For Méffﬁn
And Against

Liberals of Vancouver Taken
With Utoplan Plans Spread
Before Them,

S,

Those Who Did Not Eniemse
Him Would Not Vote to
the Contrary,

People’s Convention at West-
minster Views the Premier
With Alarm,

From Our Own Correspondent.

Yancouver, March 9.—About three
hundred people attended the meeting of
the Liberal Association here to-n'ight to
decide on the course’ the party will take
i resent campalgn. !
mHu;:.pJoseph Martin was asked to
‘speak, and did so for two ho ex:
plaining the! reasons why he o;i»-
posed fhe late government. He u!d

) ke
had been asked to resign on frivolons
pretexts. He had opposed .the course
of the Semlin-Cotton government in not
re-enacting  the anti-Mongolian act
when disallowed by the Pominion. - He
had also strongly opposed the course
taken by Mr. Cotton, who as soon as he
had got Martin out of the cabinet had
handed over the land and coal grants
to the British Columbia Southern. He
said the only thing urged. against him
by his opponents Wwas that he was a
dangerous man, and all interests were
united on a platform which had but
one prii‘:::iple, ':‘ to put Martin out and
keep him out.”,

Hpe" denounced the late Turner govern-
ment’s policy of road-building, which he
said had led to a deficit of a million dol-
lars in two years. He proposed to bor-.
row money to build roads and increase
the taxes to pay the interest and sink-
ing g

fund. 4

He elaborated his railway policy and
said he proposed to cover this province
with a network of government railways,
as he considered the government the

cessfully compete

X The first road to be

built would a short line via Simil-

kameen to the Kootenay, terminating

for the present at Midway. He also

intended to build a bridge over the

Fraser river to allow other railways
access to this city over that bridge.

He did not intend to do anything to
help Vancouver against Victoria; that
rivalry must work on the natural lines
of trade. :

s  He proposed to keep the credit of the
province in first-class shape so as to be
able to borrow to any amount to com-
peéte with the O. P. R, if ’the latter
would not meet his views on freight
rates, and would if necessary parallel
the €. P. R. system throughout the
whole Kootenay.

He took up his platform as published
‘and gave his views on it plank by
plank, and finally appealed for support
if his hearers believed in the principles
contained in it, and the honesty of his
purpose in putting it before them.

At the conclusion of his” speech; the

‘passed by the meeting of

“last Saturday night,

endorsing Mr. Martin, was put and
carried,

about one-third of those present

voting aye and the remainder taking no
part in the yote. The meeting was at
no time enthusiastic, though his sup-
porters here were out in force. Mr. L
C. McLagan and others followed with
speeches favoring Mr. Martin. 5
‘DENOUNCED AT WESTMINSTER.

The People’s Emergency Convention
called by the Columbian and held at
‘Westminster to-day brought out about
a-hundred prominent Liberals and Con-
servatives. Premier Martin was there,
but his speech did no good, as a resolu-
tion was unanimously passed which
read:’ “ That this meeting views with
alarm ithe' possibility ‘of Mr. Martin
Iomii::yg”a,ministry and carrying the

country.

t"fhet(}onservaltives‘ of N'ev; ‘Westmin-
_ster at a very largely attended meeting
to-day declared for I»pxu't lines in
vincial politics. & 4 r

A resolution was passed also that as
the’ government party passed no redis-
tribution bill, a convention be called at
Kamloops to re-organize and strengthen
the party under Cotton as leader. A
committee was appointed to that end.

e | S
THE FOE AT THE GATE.

From the Rossland Record.

to’m;:ezewll:hot Bri:inh Columbla are face
w a crisis unequalled by an

that they have had to consider dn{e re’:
sponsible government obtained in this por-
tion of British America. It is deplorable
to have to admit this, more  deplorable
even to express a suspicion that up to the
present time there has been a lamentable
absence of public sentiment. . It has been
‘the desire of the Record at all times to deal
even-handed justice, to discuss isstes from
a standpoint promising to advance the in-
terests of the province, Following in the
lines of that policy, we are bound to ask
the people to pause and think. For the past
two years, the resources, the interests, the
future have been treated by politicians as
though they were playing a mere game of
battledore and shuttlecock. The question
now 18, ehall a halt be called, or shall we
continne in a mad course, jeopardizing the
resources of the various districts through-
out British Columbla? Less than two
years ago, naught save widespread enthusi-
asm was noticeable in all ranks of society.
The mine owner .was courageous, venture-
some and hopeful; the mine worker and
bread winner industrious, energetic and de-
voted to the task of promoting every line
of life, To-day, clouds of distrust sur-
round all classes—and why? Because the

. ‘political” chariatan and ' adventurer have

formulted a ‘scheme: pry g to. ad
naterial issge likely to advance the pro-
gress of this province, 1

It is unnpecessary to deal at any lemgth
with the varfous questions contributing
towards producing this state of affairs. Two
years ago a government was in power that
believed +itseif above and beyond criticism;
satisfied ‘with the emoluments of office
and absolutely careless of general interests,
and callous to criticism. Advice from

