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_ FIFTIETH YEAR

Almost Entire ”ﬁistrict Bot’l__nd_e.db'y Government, Fort, Broad and Trounce
‘Wiped e

Fire which apparently started in
the main aisle of the Government
street; departmental store of David|
Spenoer, iahd., last night practicall
wiped out the entire. block bound-
ed by Government, Fort, Broad
streets and Trounce avenue, the
estimated damage being ¢1,500,-
000.. The conflagation, which was
still in progress when the Colonist
went to press, is the greatest in
the history of the city.

The chief “sufferers and their
estimated ‘losses are as follows:
David Spencer, Ltd., building,
$200,000, stock $400,000; H. Young
& Co., building, $100,000, stock
$200,000; Five Sisters . block,
building and contents, $150,000;
Victoria Book & Stationary Com-
pany, building and contents, $100,-
000; various stores and ‘offices des-
troyed or damaged by water, with
heevy loss of stoek, the damage
variously estimated at between
$300,000 and $400,000.

After four hours desperate fight-
ing the.outbreak was brought un-
der contrel about 2,30 a.m. The

actual origin of the fire is & mystery
but it spparently started on one of

counters in

ncer bpil ins

nes. . To. loss. than an hout it

had eaten'its way into thesurround-
ing buildings. Abmidnight the Five
Sisters” bldek Was-ablaze. About
the same time it became apparent
that - the: premises- occupied by
H. Young &:Co. were dobmed.
The'damage was not confined to
the block in which - the fire origin-
ated. ' On: several oecasions the

Driard hotel ‘was- a‘blm,-—jwhiié
stores fronting the eastern side of}. .

Government street and the -South-
ern side of Fort street.  suffered
some -damage. ~ Telephonic “com-
munication was’ dls:ocated, - 1,500
lines being put out, of commission.
Owing to the flames still burn-
ing fiercely 'at '3 &mj it is imp
sible -to ' estimate, except in t
broadest way, the actual losses, ¥t
is believed that the premises occu-
pied by - the Times Printing and
Publishing Company are uninjured
by the flames, although they have
suffered throngh water. From the
outlook at the time of writing, the
entire Five Sisters block is gutted,
the premises of Henry Yéung and
Company, as well as those of D.
Spencer, Limited,. where the out-
break originated, being in ruins.
Two accidents marked the prog-
ress of the fire while there were
bundreds of narrow escapes.. Chisf

Davis of the fire department was|-

slightly injured through shattered
glass. His wounds were dressed
on -the spot and he continuedto|
lead the firefighting. A volunteer

named Ferris was cut in the leg by}
broken glass but his injury is not}

serious. ;
While the fire is well. under con-

trol there is still considerabledan-

ger from the ruined walls which-

may fall-at any time. The utmost
precautions are being taken to safe-

E. Watkins

No. 1111—Wm. Fozall,” photo-]
grapher; W. H. Langley, barrister;
also von Alvensleben, real estate.

No. 1109—Charlton & Co., 5, 10
and 15c¢ stove. % : :

No. 1107—Finch and Finch, hab-.
erdashery (total foss). el

No. 1108—Williams Drug Store
(total loss); Shaw, photographer.

No. 1101—Royal Bank (total

loss).
Broad Streéet.
W. R. Bownass, hardware store
and office building. Tenants: How-
ard Potts,’ J. L. Skene, E. C. B.
Bagshawe, Plummer & Rideout,
F. Coates, Hargreave. Mr. Bow-
nass' loss on stock, $12,000; partly
coverad. !

D. Spencer and Co.

Times newspaper (loss by water),

D. Spencer, stove and hardware.

~ Fort Street.

