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~ FRENCH AFFAIRS.

dication by ~the Premier of the
toyernment’s Attitude on the
Panama Question.

Vin

ng Debate—The Ministry Sus-
tained—Another Duel on
the Orders,

Bt

paris, Feb. 8.—An hour before the Cham-
per of Deputies met to-day a fepon; was
Jbroad to the effect that Emil Gonn.ol,
Boulangist deputy for the Seine, would in-
jerpellate the Government as to the ocquit-
tal by the Chamber of Indictments of Dep-
bty Rouvier and Senators Deves, Grevy and
genault. The probable course of the de-
 pate Was discussed eagel:ly by the dqmﬁg.i
n the lobbies and by visitors waiting out-

side the Palais Bourbon. As the time for | card:

opening the proceedings approached, the
members hurried to their seats and crowds
of strangers packed the public galleries to
mfocation. Both on the - floor and in the
eries there was an incessant uproar,
slso, where could be heard occasionally a
wice proclaiming the opeaker tobe a stock-
| holder who did not intend to be defrauded
of his rights by the Government. Among
the deputies many were denouncing the ac-
quittal of M. Rouvier ; bat, in the din, only
| ingmentary crimination and re-crimination
 enetrated to the galleries. g
The proceedings opened amid an inde-
sribable babel of shouts, jeers and -cheers.
Hardly a word was heard™ on the rear seats
snd but few had a definite ides of what was
psppening until M. Goussel ascended the
b er’s tribune. Af g;st l:iis voice was !x:.
k qudible, and he was obliged to. repeat hi
_:ﬁds several times before all ascertained
that he was asking permission to submit
f the interpellation expected. He directed
| bis attack principally against M. Rouvier.
AsM. Rouvier has admitted that he re-
‘wived money from the Panama company,
M. Goussel said it was the plain duty of the
| Government to see that he suffered the
| penalty of his action. The article ot the
: wonstitution concerning the responsibility of
| the ministers should be applied without de-
y. It was remarkable that the Govern-
ment had to be reminded so frequently of
duties that were so plain. It was time to
stk who was stopping the wheels of justice.
. M. Bourgeois, minister of justice, replied
with severity, which evoked renewed dis-
tarbance in the galleries and on the floor,
that it was an insult to the Government to
accuse it of yielding to threats ‘and hinder-
ing the exposure of the Panama affair. The
Government had shown its disposition in
the matter by asking the Chamber to auth-
orize legal proceedings against the deputies
mid to be implicated (applause from the
Left) and had properly left the rest to the
law courts of France, which were competent
and just. The Government woald not be
driver to unwarranted measures, but would
act with absolute disregard of the slander-
ous rumors which the enemies of the Repub-
lic had been circulating for the past month.
The Goverpment still proclaimed that all
the citizens must bow before the decisions
of the coyrts of justice, but not
before any proyisional court. ‘“ We have
done all that has been onr duty
to do,” said M. Bourgeois, in conclusion.
;' We see in the questions now submitted a
mere man_€uvIe 10 entrap us ; we refuse to
spply to the opemics of the Republic,
weapons with which fo c‘ileat u..b ;il:
have done our duty, and abi Y-
result. It remaing for the chamiber to do
the same.” - %
M. Godefroy Cavaignac, Republican de-
uty for the Sarthe, who followed M.
urgeois on the speaker’s tribune, was fre-
Fquently . interrupted ~ with  applause.
| “Whatever has been said or denied,” he
 began, ‘‘ the promoters of the campaign
against the ganamn corruptionists, had
come forward ' as the chsmp?om of public
}aonesty. Afterwards they had formed ;
eague whose object was & conspiracy of
silence. He, bim]nelf, had heard established
certain facts of two distinct classes.  On the
one hand a cabinet minister of the Re-
public had been  convicted of receiving
noney from the Panama company. On the
other it had been shown that International
sgents had played in French domestic
solitics a part which it was difficalt to un-
erstand.  As had been said by members of
the Cabinet, the faults of individnals’conld
ot be made weapens against the estab-
lithed institutions of this country. (Here
Deputy de Roulede shouted : * That is the
hnguage of an honest man.) But peculiar
things had happened in ction with
individual cases, and he still awaited, after
an inexplicable delay, a much desired ex-
planation. He hi seen that ‘enormous
fums had been scattered recklessly on the
pretext of paying for advertisements which
existed only in the imagination, and for
dishonest puﬁinf in corrupt newspzpers,
(Prolorg:d applause and cheering.) = So-
called guarantee syndicates, which did not
ke a risk, had received immense
mms. The rapacity of certain persons of
great influence in “society had been phe-