(i /riends was;deemed an ement upon
3 ‘men-!;gw “lae oy i“"‘ de-
" yelopment of the"country ‘wae’ | upon
as a favor to particular localities, and the
opinions of practical men considered -
advice of a selfish coterie, anxous only to
advance its owi purposes. That government
tell, ‘but ' fell

tottering combination, more intent lnpon
reapiug a harvest of salaried emoluments

public progress.
proved by the fact that since th-
ning of the session just closed
power concentrated what intell- -
sessed, and what Hmited po- <t
exert, in riding for a fall.
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majority, That government fell
e ome being Joseph Martin, who,
& Plyue ¢omsequent upon. being dis-

%4 Prom the cabinet, adopted a
a0tiftited iy @ revengeful and puerile spirit.
Wihist ifollowed is known to all. The men
Who had been dismissed from office less

fice. On the other hand there were those
who were quite willing to permit this so
long as they were not forced to go back to
their constituemts. Mr, ‘Cotton appeared
only too anxious to sit cheek by jowl with
Mr. Turner, and Mr., Helmcken appeared
prepared to: forgive everything and shake
hands with Premier Semlin. This is a con-
cise ‘epitome of the. position in a nutshell;
it is public degredation; an object lesson
that richest and poorest can comprehend.
The gquestion now. is—are the people of
British- Columbia prepared to vountenance
8o deplorable a situation? Are they willing
to ‘gamble ‘away all that is good and pro-
gressive and promising, in this great prov-
ince? ' Are they desirous that the other
great provinces forming the Dominion of
Cafiada should look upon them as mere
automatons, to be played by those who, for
the time being, presume to be the mouth-
pleces of an intelligent commuaity? We
nk mot, and in all sincerity ask every
‘man who 1s prond of bis manhood, to sink
anything like prejudice and passion; to
come out of the cloud at present enveloping
the province, and assert not only his right,
but maintain his liberty.

It was once said by a statesman, and the
méaxim will no doubt be famillar to our
readers, that “‘you can fool all the peo
ple some of the time, but you cannot fool
all the people all the time’ We contend
that the present crisis graphically illus-
trates this. The electors of British Colum-
bia required an awakening. They have it
'now, and we appeal to them, without go-
ing into any extended particulars, to unite
in the soluthon of a problem that means
the  development or retarding of the de-
velopment of this province. We are not
of those who think that only Conservatives
are fit to control the destinies of any coun-
try; but Joseph Martin having now become
Premler by the grace of His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columblia, it
behooves every man to consider his duty
towards the commonwealth. If it were to
do battle for the Empire each would be
found in the front rank, willing to serve
his country and his Queen; but there are
other duties which, properly performed, ad-
vance the interests of the Empire just as
much as seeking glory on the battlefield;
that ie, in maintaining the cemstitution of
his country; seeking to bring aboat such
a state of affairs as will secure to all a
government based upon high constitutional
principles.

Mr. Martin, now premier, seeks to intro-
duce the bitterest comtroversial
into - the approaching campaign. On, the
other hand, we fe¢l, and are satisfled, that
the opinions of the best thinking people
will be with us, that the one way out of
the present complication is that the Con-
servative party of this province should
take the initiative in convening at some
central point, a meeting of all who are
willing to throw off the yoke of party and
personal prediliction, and adopt a platform
upon which not only Couservatives, but all
who are willing to join that party ‘in pro-
mulgating a policy promising to promote
the interests of the province, could unite,
and uniting, appeal to those who fervently
believe that the manly and honest way In

est way In private life, ;i
| We speak thus earnestly, because the foe
18 at the gate, the danger signal can be re-
by any man who stops to read,
to think, or observe. There is no time to
be lost; there should be no shirking the
issue, It now remains to be seen whether
public sentiment is strong enough' in Brit-
ish Columbia to adopt such a course as will
absolutely establish the abilify of the peo-
ple to govern themselves, or, failing this,
Jead to the result of proclaiming to the
world that British Columbia is an unbap-
py and undone province. ;

MR. MACDONELL'S SCHEME.

'Sé‘i)ry That He Prevails Upon Ottawa
to Countenance Mr, Martin's
Elevation.

Vancouver, March 8.1t is not likely
that the  Deadman’s island question
will be an issue in the forthcoming
campaign, for according to the plans of
Joseph: Martin and D. G, Macdonell
the mill will be half constructed on
Deadman’s  island before election day
comes round. It is reported that last
night Mr. Macdonell received an im-
portant communication from Ottawa,
intimating that Mr. Martin would not
be opposed from that quarter. The
telegram ehanged Mr. Macdonell's atti-
tude entirely, ‘and to raise Mr. Martin’s’
stock in Vancouver wish the so-called
Deadman’s island party here, Mr. Mac-
donell conceived a plan by which the
island is to be handed over to his client,
Mr. Ludgate, at an early date. Mr.
Macdonell left for Seattle this morning
to put his scheme in operation. He will
see Ludgate and so change the lease
given to Ludgate by the Dominion gov-
ernment, by inserting anti-Mongolian
clauses, etc., as to satisfy all those in
Vancouver opposed to the case on such
grounds. He will then proceed direct
to Ottawa (it is said he knows before-
hand the result of his mission) and get
the consent of the Dominion govern-
ment to the change in the lease. On
his to Vancouver the lawsuit to
ascertain the ownership of the island
will be proceéded with, with the friend-
ly understanding that Mr. Ludgate will
not be dispossessed in any event.

