PREFACE.

TrE writer's main object in first commit-
ting to writing the following Notes was to
while away the many lonely and wearisome
hours which are the lot of the Indian trader ;—
a wish to gratify his friends by the narrative
of his adventures had also some share in
inducing him to take up the pen.

While he might justly plead the hacknied
excuse of being urged by not a few of those
friends to publish these Notes, in extenuation
of the folly or presumption, or whatever else it
may be termed, of obtruding them on the
world, in these days of “ making many
books;” he feels that he can rest his
vindication on higher grounds.  Although
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