bat protection was making
B among Englishmen. Mr.
t the much-abused McKin-

1892 increased the exports
| States by £34,000,000, and
y £40,000,000, at the same
exports had fallen of £36,-

fA, Feb. 8.—Great anxiety
ipping circles regarding the
th all on board of the British
arshall, which left this port
[laden with 282,430 gallons
Bkirk. The Marshall should
per destination on January
has been heard of her, and
the Philadelphia agents have
bes. It is believed that the
nght in a hurricane and
farshall was commanded by

McFadden, and carried &
was owned by Troop &

.S.
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I 1; their greed had apparently been
inaatiab‘.:a. and they had scrupled at nothi
to satisfy it. As M. Cavaignac pr d

E vaignac the

) little or - mothing to
do  with extraneous - financial &iu,
and promised to consider a measure
in that sense. Ag preeent, however, the
only question was how best to enforce the
law and independent administra-
tion of justice.

Prof. Jaurez, the new Socialist de for
tho_ Tarn, said that the rulinpti'::tz of
socialism wae the only remedy for the pre-
sent corruptness of French politics, and

roposed an order of the day to that effect,
7t the motion was lost by a vote of 420 to

m announced that the Governmend t
. . i ’s _proposal, and it
was adopted by a vote of 446 to 3. The
Chamber also dé.d,bynvote of 367 to
: e's speech -
L
i i uty for

that thnxam?;nczt re-
turn to Baron de Reinach’s heirs the amonnt
of money given by De Reinach to M. Ron-
vier for the secret service. He requested
urgency, which was voted by the Chamber
by 243 to 176, although the motion for im-
mediate discussion was lost.

The debate on the bndget was then re-
sumed. The excitement in the Chamber
during the Panama debat flected i
the lobbies, where itj was

was
reported
ant(!‘y that M. Bourgeois, who was

to Cavaignac’s motion, was determined to
resign if the motion was accepted by the
Government, and was dete from  mak-
Ing a soene only on the earnest appeal of
his colleagues.  The Government is regard-
ed to have won the questionable honors of
debate and is now believed to be in a posi-
tion where it ' must take advantage of its
first-opportunity to obtain a definite and
conclusive avowal of the sentiment of the
Chamber toward the Panama prosecutions.
M. Gousset has sent his second to M. Nor-
bert de Benoit, who interrupted him per-
sistently during his speech in the Cham-
ber to-day.

The press this morning is almost unani-
mous in attacking the Government for hay-
ing let the big Panama swindler escape and
having tried to satisfy the demands of the
people by prosecution of smaller offenders.
The hesitating attitude of the Government.
is described as criminally: weak and dis-
honest. Everything shows that yesterday’s
debate has greatly weakened the Cabinet.
M. Bourgeois is believed to be on the point
of resigning, while Cavaignac is reported to
be likely to succeed to M. Ribot’s place.

persist- |

THE PEKING.

Safe Arrival at San Francisco—Broke
Her Shaft Eleven Hundred
Miles Out. :

Her Veyage All the W:i.y Against
Contrary Winds—Ne Serious
Casualty.

8ax FraANCIS00, Feb. 7.—The City of Pe-
king was sighted eighteen miles out, the
news being telephoned all over the city yes-
terday morningby the Merchants’ Exchange.
1t spread with inoredible rapidity, and the
Exchange reoms wers soon crowded by
friends and relatives of those prboard rboard of the
long overdue steamer, ag well 48 ‘the mer-
chants and others interested in her welfare,
all anxious to learn the details of the Pe-
king’s trouble. The vessel sailed from Yo-
kohama on January 10, and only arrived at
her dock, in tow, early last eveming.” The
tug Vigilant and several others went out in
search of the City of Peking two days ago.
Early yesterday they met the British ship
Sierra Cadena a few miles from port, the
captain of which stated that he had spoken
the long-looked-for vessel the day previous.
This put the Vigilant on the scent and she
found the City of Peking -coming along
slowly under sail and took her in tow. It
was slow work, and there was a wait out-
side of the heads of several hours for higher
tide.v About 4 3’§lock yesterday afmoon
the Vigilant an ertowsused in, an

hour later she was at her dock.