Mr. Martin is said to have been in
much closer touch with Mr. Martin

with declining to enter Mr. Martin’s
cabinet on the ground that, for him,
there was more money in law than
polities. f

THE ALASKAN CODE,

Washington, March 9.—The balance of
the Alaskan code bill was read in the
senate to-night, from 8 until 10.15
o'clock, when the senate adjourned, hav-
ln;_«complied with the formality that re-
qumia; one full reading of each measure
cons|

e e
A WOMAN’S ACHIEVEMENT.

Berlin, March 9.—Miss Ella Little, an
Americgn, has received a doctorate at
the University of Heidelberg. ' This is
the first' time the distinetion has fallen
to a woman, .. ¥ ;
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The Political

Situation.

Where Will Premier Martin Get

Support in the Coming
Contest.

Mr. Yates Said to Regret His
Action In Joining Mr. Martins
: Ministry.

(From Friday’s Daily Colonllt.)_
With the Conservatives and Liberals
ranged ‘against him, ‘where does Premier
Martin expect to get support in the com-
ing contest? .is a question which hun-
dreds asked yesterday, but which none
were able to answer, and still the central
figure ‘in the situation goes cooly along
giving no explanation and to outward ap-
pearance being  confident that he  will
succeed in forming a government. Of
those who have already joined him, one
at least, Hon. J. 8, Yates is said to re-
gret the step he took, for in doing so he
has lost the support of many who under

other circumstances would have gladly
assisted him in his ambition for political
preferment.  As one of his former
staunch supporters said yesterday: “We
looked mpon Mr. Yates as one of the
coming men and if he had only been less
impatient he might in time have become
a member of a  government which it
;o,\;ud have been a distinction to belong

As to the situation there has been no
change. = Mr. Martin has promised to
shortly itsne a manifesto and Mr, Kellie
has replied to the Premier’s explanation
of the agreement respecting the redistri-
bution bill. “Mr. Kellie's reply follows:
To the Editor: The explanation of Hon.
Joseph Martin, which appeared in the
morning paper, in reply to my letter yes-
terday, is mnot only unsatisfactory but is
alse thoroughly inconsistent, and indicates
the ecalibre of this unscrupulous politician.
On the 13th day of February last Hon.
Joseph Martin introduced the following re-
solution in the legislative assembly: A
“Whereas the government has an ex-
tremely narrow majority (if any), and may
at any- time meet defeat, and the result of
such defeat may mean a general election;
and whereas the party which the present
government purports to represent took
strong ground when in opposition against
the present unfajr distribution of seats:
therefore, be it resolved that in the opin-
fon of this house, a measure giving a fair
and equitable redistribution of seats should
be brought down by the government before
any other business is attempted, and the
fallure of the government to take _this
course is much against the public Inter-
’”

L;lther he meant what he said or he did
not.

election, or he -was in favor of a redis-
tribution bill to appeal to the country on,
To make the position clear, I will quote

from the Colonist. report of the debates:

he was prepared to vote for practically any
measure of redistribution usat the govern-
ment might present to the house. He at

what was faly to the views of the majority.
His object in this respect was thoroughly
bona fide and he did not propose to escape
from it.” 3

that the government might present to the
house. ' Referring again to Mr, Martin's

moraing, I beég to say that neither myself
or Mr, Kidd (I refer to Mr. Kidd for cor-
roboration of my statement) was aware
that Mr. Martin would vote ‘against the
second reading of the redistribution bill
until his hand was raised to defeat the
measure, 1 may also say that I did not
inform Mr. Martin that I could not secure
the change in the Nanalmo seats. The
agreement™was entered into with Mr. Mar-
tin, myself and Mr, Kidd, and not with the
government. Had Mr. Martin explained
(as he proposed to do) on the second read-
ing that he would introducy an amendment
in committee to make the change suggested
in the Nanaimo seats, and if the change
was not made, that he would then vote to
kill the bill, his course would have been
honorable, and no pledge would have been
violated. Having taken the opposite course
the odium of breaking the contract must
remain with him.
When the agreement was entered into
the proposition was to see the bill into
committee, after which if the bill was not
amended to exclude the Alexandra mine in
South Nanalmo, then the agreement (Sec-
one one) was to be declared off. Oonsider-
ing Mr. Martin’s motion and his subsequent
remarks on the motion,- there mas only one
honorable course for him to pursue, and
that was to support any measure of redis-
tribution that was an improvement on the
present one. Any man who enters into an
agreement with other parties cannot con-
sistently break a contract without the con-
sent of all parties. In conclusion, I will
leave the matter with Mr. Martin, his con-
sclence (if he has one), and the country,
Yours traly,

J. M. KELLIE.

Droppings in the Throat

A Sypmptom of Catarrh Perman-
ently Cuted by Dt. Chase’s
Catarrh Cure.