Five Sisters Block—A. W: Jones,
real estate office. :

C. H. Smith, picture framer and
p\Wo'odward’s florist store.
Western Union Telegraph office.
Five Sisters Block {upper floors):
ns, architeet;, Mason ang
igitors; Thomes R. Ho

‘Underwriters’ Associgtion.
W.R. Marsh," = "7
‘B.H. MeMillan. . % :

_" .f,umm‘e—“fﬂ‘ié'?’:‘

direction on the Broad Street side,
the Times building being. involved
in: the doomed area. It was only
about ‘now that the firefighters
who had been reinforced by the
arrival. of the Garrison forces
turned their attention to this part
of the block. Hose were run to
‘the roof, but all efforts were un-
availing, and shortly after mid-
night it was apparent that the en-
tire block would be gutted.
What looked like proving the
most: serious part of the disaster
occurred a' few minutes past twelve
o'clock, when the Five Sisters’
Block, which, althou h -always in
the most imminent danger, finally
became well ablaze. Within what
was apparently only a few seconds
the entire top storey was aflame.
Fire burst out; of every window on
Government street, and the wind,
at this time rising, carriéd showers
of debris into Fort street, while the
clond of sparks sweeping south-
wards over the city became denser
than ever. A
The interior of Spencer’s build-
ing, which had been collapsing in
places, again attracted considerable

00P-| attention, ‘the heavy *erashes at
e intervals marking the_collap

| beams, ceilings, rafters and-piles of|

char @gw ' The “enter walls|

se of

b Bz . b
possible at’ intervals'to ses. Broad.
street and the -men ‘engaged in’
fighting the flames on that side of

_ . Also a:number of roomers: who
occupied rooms and sbudios’ on the
‘upper floor. R

RN

Flames Spread _
‘With Fierce Speed

. The progress of the ﬁrpvgxig}xly_:
‘spectacular in ‘its every incident
was of .an_ appalling  charaeter.
‘The'spread-of ' the’ flames was're-

|mackable  for the fact that the|

wind carrying them along the top
stories:of “the buildings it-was ap-

‘fighters to locate the:-best point of
vantage on which to concentrate
the streams - of water. By 11
oclock it was apparent that the
building occupied by David Spen-
ver, Ltd, was doomed. The en-
‘tire structure was a seething mass
‘of flames. Whirling showers of
sparks and flaming debris were
borne by the wind in a southerly
direction, the thou;g.nds of specta-
tors dodging thesé as  they/Tell
o the ground littering the streets.
ing their. way into. the sur-
rounding ngs, the flames had
n all sides of the

possible to as-

would lay their

} across Broad

they lioked _ their _way
through the windows of the Driard

patently impossible for the fire|

the block. ' ‘

. By this  time.the amount of
water. which had- poured ‘ameng
the ruins and burning portion (ﬁ
the'block had converted the vivid
flames into. & ‘dense red smoke-
enveloped glow, whieh from  time
‘to time was fEb.r.be& as some portion
or other of the block gave in and
shattered timbers or portions of
the briek work fliqll'o; the conti::lu-
ously growing pile of seething de-
| bris. %’optio‘zgspofgz the outer gmlls,
added: their guotd to:the mass of
rain; and: a8 the night advanced
the spectacular features of the out-
‘break: grew yet wiore appalling in
roharacter, - EE

By 12.80 o’clock the Five Sisters
Block, . wreathed in flames, was
doomed.” ' Despite the fact that the
wind was blowing from a northerly
direction, the fire continued to
spread in the direction of Trounce
Ave and all attempts to cope
with the outbreak in this direction
seemed hopeless, A corden of hose,
served by the entire fire depart-
ment staff, the ‘members of the
Garrison, numbering 150 in all, and
numbers of the publie, surrounded
the block and were kept continu-
ously employed, but it had become
apparent that if the outbreak was
confined to the block in which it
had originated, it was the most
that could be hoped, such was the
bold the flames had gained at this
time. .

hotel, which time, and again

on fire, only to  be ‘g.?klynvxft
out by the concentra i
three hose, which for a
had to be directed . from

.. Shortly after 1 p.m. the fire com-
jgnenced to eat. i

bmldmgggmu ig on Tro

‘moment later one of the two

| being aflame when Mr. Hines left

3 muni:g&;&t .