Capt. R. R. Searle at once sent the fol-

lowing report to the Merchants’ Exchange :

*“ We sailed from Yokohama on Janunary 10.

At 11 a.m. on January 2, in latitude 40
deg. 11 min., longtitude 146 deg. 16 min.,

1,120 miles from San Francisco, our shaft
broke in the sleeve and we proceeded under

sail. From that time until our arrival we
experienced east and noirtheast winds, in-
creasing at times to the force of a gale, and
at no time did we have forty-eight hours of
westerly winds.”

Chief Engineer McClure gave to the
United Press reporter the following report’
of the disaster:  We experienced rough
weather after we left Yokohama. We got
through it all right. On the 21st, when it
wag perfectly calm, the propeller broke
asl:::-t off, We were then 1,120 miles from

with his denunciation of these persons, a
voice on the Left shouted, * Now we are
listening to the language of a minister of
the Republic.”

After the applanse caused by these  re-
marks, M. Cavaignac resumed: **T have
o doubt of the goodness of the Govern-
ment's intentions, but the results do not
watisfly the public. - I cannot feel, moreover,
that it is necessary for a French Govern:
ment to exercise surveillance over the em-
ployment of a financial company. (Ap-
Planse.) Why did the people of France de-
clare themselves in favor of a Republic ?

cause they saw in the Republic that
form of government which was a guarantee of
¢ven-handed justice and unflinching duty.

ever let it be said, they made a mistake.”
AL Cavaignac closed by movisg the follow-
ing crder of the day : ** Resolved, that the

bamber being determined to sup the
Government in the repression of all acts of
“rruption, and being’ determined to pre-
vent the recurrence of the administrative
Practices which it reprehends, now passes
to the order of the day.”

The proposal of this motien was received
With prolonged cheers, which ceased as M.
~de Roulede rose and said: * Eve ing
¥hich the honor of France and the pub-
Sie demands has now been said. T have
Bothing to add to the sentiments which we

ave just heard expressed.”

M. Ribot spoke at length in defence of
the ministry. The (lovernment had done
!ta duty, he eaid, however painful that duty
Wight have  been. Soverdign  justice
had . delivered judgment. Like = M,
Cavaignae,  the Government =~ desired
that foll light be
Panama affair in order that the fi s of
the legends invented by the enemies of the
Republic might be shown clearly. ' The
overnment had :

1 promote the of justice and
Bate the darkhess round the dceds -

. We put sail on her and did
pretty well till we met the storm the China
was in. Then we had a hard time and
waves broke over us repeatedly. We did
not stop at Honolula. We made for the
China’s route, hoping to -be ;picked ns by
her. All hands had plenty. te eat, an , as
Zou see, are looking well. Nobody was

, énd but for the delay 'and storm it
. was a pleasant trip.”

The passengers all speak in the highest
terms of the officers and the management of
the ship. All say that'they were not at all
uneasy. In meny respects the delsy of the
Cite of Peking is similar to the delay of the
City of Tokia, her sister ship, 15 years ago.
The City of Tokio was 13 .days under sail,
after having broken her crank pin. *Yester-
day sfternoon Spreckels brothers ordered
the tug Fearless out to look for the San
Juan, which is going under slow speed, hop-
ing to meet the steamer Australia, and it is

FROM SEATTL

SearrLE, Feb. 8.—(3pécial)—John Rey-
nolds was on the stand all day in the trial
of the Yesler will case, which is still drag-
ging throygh its preliminary hearing. He
testified to bhave received overtures from
Dr. Van Buaren to sell to Lowman through
bim, in order to establish the will. Rey-
nolds promptly carried this fact to Low-
man, and fien-urried on negotiations for
the of obtaining all information
ro-itr:.p?!?bwult was that when he had
t all Van Buren got scared and wanted
to get away, and the arrests were made.
As yet, Mrs. Yesler has not been connected

lutely with the iracy. The case
oo-tinu-’to draw um-i houses,

8vilty, If Arton had been

| Seathing Denlmdst!on of the Pan@

possible that the Fearless may overhaul her.