The hawking ‘and spitting which = the
‘catarrh sufferer goes through in the
morning to clear the throat of the drop-
pings is a marked symptom of this dis-
tressing’ disease. In the early stages
the - discharge may be slight, but it be-
comes so thick and tough that consider-
able effort is required to expel it from
the throat. %
It is encouraging for the catarrh vic-
tim to know that he can be relieved of
this distress and permanently cured of
éatarrh by using Dr. Chase's Catarrh
Cure: -Both acute and chronic catarrh
are eradicated from  the system by Dr.
Chase’s ~Catarrh. Cure, It clears the
chgked—m‘)d air pusaze&a .hea:: the nlcers
and quickly conquers disease,
Mr. Thomas Squirrell, 214 Bay street,
Ottawa, Ont., states: “I was afflicted
with a very severe form of catarrh for
niré years, and: was so_bad that the
doctors gave me up to die of consump-
tion. * A -careful, systematic use of Dr.
Chase’s Catarrh Cure brought about a
complete change. I no longer have any
hawking end spitting, and am perfectly
. .The doctors _burnt out . my
: '(}huev’ c; X B B onikd
's Catarrh Cnre, <o Cel
bl %nsna éalers, of Bd-
Oe., Toronto,

max;adn?' ﬁifeﬂ

Either the motion was intended to
make political capital at the impending

his remarks in speaking to the above motion
“In fact, he continued, he had stated that

that time meant that he did not intend his
support to be in any way illusory. He was
quite willing to subordinate his views as to

Here is a distinct pledge glven to support
| praetically any measure of redistribution

explanation, given in the. Colonist of this | named by the committee, a larger hall

, 1900.

No Decision
Was Reached.

Party Lines Discussed At Meet-
ing of Victoria Liberal-
Conservatives,

Another Meeting to Be Held
Next Fridsy Evening—A
Martin Candidate.

(From Saturday’s Dally Colonist.)
The provineial political situation occu-
pied the attention of a large and thor
oughly representative meeting of the
Liberal-Conservatives in Pioneer hall
last evening. The question  as to
whether federal party lines shall be
adopted in the approaching provineial
contest received some attention, and it
was finally decided to discuss the mat-
ter more fully at a meeting to be held
next Friday evening.

The president, H. D. Helmcken, M.
P. P., occupied the chair, and among
those to be noticed in the large and
enthusiastic audience in addition to
those named below as participating in
the speech-making were Messrs. C, H.
Pooley, M. P. P., D. M. Eberts, M. P.
P., W. J. Taylor, W. H. Ellis, C. BE.
Jones, F. S. Barnard, Clive Phillipps-
Wolley, W. H. Price and many others
prominently identified with the party.
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en Secret

Our business being conducted on a large scale reduces
the proportion of expense and increases the sum of receipts
This enables ns to buy cheap and sell cheap a fact that
makes our store so popular with the public.

FREE THIS WEEK'!

With every order of $10,00 we will gi
FREE 5 bars Launary svap and l%:i
Tollct soap.

Our Tea and;Coffee are of exceptionally fine values.
Our Blend Tea..........20cts. pound

Dixi Ceylon Tea. ..

Golden Blend Tea......40cts.
Green Coffee..........
Avoca Blend Coffee ....30cts.
Dixi Blend Coffee..... . 40cts.
French Prunes.......
New Jam (61b. pails)

356cts. pound
pound
pound
pound
pound
....5cts. pound

40cts. each

e 20cts-

Bay of Fundy Herrings... . 25cts" box
Pure Codfish............. .10cts Pound

Dixi H. Ross & Co.

Interesting addresses were delivered
by Messrs. A. E. McPhillips, M. P. P,,
D. R. Ker, Hon. Edgar Dewdney, Her-
bert Cuthbert, Beaumont Boggs, Rob-
ert Cassidy, C. F. Beaven, Hon. J. H.
Turner and others.

Mr. McPhillips explained the position
of the party in Victoria in respect’ to
the adoption by the Conservative con=
ventions of the resolution in favor of
federal party lines in provincial affairs.
As far as he was personally concerned,
he was a staunch Conservative in
favor of party lines, and would appeal
to the electors, if again chosen as a
candidate, as a Conservative.

Mr. Ker, who had just returned from
Vancouver, related to the meeting the
result of the deliberations of the execu-
tive of the association at Vancouver on
Thursday. A resolution, he said, had
been adopted favoring party lines, and
from what he could gather a large por-
tion of the Mainland was in favor of
the idea.

Mr. Dewdney, who followed Mr, Ker,
also reported the result of the meeting
of the executive. He also was of the
opinion that the Mainland was strongly
in favor of the adoption of party lines.