‘|in, the fire reached but small dimen~

o < :

on other parts of the block, some
half dozen wereskept playing on
either side of thei ‘building;
which possibly 6n acconnt of
large amount of combustible mat-
ter contaimed thersin was a hotbed

of flames, -
* FIRST ALARM
€. F. Hine, of the Army and
Navy Cigar Store, was leaving the
‘shop at. 1046, when he noticed a
-small-blage-on the ground floor, in
.the centre of the main aisle, seem-

Qut--Damage Will 'Exceed ' Million Dollars--

%

close to the mass of fire' which a
short time-befote had been a great
eémporitim of women's -wares worth
thet{a §

amount, As

very large

the flames: gushed out they were
forced back to the gniddle: of the
road from where they played their
streams on the upper floors, reach-
ing only to the second floor.
place was quickly gutted, and the
cornices began teo fall, following
the masses of broken glags. . Then
the - bricks toppled, masses of the
wall fell, the firemen being forced

The

mgly on'enpf of - the counters. - A ‘to ran back g‘g&in and ag«ain by

watchmen , rashed from the front|,
door, shouting *Fire! Fire! Call
the Fisemen.” Mr. Hines ran back

the falling debris.

Meanwhile the crowd increased:

and the police had theit hands full

% his shop sad telephoned for the! to keep back the sightseers until

fire departutent, others seemingly
being engaged in telephoning an
alarmat the same time. The watch-
man ran back te try and beat out
the flames until driven-out. ;
The flames" spread with a rush,
the whole ‘inside of the buildi

his shop, andbeingalarmed for the
safety of his: wife and child who
were in bis roomdat the Five Sis-
ters’ Block, he raf to awake them
and 'save whasia ,

longings: - He ri rom . door  to
2 < 7 gide

‘s ladan
f4 they could save.

All'lost’ the most of their be-
longings, * The residents: of the up-
per floor wege C. F. Hines, wife
and child; Fke Culross; C: Kroeger
and two sons ; Assistant Fire Chief
Stewart and wife, who were about
$0 give up*their rooms; Robett
Myra, machinist of the Colonist,
who. was engaged 'in his work
while his goods were. destroyed ;
 Miss Davis ; Messrs. Laker, one the
‘bookkeeper at the Dominion Ho-
tel, the ‘other employed by W. S:
Fraser & Son; Caretaker A. Mc-
Niven; Miss Miles, teacher of
piano; and J. P. Mann, formerly-
city solicitor. b TR 3

WHERE BLAZE STARTED
<At the time when the alarm went

sion in the front west corner of the
Spencer : Building, where it un-
doubtedly get itsstart. Two count-
ers, which-form the men’s furnish-
ing department, seemed to be ap-
parantly where the fire started.
This was for barely one minute; for
by the time the department arriv-
ed. the second floor was ablaze, and
it spread like lightning to the rear
-end of the first and second floors
taking its'course from that upward.
The fire started a6 10.80 pm.

The departmesit; arrived in less
than one minute after the alarm
‘went in, and Chief Davis; who was
not at the hall was brought at the
rate of 60 miles an hour to the
scene of the blaze to the Broad
street 'entrance. When the -car

street the maased erowd barely es-
caped from being cut down.
Artis

wiped out,
part. of the Five Sisters
to flame. It soon flared up like a
giant. torch, hurling , clouds -of
sparks to 1tl;xegieagz;tnlvn''rg, &
other buildings.. A block away, on
Broughton -street, . the carpenter
shop of J. P, Burgess & Co. took
{Tire fron the flying sparks, but a
hose from a'vear: window of the
Pemberton block wasused on this
place with good effect,

the‘artillerymen and engineers of
the Work
up from the Eac{gimalt road to as-
sist the police.  With the assistance
of mény of the soldiers—a number
went to assist the firemen—_the
crowd was kept back to the west
of Bastion street and east of Fort.
Meanwhile
them and
‘timesresembled the Brocken scene;

oint_barracks  doubled

ks showered over
ernment street  at

.LThe departinent store was soon

Jgould of liis bo.|Butted &nd the spreading flame,
sould of his be*ﬁlnm by abreeze which sprang
op before miduight, was swept on

o 120 e 2 i

upper: pary of the
< ‘burned

LK,

Corsianty ; "‘u.kﬁl":‘ was % Rl
4‘““@ 1gh fo the Five, Ten and, Fif-|the top bt Iater an sagide stream.
teen ‘en_fo s&re%;vnic};{wss"mod en- ' was: 3;% the f:]l[l -’ﬁglg‘yhg of &g";nM >
& B ince  was e
R

meshed despite the efforts of the
firemen who bravely forced " thejr
way in withea stream, the Victoria
Book and Stationery: Store took
fire from the back and about the
same time the fire swept through
the rear wall of the Western Union
Telegraph office and the adjoining.
g'iacture store of C. H. Smith & Co.,’

oth. these places being - quickly

Meanwhile, the upper
block began

hreatening

_From the roof of the Vietoria

Transter stables another hose®was
used with good effect.