PROJECT.

AN IMPOSS BLE

D

Canal Scheme and of its Pro-
motor, De Lesseps.

He Has Misrepresented the Faets from
the Very Outset—Something
About the Route.

There is a gentleman at present in Vic-
toria who from the standpoint of an out-
sider isas well posted on Panama - Canal
matters as anyone. He does not wish his
name mentioned, but has given the follow-
ing statement to a CoveNmsr reporter. It
will futerest all who have -been watching
the Paris exposures, and may assist many

affair.  The story is given as nearly as pos-
uibleinthoword:ofthegenﬂomn referred
to, and is as follows :

To begin with you must understand that
De Lesseps has his very existence almost on
notoriety. He always wanted to be the

t dictator, and,scoundrel as I believe he
18, he has succeeded until the recent ex--
posures put an end to his career in this re-
spect. Those who rememember the histo
of the construction of the Suez Canal w
recall the 3

VICIOUS FINANCING

which came 80 near resulting in the repudi-
ation of the whole of the bonds, and had it
not been for England’s intervention the in-
vestors there would have lost_ every cent,
notwithstanding the fact that the canal was
completed. Well, after Mr. Goschen had
straightened this matter out De Lesseps was
lost sight of for a while. The project of a
canal across the Isthmus of Panama begin-
ning to attract attention, he tried to get the
Nicaragua route, but lost -it by one vote.
Then some relative of his, a man named
Lieut. Bonaparte Wise, secured concessions
from the District of Colombia, these being
the concessions on which the work was
afterwards started. The provision was
made that at the end of 99 years from the
date of the agreement the whole canal
should go to the Government, and besides
this it was arranged that in the meantime
all officers of the. Government should be
ltranlport.;d dwi‘l;h their fll::nitm'e and
U ahead of anything else and every-
bo%gy‘g‘l’se. There was a congress inPa?is
to' consider and reg:t upon “the canal
scheme.  Sir John wkshaw, the most
eminent hydraulic engineer in the world,
was to attend for England along with
other - celebrated engineers, and‘ Ad-
miral Ammen and Mr. Monecal,
civil engineer for the United States
Navy, were the representatives of the
United States. The last named gentlemen
had in their ~possession the five different
plans and surveys that had been made by
the United States Goyernment during
General Grant’s administration. These
drawings had previously been submitted to
an gltimate commission which

SELECTED THE NICARAGUA ROUTE.

ay the most feasible. - Some time before this
De Lesseps had gone to Secretary of State,
Ewarts and asked bim for these plans, bnt
Mr. Ewarts thinking that De Lesseps had no
business with them, said theg were not
ready. - The United States and British dele-
gates to the Paris congress were at Havre
when the vote was taken, and though they
asked a delay until they shonid get there,
their request was refused and the vote was
taken. It .resulted in -endersing the De
Lesseps scheme, but the value of the deci-
sion may be judged when I tell you that
seventeen of the.enoingers who voted were
men who had been under De Lesseps at the
Suez canal work., Mind you, all these
American surveys had been submitted to Sir
JohnHawkshaw who said that the Nicaragua
route was decidedly the best. But the-
De Lesseps route was selected, and when
this was done Lieat. Wise said: *“Lhave
secured concessions there, and you can’t get
it.” ‘They negotiated for the transfer of his
privileges with the result that he was paid
two millions to hand them over. Then
the project hung fire for a time. English
engineers who had looked into the scheme
were not backward in saying what the
thoughv of it, and their opposition bade fair
to result in the failure of the project. The
engineering difficulties were pointed out
phainly. The canal was planned in such a
way that the 3

CHAGRES RIVER CROSSED IT

no less  than twenty-nine times, winding
around it like a snake. The rainfall
at Panama is the heaviest in the
world, being not less than seventy-two inches
per year, and the consequence is that the
Chagres rises and falls very rapidly. It has
been known to rise as much as forty feet in
one night, and the impossibility - of the pro-
jeot is seen when you know that the bed of
the canal is twenty-eight feet below the
river, so that one of the constantly occur-
ring floods or freshets would be sixty-eight
feet above the bed of the canal on a level,
and what would control the violence of the
torrent? There were tobe no locks. The
tide at Panama rises twenty-six feet, ac-
cording to the surveys and reports of some
of the most eminent surveyors in the world.
Capt. Jos. Dow, general agent of the Paci-
fic Mail company, who had been there for
thirty years, agrees with that report. The
rise and fallat Aspinwall (Colon) on the At-
lantic  side is eighteen inches, and
you can see by comparing these
fignres that no ship in the world -could
steer th h there with such a current as
there would be. Besides the tidal and
river waters, too, there are millions and