Messrs. Cuthbert, Boggs, Cassidy,
Beaven and, Turner followed, all caus-
ing much enthusiasm by their refer-
ences to the flourishing condition of the
Conservative party in British Columbia
to-day. Mr, Turnes did not think the
timé quite ripe for the introduction of
party lines. As far as he himself was
concerned, he stood at all times for the
good of the country regardless of per-
sonal advantage. He had no desire to
nmigintain the leadership of the party
behind him if it was considered advis-

whole

impessibility

will have
revision

November.

matter in

all in his power at all times to rid the
country of the curse of Martinism and
restore a proper condition of affairs.
The gathering dispersed at 11 p.m.
The adjourned meeting will be on Fri-
day evening next at a place to be

all hﬁpb'

being considered advisable.

- 'With the exception of the Liberal-
Qonser_vative meeting ' nothing trans-
pired in Victoria yesterday in commnec-
tion' with the = political situation, Mr.
Martin being in New Westminster at-
tending the “convention called by the
Columbian.

It is probable that Mr. A. E. Howse,
merchant and mine owner of Princeton,
will be the Martin candidate in West
Yale, Mr. ‘Semlin’s constituency.

—_—————
THE INTERIOR INDIGNANT.

Press Unanimous in Condemning the
Recent Turn in Political Affairs,

of legislation.

treasury must

statute books,
The following quotations from the press

of Kootenay and Boundary should no

doubt reflect popular opinion there:

Nelson Tribune, A

':l‘he Tribune voices public sentiment in
this section of Kootenay in declaring that
“Joe” Martin is not Wanted as a mem-
ber of any government in British Col-
umbia.  He is selfish, vindictive, mercen-
ary, heartless, and, above all, a turn-
coat. No such man should have a place
in public life in this province.

policy prevail.

have said.

Act, 1899)

Kamloops Sentinel.

The unanimous vote of want of confi-
dence in the new Premier shows that
Joseph Martin has absolutely no follow-
ing in the house, He has so well succeed-
ed in estranging his former colleagues
and supporters in the house that no one
could be found, willing to raise a voice
on his ‘behalf. What next the Lieuten-
ant-Governor will see fit to do, is beyond
conjecture, but the only solution of the
difficulty appears to be an appeal to the
country.

in all.
July.

Greenwood Miner.

Certainly it cannot be said that Joseph
Martin represents any important follow-
ing in the house or in the country. How-
ever, the Lieutenant-Governor has a
theory of his own, and has evidently de-
cided to make precedents where they do
not exist. At the time of writing, it is

therefore,

to form a ministry or not. . . . In any
event, it means kicking up an awful row
in the province, for a month or two, and
adding to the suspense which already ex-
ists. 'The situation is the most remark-
able and inexplicable ever known in
this, or, possibly, any other province in
the Dominion.

Rossland Miner,

What the outcome of the elections is
going to be is a rather difficult question
to determine, under present conditions.
Mr. Martin is certainly not the recog-
nized leader of the Liberal party in the
province. In fact, he is regarded by
many of them, and especially those who
hold to federal party lines, as an enemy
within the camp, if, indeed, he can be re-
gzn-ded as within the camp at all. It may| correction.
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Letters to the" Editor.

AN IMMEDIATE APPEAL OR MR.
MARTIN SHOULD RETIRE.

8ir,—~The more I reflect upon the pro-
position of Hon, Mr. Martin to delay the
elections until June the more convinced
I am that if his policy is adopted the
governmental
smashed and the country reduced to a
state of hopeless financial inanity.
preceding letters I have pointed out the
of calling the new house
together before September the 1st for the| ”
despatch of business should Mr. Martin's
pet idea of awaiting the preparation of |”
the revised lists be acceptable at Gov-
ernment House. Since yesterday I have
carefully examined
Statutes and the
Amendment Act, 1899, and am now sat-
isfied that I have underestimated rather
than overestimated the difficulties that
to be faced, The courts of
sit twice a year, on the first
Monday in May and the first Monday in
The lists that will be used,
should an election be held -before the
next May revision, were revised in No-
vember last—only four months ago.
a matter of course the names of some
persons otherwise eligible do not appear
on the November lists and they could not
vote were' an election held before the
next revision in May. But I submit that
their discomfiture would be a small
with  the
inevitably befall
the country should the issuance of the
proclamation of dissolution be delayed
beyond the next few days.
shonld be no legislation before the first
able to have a change, but he would do | of September we might as well abandon

will

Consolidated
Elections

If ‘there

0 _a revival of confidence and | th
settle oursélves’ down to face the most
deplorable condition of affairs that a
civilized: people were ever called on to
contemplate - and endure,
measure wae passed at the late session,
and important government measures and
private bills are alike hung up for want
No supplies were _voted,
and I believe that the money is exhaust-
ed ;ﬁd the g]eaisury sgglpty, al:llxlougllll ﬂ:e &
suppiies vot n 1 were thought to|being much in sympathy with th

be sufficient to last until June 30, 1900, ok L g ey
The inevitable must follow. Public im-
provements cannot be undertaken; roadsq{gave it to me, desiring that I should send
will fall into a state of disrepair; official
salaries must remain unpaid; ‘contractors
will be forced to whistle in vain for you to forward.
their money; legitimate demands om the
payment; works
contemplated by private bills cannot be
undertaken, and acts that have proved
prejudicial to the best interests of the
country must continue to deface the
This condition. of affairs
cannot be ameliorated before September
or October next should Mr.