Although the" fire spread with

greater rapidity eastward, it also
worked its way westward, licking
through the wall into the Times
newspaper building, which took
fire shortly after 11 p.m., but was
saved, and Henry Youngs de-
partment store with its valuable
stock fell vietim next to the sweep
of the fire. - The adjoining
Skene Lowe's photographic gallery
and the offices in the same building
were - destroyed=—in' fact the fire
swept on along Government street
from’the Royal Bank to:the Great
Northern Railway office; destroy-

% ! Y- tand ‘other coniveyances
‘made it's mad dash along Broad Jing the greater portion of the bloek. [to a:

offices,

Across the street, the heat was

{80 great. that it broke the plate
glass windows of . nearly -all the
|stores’ opposite the block.

The

the open ' centre  of the block
'worked along. the top floor and
burst out through -the winddws,
rafterwards working down floor- by
floor .untik, within' two hoprs of
the alarm, there was nothing but
blazing embers encircled between
the two side walls, ‘which stood
the terrific heat. The flames ate
their way south into the two
story brick block oceupied on the
i{round; ficor by the Bownass

ardware Co. In a few minutes
the interior was gutted, but the
adjoi loek of the Melrase Co..
south into the eorner block occu-
pied by the Dominion Bank and
other offices. - The Times buildin :
which ‘was in the very heart of
the raging flames, withstood the
assault in a_remarkable manner,
though ' encircled by & ‘wall of
fire as the hlaze ate itself from the
main part of the Spencer store
around, the rear of the Times
block and: into the northern sec-
tion of Speneer’s, which suffered a
like fate with. the balance of the
big depantment store, . s
DRIARD'S NARROW ESCAPE

During the fiercest ‘part of the
fire the intense heat licked off the
metal cornices on the Driard hotel,
igniting the woodwork on the
gables = and  window sills, but
streams  of water from the fire
hose as well as small ' streams
from within saved the building,
though at one time. it looked as
if it would be *utterly impossible
to save the big structire. ‘The
guests had _plenty.of time to re-
move their belongings, and a
stream of trunks passed down the
stairs and out onto View street.
The greatest damage to the hotel
premises will be from water, great
quantities of which were poured|
threugh the brgken windows and
flowed through the rooms and cor-
ridors:  Time and time again, the
building ignifed, and'at “first there

48 no.. skream , whieh. gould reach

s

building snd saved the day.
SPREAD TO FORT ST.
While the flames were bursting
out on‘the Broad _strest: front of
the  block; the’ fire. ate its - wa
around ‘the rear of the: Melrose
block and “into the Five Sisters’
block, which was enveloped by a
deluge of sparks “which eddied

work at the rear, got into the ele-
vator shaft and within an  hour

ing, ecleaning out the stores on
Government street.

Every bit of available apparatus
belonging to the ‘departmene was
brought into service, and every
inch of hose wes requisitioned in
the fight against the flames. The
three engines stationed at the cor-
ners-of Yates and Broad, Govern-
ment and Yates, and Fort and
Broad * streets  worked right
through the fire without a hiéh.
Hydrant streams to the number of
fifteen also did “effective work,
though the domestie pressure was
not as effective as were the engine
streams,

Occupants of nearby office build-
ings took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to remove their- belonglnf,
bus so rapidly did the flames mgke

that in many cases Iittle'was saved.
Willi:g- workers by the geore wera
in evidence, and vans, automobilés
sac ot ¢ s gcte'mdy
%o assist.in carting off effpats.
As $he fire was destroying the
Five Sisters’ Block, constant atten-
tion-had to-be -paid o the build-
ings agross Fort gtreet. ‘Streams

e

occupants of ‘many ‘of the stores
were thus foresd "to work hamp-
ered the work of ‘saving contents;
'while in othet' instances owners
did not make any serious attempt
to save their property. ;

As soon as the proportions of the

blaze were ascertained, Chief of -
Police Langley called out the entire
force, and order was generally well
maintaineéd throughout the night,
The irrepressible individual who
would persist in erowding to the
front and interfering with the
flames were unable to get into thegfiremen was generally conspicuous