MILLIONS OF SPRINGS

here and there, caused, of course, by the
heavy rainfall. Below the surface of the
land, and on the surface, are mangrove
roots interwoven like a. huge net, and
almost impossible of working. De Lesseps’
proposal was to dam the Chagres at its
source and make a lateral canal by tunnel-
ling, this latter project being more difficult
of accomplishment and more expensive than
the original canal itself. Before the work
was commenced at all, the Isthmus was
visited by what is now kndwn as the cele-
brated Technical Commission, which after-
wards made a report on the feasibility and
expense of the canal construction. This
Commission was on the ground for 50 days.
It spent one day at each end settling in
the hotels, eto ; there were eight Sundays
on which no work was done, there were two
banquets, one at Panama and’one at in-
wall, each of which took one day, thus
bringing the actual working time down to
38 days. A yonng Frenoh ensign was sent
out to Isle !e Noa, where the Pacific Mail
steamers have their harbor,

TO TAKE THE TIDES.

He was out there 16 days, and reported
that the tide was 16 - feet notwithstanding
that all the eminent surveyors and hydro-
graphers who ever visited the place had

ven it at 40 feet. Such was the work

and after so shorta time on the Isth:
‘mus, the Commission returned to New York

th their report, which was made up on

in ‘more thoronghly understanding the |

the steamer en route from Aspinwall to
New York, a very short time indoed to
gg:'to’:ltﬂh an - i . estimate.
ir document did not even possess
. elaborate. It was writ-
» sheet ufmioohotp, and took
- b pages for title, report, sig-
natures and' everything. The eltimltegd
cost, including con ncies, was placed at
sixty million francs. In~ ‘connection—
and to show the value of an estimate which
ht be made De it may be
to recall the fact that his estimate for
the Buez canal was forty-five millions,
whkhm&lthnhﬂfdwh:titmtmuy
cost, and when on an undertaking of that
kind, with such opportunities of survey,
etc., such
AN ENORMOUS MISTAKE
could be made, how was anyone to
any reliance in the Panama canal figures ?
However, he had the report of the Techni.
cal Commission. He
York,

place
?

prey
or newspaper men, and to them he
talked of the gigantic project with fluency
and 3 ﬂe was then De Lesseps,
the man whose name and fame as the bnile:r
of the Suez canal had spread abroad, and he
was received with open arms. From New
York he j ed to California. In the
meantime the San Francisco Chamber of
Commerce had a) ted a special commit-
tee to investigate the respective merits of
the Panama and Nicaragua canal projects.
This committee bad spent many weeks ex-
awmining drawings, papers and wi

and was ready to recommend any route that
would result in a canal being built for the
benefit of the west coast of Awerica. With
their work already well in hand, the com-
mittee met De ps _and asked him
twenty-five questions. He said nothing
would give him pleasure than to
answer the questions, and answer them he
did, but in such a way that the committee
was more satisfied than ever that he did
nov_know the first thing about the great
work he was to undertake. In the first
place it transpired that for the whole canal]
there had

ONLY BEEN ONE CROSS SECTION

taken. In other words, there was never a
survey made, and. the projectorate did not
know what they were doing. De Lesseps
was greatly astonished at the knowledge the
committee possessed, and he was very much
more astonished at some of the questions
they asked him. .* How are you going to
control the waters of the river?” they
wanted to know, and he said in reply that
he was going to build s dam one mile long
and 120 feet high. * What sort of a
foundation have you ¥ ? was asked, and all
he could say in reply was. that he
didn’t know, but it would be all
right. As a matter of fact the com-
mittee had knowledge then that the

und where the foundation for this
ﬁz)n must be, was mud, soft, slimy mud,
which would run like molasses, and would
give support to nothing. “Thus the retain-
ing wall for what was to be a great inland
sea, the *“ Ocean de Lesseps,” was to stand
on what was worse than running sand—
this wall which must be 8o constructed as
to withstand a pressure almost incalculable !
Another: point, and an important one, too,
that- was completely everlooked by the
Technical Commission wss that there were
in the middle of the route’ three