Not a single

Martin's

I am aware that my atatements in this
regard has been doubted in certain quar-
ters, but I am prepared now to show
that the situation is even worse than I
examine the two
volumes to which I have referred in the
beginning of this letter.
sion will take place on May 7. After
revision the lists must be sent to Vie-
toria to be printed (sec. 9, Prov. Hlec.
. The work of printing will
consume four weeks. ‘The time required
for the lists to reach Victoria will be
two weeks, making six weeks in all. The
time required for the printed lists to
reach the hands of the returning officers
will be two weeks more, or two months
T’Il;hhf will bring us to the Tth of

e former act ex:
Yrom & atrict compliance with fts provi- that the Lieutenant-Governor has advised
sions and properly gave the returning of-
ficer a sort of go-as-you-please commis-
sion as to the dates upon which he should
hold the nomination and polling, but in
all other districts the nomination and
polling were to be held on one and the
same day. The act of 1899 provides that
Cassiar shall hold its nomination and
election on tht same day as the other
distriets. This will require at least an-
other month between the return of the
printed lists and the election. We have,
reached the Tth of Awngust.
Two weeks will be consumed in the re-
not known whether Martin will be able '{,“e';‘;,;"tﬁ’e‘eh;"u’s‘? c:!xlndb? ?em:dei?gamhe?
‘We shall then have arrived at the mid-
dle. of September  without" supplies or a
single item of legislation to authorize the
expenditure of a dollar or the payment of
a claim, Should the Martin government
hang together till the house shall have
assembled and then meet with disaster,
it ‘will be the middle of October before
f It will then be too
late in the year to prosecute public works,
pass-private bills or legislate for the pro-
tection of capital and labor.
financial crisis will certainly result. The
acts from which I draw these conclu-
sions are within the reach of all and if
it can be shown that I have not under-
stated rather than overstated the deplor-
able condition. of affairs that confronts
the country 113 sgmll fﬁleerfully make the
v ut as the. case presents it-
e difficult, therefore, for him to draw | self to me, and in view of thepperih that

rt from this| threaten to overwhelm us, I maintain

1o sée where| that the Lieutenant-Governor cannot ac-
unless he|cept the advice of a ministry of frag-
expect that| mentary odds and ends, which for all
t! willl practical purposes is not a ministry, be-

The next revi-

ted Cassiar

A serious

As

D. W. HIGGINS.

POLITICS AND THE MAILS.
Sir: As your reuders may perhaps
know, a road has been built between
Lytton and Lilloocet, and a petition
signed by all the people here was for-
warded to the Postmaster-General ask-
ing that our bi-weekly mail service
might come by this route instead of via
Asheroft. Our petition was apparently
granted, for the whole of this district
and Yale were placarded with notices
calling for tenders for the due convey-
ance of the mails by this route. The
tenders had to be delivered by the 19th
day of January, and the service had to
be started on the 1st - of February.
Judge of the surprise of the people who
tendered and of the district at large
when I inform you that to this day no
answer has been made to any of the
men who offered to contract for the ser-
vice. 'There is a very strong suspicion
here that politics are at the bottom of
the  business, and that the Liberals at
headquarters want te give the contract
to one of their supporters, but hardly
dare to do so because their tender is too
high. The Laurier administration may
lay this flattering unction to their souls,
hat we. do not intend to be parties to
any boodling business, and that we shall
insist upon a searching investigation,
irrespective of politics, if the contract is
not awarded at once to the lowest ten-

derer. Al
Lillooet, March 5. P an.

FROM GALIANO CHILDREN.
Sir: The children of the Galiano school,

have collected a small amount (two dol-
lars and fifty cents) among themselves and

it on. I suppose it should be forwarded at
once. I therefore inclose the amount to

CHRISSIE J. McDONALD.
Galiano, March 5, 1900, . .
[The money has been received and will

be paid over to His Worship the Mayor.—
Ed. Colonist. o 9

THE - LIEUTENANT - GOVERNOR
PLEDGED TO CONVENE A
SESSION IN JUNE.

