
~——believe them to be tolerably dry, but they ap-
‘ B4 » . peared
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