PRIMARY FORMATION MOUNTAINS,

which had to be cut throngréi a most
enormous expense and great difficulty, so
great in fact as to be almost practically im-
possible. Yet the presence of. these obstruc--
tions was complately ignored, and'it fact it
wos doubtful if De Lesseps knew of their
existence. Asa great Frenchman, & man
of world-wide fame, a di i visitor
and a guest of the city, it may be
easily understood why it was that De Les-
up;, while in San Fx;;noinoo, was tr;:nteg
with every respect and courtesy, was dine
and fetedryn;d made much of, but that all
the fuss that was made over him meant an
éndorsement of the project, is quite another
proposition. It meant nothing of the kind,
but when De Lessps returned to France he
stated that the people of San Francisco were
in a perfect furore over the undertaking and
were tumbling over one another to get stock
in it, But, he declared, and most dramati-
cally too, they shall not have one single
share which can be sold in France, for this
is a patriotic enterprise. To use very home-
ly English, De lied. He had no
right to declare of the outset what

HE ENEW TO BE A FALSEHOOD,

for there had been sold in San Francisco
only one single share, it being bought
by < a [French wine merchant and
that too because De Lesseps was at thehead
of it. = The French people took all this for
granted. They rushed for stock, and
enthusiasm creating courage and sus-
pending common sense, they went A
No wonder the stock was sold, and who do
you sup| got it? There are 15,000
women who own less than five shares each,
there are 12,000 with less than 10, and 3,000
under 20 shares. These are the women of
France, principally the working women
who toiled and saved only to be robbed by
an unscrupujous scoundrel as De Lesseps
must have been, or he would never have
done i, With the money in hand the
work commenced. The first move was to
buy the great Grand Hotel in Panama, for
which they paid an enormous sum. Then
they bonght the Panama railway,and do you
think the financiers who had the selling of
this road did not know what they were
about? Why the stock went up to 264 in
anticipation of xt::i “Ll:' f:;e e fact :xa;
en: i that price wo!
%e :nlly good m@ne men who went down to
work on the canal died by hundreds of yel-
low fever, and there was much suffering and

Soon the funds played out, and De Lesseps
began to issne debentures, which he was able
to sell without difficulty. He was looked
-upon as

A GREAT FINANCIER,

and when he was in San Franeisco someone

during construction ? He explained that he
changed it from bank to bank, and thereby
made interest. It was a preposterous pro-
position, and went to show how little he
knew. Another thing, he objested to put-
ting locks in the canal on the ground that
at Havre he had seen that it took an hour
and a half to lift n ship in the locks, and-he
would scarcely believe it when told that, at
Sault Ste. Marie, a 16-foot lift only took a
few minutes. De Lesseps, too, wasted
an enormous amount of money on
useless machinery which was never used
and never could be used on the work. In
the first place the route was ‘impracticable,
according to his own plans. From the first
there was misrepresentation and fraud and
deceit. It was a straight boodling scheme
from the outset, and no one who knows the
circumstances can have the least feeling of
sympathy for the prime. mover. The
Panama canal scandal will go down to his-
tory as the maost gigantic' swindle ‘of the
world, and centuries from now will be
looked back to as one of the wonders of the
period.”

JImpaired digestion repaired by Breoma's
PrLLs,

misery of which the world did not know. o

asked him how money could pay interest |-

HAWAIIAN ANNEXATION.

Interview Between the Commissioners
and Seeretary of State Foster—
Nothing Definite Known.

Poliey of the United States Outlined

by Secretary Marcy Forty
Years Ago.