Sir: Having in previous communications
dealt with the matter of an early dissolu-

tion and an appeal to the country and
shown that should the elections be 'de-
layed until after the revision of the new
voters’ lists in May, the new house camnnot
be got together before the middle of Sep-
tember, when the period during which road
and other necessary works of a public na-
ture' may be prosecuted advantageously
Wil be over, I shall now proceed to discuss
the question from an entirely different
standpoint, Mr. Martin has stated publicly
that it is not his intention to hold the
elections until June, In this policy he
claims that he has the approval of the
Lieutenant-Governor. He has further said

him to' “‘take his time’” in the selection of
a full cabinet, and that meanwhile His
Honor will entrust the question of political
affairs to him (Mr. Martin) and his two
colleagues. If this statement be correct
it shows plainly that our real ruler is Mr.
Martin and not the gentleman who pre-
sides at Government House, afid that, in
contrast to the stand he took when dismiss-
ing Mr. Turner in 1898 and Mr. Semlin in
the present year, His Honor has consented
to be advised by the figment of a ministry.
In the language of the street, Mr. Martin
is “Boss” and the Lieutenant-Governor is
““bossed.”” But is Mr. Martin’s statement
strictly correct? Is he not assuming too
much when he announces that the Lieuten-
ant-Governor has promised to stretch the
constitution to the snapping point to en-
able the Martin ministry to stand? I say
that if His Honor has surréndered his pre-
rogative in the way described by his first
minister he has done a very wrong thing.
If he has given Mr. Martin an indefinite
time in which to form his cabinet, he has
¥ielded a right which no constitutional au-
thority will sustain him'in doing. And if
he has consented to delay the elections un-
til June, well knowing that the new house

has committed a grave errdr, for which
there can be no condonation. I say this
deliberately after mature reflection. If he
has allowed the Premier to lead him into a
hole from which he cannot be extricated,
his position will be most unenviable. That
there may be no misunderstanding as to my
meaning, I shall now refer to the speech
of His Honor read at the prorogation (so-
called) of the house the other day, That
speech” was prepared and placed in' His
Hoénor’s hands by the néw Premier, It was
the first official utterance of the new, gov-

cause its existence violates one of the|emment, and His Honor was in'no sense |

or’s contention that he mast be surround-
ed by a full cabinet of advisers. Mr.
Martin has whipped the  political pools
for ten days and has landed but two fish
where the law requires that he ghall land
five. I do not wish to press my views
in an offensive manner, nor shall I join
the hue and cry against the Premier;
but I cannot refrain from asking His
Honor, now that he has had time to care-
fully consider the situation and consult
authorities and. statutes, to decide gquickly
be | that an appeal to the country shall take
place at once or that Mr. Martin must
In | retire.

cannot be got together until September, he |

'see that the statements it contains are
lcon‘ect and its solemn promises are ful-
filled. I will quote from the speech to
show that the policy now enunciated by
Mr. Martin is at variance with the policy

prorogation. The first paragraph com-
plains that although the membetrs ‘have
been sitting almost to a day for the same
period occupied by the house last year,
there has been practically no work accom-
plished.” His Honor then goes on to say:

“I regret that on account of this failure
to transact the businees required in the in-
terests of the province IT WILL BE NE-
CESSARY TO GO TO THE EXPENSE OF
HOLDING ANOTHER SESSION BEFORE
THE EXPIRY OF THE FISCAL YEAR.”

The fiscal year will end on the 30th June,
If His Honor will refer to the volumes
from which I have guoted in former let-
ters he will see that should Mr. Martin
be * given his head” in the matter of the
elections another session cannot be held
before the expiration of the fiscal year un-
less His Honor should call the present house
together again (in which case the ministry
would not stand ten minutes after the
speech had been read), or he might dis-
solve the house immediately and order
the elections to be held with the present
lists. There is no other way out of the
difficulty, The Governor is pledged by the
speech to ome course or the other; and in
spite of anything Mr, Martin may say I
feel confident that His Honor will keep the
pledge contained in the speech. At any
moment the public may hear that Mr. Mec-
Innes has dismissed Mr, Martin and his
two unfortunate colleagnes with the re-

that His Honor has ordered a dissolution

the constituencies. The conflict may be pre-
cipitated at any moment. To delay in the
manner proposed by Mr. Martin would be
years. Public men and electors should be
on the alert.
lost. Forewarned is forearmed.

D. W. HIGGINS.

e Sy o il
HUTTON BANQUET.

Sir: I notice that the Vietoria Times In
{ts issue of February 16 reports through
its Ottawa correspondent, referring to the
dinner given by the members of the Rideau

Club, Ottawa, to Major-Gen. Hutton, as
follows: “The dinner was only attended by

defeat the present government.”. How a
correspondent can send out such an abso-
lutely false report is beyond comprehension.
Not only did Liberals assist in getting the
dinner up and were present, but a Liberal.
also made a speech in which he in no way
flattered his party now in power. I might
further add that a great many Liberals
here comsider Gen. Hutton's departure a
very black stain on the character of their
party. RIDEAU,

Ottawa, March 2, 1800.

e { Y.
PAUNCEFOTE'S POPULARITY.

London, €
says: “Yt is known that the United
States government was most anxious:
that Lord Pauncefote should remain at
Washington, and his tact will be in-
valuable during the troubled period of
the presidential contest.”

‘His 'Honor in | résponsiblé for its origination’; but having'}
his letter to Mr. Semlin, viz., His ’i!’o'n- e

read it' from " the throne hé" s “bound" to

he induced His Honor to foreshadow at the-

mark, ‘“No more be officers of mine,”” or-

and insisted upon an immediate appesal to-

to practically set the country back for:

There is not a moment to be-

Conservatives, whose principal object is to:

March 9.—The Daily News:

Crow’s Nest
Coal Comy

Amezing Possibility of
trial Development Thr
Their Vast Deposit

Fight Hour Law Has Rg
the Operation of T
Industry Also.