Y his. _and little or no

The B. C. Electric Company,’

soon had a force of men at work
cubti
City
ready at the city plant to cut off
the current should such a step be-
come necessary. The flare of live
wires as masonry and timbers fe]l
gave sufficient warning to spectat-
ors to the dangerof venturing too
close to the blaze. :

out dangerous wires, while
lectrician.  Hutchinson was

Watchman Cannot

.hpla_ln the Cause

Mr. Monteith, one of the ~au-

ditors of D. Spencer & Co., was
at work in the building until 10
p.m., and theré was no sign of fire
when he left,
two watchmen, A. Luscombe and
J. Gale.
were past, the scene of the start of
the fire within a few minutes be-
fore the outbresk, and all was
safe. i

The firm employe
They" state that they

e

Soldiers Summoned

0" By Motor Special
Ank’tnt&mqbile ‘was sent shortly
ephione: had  failed on

1 Orders were

given . despatching the

whole garrison to.assist. A bugler
sounded. the fall: in and in com-
mand of -.C?m, Macdonald, R.G. A.,
Capt, W. Li

Harris, the gunners and engineers
of the barracks deubled to the city.
They quickly got to work, part of
| them being told off to .
through the entrance at the rear fpolice in keeping the fire lines and

ndsay, R. E. and Lieut.

st the

of the block, set ‘fire to the wood- [others to aid the firemen... A num-
ber were sent up on the roofs of
buildin { i
had completely gutted the build-|flying from the fire, and did good
work in_ stamping out incipient
‘| blazes caused by the sparks.
Langley called out all members of
the police départment to join in the
policing of t!

in. the path of the sparks

hief

he fire ares. v

SCENES ON BROAD STREET
The hardware store of W; Bow-

nass & Oo. on Broad street was
destroyed, a two storey building,
the lower g:ﬁ given over to the
hardware business, the ugper part
consisting of offices. The hard-
ware stock of Bownass & Co. was
valued at $12,000, partly covered
by insurance. The offices upstairs
were rented by Howard Potts, real
estate, J, L. Skene, contractor;
HQrgre;ves; E. C. B. B

agshawe;
mmer & Rideout, real estate;:

and Mr. Coates, architect. The
offices of M. Ba

eir way ' through the buildin ¥

Fifteen Hundred

shawe were in-
“the other. offices

* * Phones Are Dead

The greater part: of the distriot

south of Yates and east of Govern-

[

fire to Work Point, .

1 t0 be di |owneérs of the premises within of water were kept playing on the | ment street, will be without tele-
| of the atreet fo.the oth “{some distance of the fire busied|new ﬁmﬁﬁm\ghgm on ‘the|phone service today as a result of '
rs. (themselves in removing as' much |low fraufe structures lying to the{the. fire. Fiftesn hundred ’ sub-
aved |of their wares and effects as they | west between that block and Gov. 8eribers, ' it was  estimated last
ng. [could “carry,  and Bastion, lower ernment street, while a&e@m were | night, would be unable to com-
Fort, street  Yates street, Trounce | also kept playing on the Colonist | municate - with the central office
avenue were piled hero-and. there |and McGregor Blocks: A party of by wire until' ropairs are cffeoted.
with office furniture and all man- soldiers from Work Point Barrkcks|QOnk Bay and & poetion  of James '
-~ |ner of goods. : did excellent worlk in assisting the{Bay section ars cutoff. The com-
i Sy | poliee and firsmen. - {pany already ‘has made arrange:
The heat’ made- it trying work {ments to rush the necessary re-
for the'firemen, but they stuck o {stringing of cables. A force which
their work.~ = . _ | bas been employed at - Saanich has.
‘LIGHTS ‘been ordcmr Yo the city, and as-
T, ietaaco is being obtained from the
“It is . ex
o will, be. in opera:
hout the city again
r, ab the latest, on

)

, Vﬂhg firms. s‘nff;ged‘ i
practically a totalloss: . Ip

5 s - Government Street.
best quality at the ; il 1?0- IW—OM -“Bnilﬂgxfg' (tq
be an impossibility # i MN:*'I)ZO e din;; Lo

e were n
Five | which were later ad
£ fire| - e :