WasmiNeToN, Feb. 7. —The Hawsiian
snnexation Commissioners and Dr. Mott
Smith, Hawaiian minister, heéld another
interview this morning with Secretary Fos-
ter, of the State department. As were the

previous two interviews, it was informal,
being confined to an interchange of nnofficial
oconversation on the subject of the annexa-
tion of the Hawaiian Islands to the United
States. Nothing was said about the time
when the commission would be received by
President Harrison and thus formally recog-
nized. The determination of this date wﬁl
depend upon the nature of the advices re-
ceived from Honolulu, which are expected
to reach San Francisco on the S.8.
Australia. = After the Commissioners
had retired, Secretary Foster remained
in_consultation with Assistant Secretary
Adee and Solicitor of Claims Partridge nn-
til he was late for the
inet. tAll ttll:‘:membeu of dt.l:e Cabinet were
present at meeting to-day, except Sec-
retary Noble. No change in tio ;itzpﬁm of
Hawaiian affairs, as far as the Cabinet is
oonoen;:d, wzn mt.l‘;da mmné::: at the meet-
ing tq-day. e mem| passed their
viewtg upon the subject of annexing the
Hawaiian Islands, and unless the President
and Secretary of State conclude their nego-
tintions with the Commissioners or decide
that negotiations cannot be formally de-
cided upon, of course there will be nothing
for the Cabinet as a body to consider,
When the Commissioners separated from
Secretary Foster to-day there was no de.
finite engagement made.
The president yesterday afternoon in re-
sponse to the resolution adopted last Fri-
day, transmitted to the Senate copies
of the annexation . treaty negotiated
between the representatives of the
United States and King Kameha-
meha in 1845, together with the
correspondence relating thereto. The cor-
respondence includes a letter of instruc.
tions from the secretary of state to
the United States minister to Hawaii ;
Gregg’s report to the state department
narrating the circumstances of the nego-
tiation of the treaty and the condition of
affairs on the islands at that time ; the
minister’s report of the death of King
Kamehameha and the accession of his suc-
cessor to the throne; the subsequent de-
cline of the annexation sentiment nunder the
new kingdom, and finally Secretary Marcy’s
letter to the minister expressing disapproval
of the terms of the treaty as megotiated.
Although the letter of Secretary Marcy
was written nearly forty years ago it is
thought to fairly represent the views of this
administration upon the question of an-
nexation of Hawaii. In it he objected
to the immediate incorporation of
the islands into the "United States
as an independent state, and gaid :
**I understand the measure proposed by
the people and that in which the present
rolers. are disposed to concur, is annexa-
tion as dhﬁnﬁl.x'uhed from protection ;
and that it their intention . that
those islands shall become a part of our
territories and be under control of this
t as fully as any. other of its ter
ritorial Should the sov:
of these islands be transferred to the United
States the present Government should, as a
matter of course, be superseded by, or at
least subjected to the Federal authority of
this country.” i
Sax Francisco, Feb. 7.—At a meeting of
the Congregational ministers of this city
yesterday, the Hawaiian situation was dis-
cussed. The speakers, most of whom had
been residents of the Islands, stated that
the condition of the natives would be
greatly benefited by annexation to  the
United States, and that the islands would
add greatly to the prosperity and wealth of
America. Resolutions were adopted heart-
ily favoring the aunexation of Hawaii.
Lonpox, Feb, 7.—It is stated: that the
Government of New Zealand has sent a
strong protest to the British Government
ainst the annexation of Hawaii to the
,I?nited States. . No definite answer has been
returned.

MARINE MOVEMENTS.

The Wilmington’s Ill-Luck Does Not Deser
Her, and Fire Completes the Destruetive
‘Work of the Storm.

News %u received & >
steamer Wilmington, after weathering oun
four days of terrific gales off CaPe Flattery
d ﬁndly succeeding in reaching port at
Astoris, afterward caught fire and was com-
pletely destroyed. It appeacs that she left
Astoria for Linton on Saturday and began
discharging cargo at that place, at about 5
% 3 } ere was then no sign of fire in her
old. Several hours later smoke was dis-
ocovered issuing therefrom. « All hands
made desperate efforts to Jocate and put out
the fire but with no avail. “The injectors
were and the vessel settled part way
and then stopped.: An atten;stv to get a fire-
engine from %ort.lmd proved fruitless and
at about 8 o’clock Monday morning the
flames burst through the and in two
hours the vessel was completely deatror
ed, nothing remaining except  the badly
ed iron hulk. 'he W n was
valued at $50,000, part of which was cover-
ed by insurance. - About $2,000 worth of
lime rock and 1,000 barrels of lime was lost,
the remainder of the cargo bein,
hard work.  The fire was oauseg
reaching the lime in the hold.
HINDRANCES INSTEAD OF HELPS.
Complaints are made by the masters of
steamers navigating the lower Fraser that
the ,buoys are practically worse than use-
less at this season of the year. The major-
ity have shifted from their position, and
consequently show a false channel where
they are visible at all,