From the Toronto Globe, March 3

The annual meeting of the s
ers of the Crow’s Nest Pass C
pany was held yesterday, the E
Senator Cox, in the chair. T
of the directors was very g
_showing an increase in the outp
from &,801 tons in January,
15,219 tons in December, 1899.
the year the development of
pany’s mines at Coal Creek w
ously prosecuted, while a new
opened at Sparwood, in order
company’s production might be
brought up to the present dem
demand for coke continues good.
company has calls upon it not o
British Columbia, but also
rorthwestern States. Two hun
two ovens have been complete
capacity of 300 tons of coke
The guality of the coal and coke
ed in the highest terms by the cg
customers, and is acknowledge
to be equal to anything produce
erica or Great Britain. It is
that the year 1900 will sh
strides mn the company’s producti
work 'is to be very vigorously pi
under the direction of able an
enced mining engineers. The n
for the year were $47,308, w
thought most satisfactory, co
that owing to small production t]
operated at a loss during t
months of the year.

The following were elected
for the ensuing year: Hon. Ge
Cox, Robert Jaffray, Major H.
latt; Wiiliam Fernie, Fernie,
A. Gemmill, Ottawa; William
Montreal; J. W, Flavelle, Toron
Walmsley, Toronto; E. R. W
ronto; A. E. Ames, Toronto;
Nicholls, Toronto; Elias Rogers,
to; J. D. Chipman, St. Stephen
I). Morrice, Montreal; S. Finley
real. At a meeting of the directd
George A Cox was elected presid
Robert Jaffray, first vice-p
Major H. H. Pellatt, second vi
dent, and Mr. Elias Rogers, m
director. Mr. Rogers is a gentl
wide & experience in the opery
mines and the handling of the
and the directors expressed theiy
cation that he had consented to 4

General Manager Johnstone's
referring to the good qualities
Crow’s Nest coal, quoted from
miral Palliser of the British na
Admiral tested the coal on April
and reported: “We are happy
that it has been found most sati
so much so that I have writte
Lords Commissioners of the Aj
recommending its use.”

The manager’s report continueq
ers are being erected at Green
Grand Forks, and the latter
should be ready to use our coke
or May. One special feature of {]
ie coal is that the engines using
no sparks, This is a very valug
erty for the coal to possess,
prairie fires are invariably starteq
sparks falling on the dry grd
passing engines. This will
commend the coal for use on
road, even in sections where
high' freight rates other coal
cheaper. The timber area of 3
is also most valuable, as it con
cient timber for all future m
quirements and also for the req
of the neighboring country fo
purposes. There is also a qu|
land which will be fit for agricul
poses, and I make this statem
close observation during the su
fall months,

Continuing, Mr. Johnstone sa
to the unfortunate labor trouble
ish Columbia, arising from th
ment’ of the  eight-hour la
smelters are shut down and we
ed to look for a new markef
coke in the United States.
recent visit to Montana I suc
securing an order for 3,000 ton
from the Boston & Montana
which is the largest.consumer
the State of Montana. If we
1o sell coke at a price not excee
20 to 25 per cent. higher than
western coke, we can always §
order, as our coke is far super
westérn coke and has been [
actual test to be 5 per cent. §
the celebrated Pocahontas cokg
Virginia, which took the premi
‘World’s Fdir in Chicago. TH
indications show that the labo
will soon . be overcome, and
have ‘a ‘very largely increaseq
for both coal and coke througl
ish Columbia, as the merits of
duct are making it a standa
the West.

Mr. Johnstone, in closing, ad
‘building of whatever addi
Ovens .are necessary to meet B
umbia demands and leave at
ovens with the product of whie|
<an be worked np in the States

The address of Mr. Elias R
new managing director, gave
lﬁl.lt. resume of the prospect:
mining in the West, as follow

I think coal may be truly §
the one product of nature whi
ebove all others, as being the
wducive to a nation’s prosperi
Britain produces about 50 pe
the total output of coal of
and her present greatness
largely attributed to her imm

«deposits of easy access. TH
States comes next with an

atbout 25 per cent. Coal is th
tion of the great wealth
‘power of the state of Pennsy

No one who has not been th

Pittsburg distriect in recent
ceonceive of the enormous extd
indnstrial development of t
coal centre. Although the
almost all the raw material ¢
has to be brought long distand
become one of the greatest if
facturing centres of the worl
told there are in that distri
‘Present time factories in the
erection the roofs of which
eight square miles, and I am
that one company (the Wes
have contracts on hand at ti
time ‘amounting to some $
enormous extent of the
Company’s business is wel
'One cc_tke company controlle
Carnegie Company has 19
‘ovens, the output of which
tons Per day. The coke ou
of all the companies in the
«district would make a train