The N.P.R. steamship Flintshire, Capt.
William Dwyer, came alongside the outer
wharf at noon yesterday, having been in
quarantine at Albert Head station ever since
her arrival from the Orient. On Tuesday
the steamer Earle thoroughly fumigated the
ship, and since then her compartments were
all kept closed until yesterday, when her
Chinese and Japanese ers were put
on board the old steamer Amelia for further
confinement. The Flintshire brought 2,395
tons of general cargo, including 500 tons of
silk for New York, and 1,000 tons of rice
for various ports. Her Victoria freight
amounts to 500 tons general merchandise,
which will be discharged immediately, and,

slde it, the Flintshire will then pro-

ooed'::zt route. If, however, the .h.iﬁ

does not go-over ﬂ;l:e Sou%&hewﬂlhnd -
cargo - at- thi

fkt | Zmbl:lr:wn in the Yoko-

hama dry dock undergoing repairs when the

esterday that the

by water

meeting of the Cab- |the

saved by |-

| Flintshire lefs Japan. These' could not be

completed in less than a month. The in-
quiry into the cause of the accident resulted
in the exoneration of -the captain from all
blame. Assoon as she. comes out of dock
the Zambesi will sail for Hong Kong, where
she is to be delivered to her new owners,
loading there for British Columbia and
American ports. The Flintshire is a com-
tively new vessel of 1871 tons register,

.| baving been built in G w four g
Previous to her chnrte:'.;go the N.g.‘:. 8..8:.
Cheshire line, be-

she was running on the 5
tween London, China and Japan, on which
she will probably go back after she makes
another round trip under her t flag,
a8 by that time the tea trade be started.
Her average running time is from thirteen
to fourteen knots, and. she is capable of car-
rying 4,000 tons of cargo dead weight. The
officers in charge of herare: Wm. Dwyer,
captain: D. Richards, first officer; H,
Dovcnpgt, se&ond officer ; A. Leitrim,
third officer; J. Barnes, purser; George
Washington, chief engineer ; A. Kay, second
en%:eer ;3 J. Patterson, third eer ;
J. Barfoot, fourth engineer, and A. ‘orbes,
D., surgeon.

LETTER FROM MR. M’CARTHY.

- Mr, D'Alton McCarthy has written this
n letter to Mr. Thomas Long, chairman
the Stayner meeting :
Dear MR. Long, —I notice that in the
reports of my speech to the association at
meeting in Stayner, over which yon
g::i:ied the other i ¥y that i&n error,-of
ps comparatively . minor - importance,
seems to. have -been made, whlnbw;lybe
due to inaccuracy in reporting, or may pos-
sibly be owing  to my failare to have suffi-
ciently explained what I desired to say on
the point.
I think I made it plain, at least I tried to
"do 8o, that my reason for severing my con-
nection with the Ministerial y was due
to the fact that I had been attacked in the
Government organ, which attack, I thought,
nrust have been inspired by the administra-
tion, or if not eo inspired had not been dis-
avowed or repudiated, and, therefore, that I
had no alternative than that of holding the
Government responsible fof it.
That, and that alome, was the reason
why, after due reflection, I deliberately de-
termined on the action which I took.

But it might appear from the latter part
of my , 88 reported, that the course
of 8ir John Thompson in ignoring me and
thus treating me as not being 'entitled to
any rank or consideration in the had
some weight in leading me to the concinsion
I arrived at.

I desire to say that the Prime Minister’s
course in that matter had nothing what-
ever to do .with my action in asking that
the donvention should be summoned, or in
my determination annc d to the i

tion. I referred to it, though evidently
not with sufficient fulness to make my
meaning plain, for the purpose of showing
how impossible it was for me to offer my
advice to the present cabinet npon the
trade or any other 1 estion, and conse-
quently as & reasorr why, if I was to be of

it

0
)

 day.

any use to my constituency, I should an-
noance publicly what, under happier con-
ditions, I wonld have been able to offer as
oinhu.‘to my political leaders and asso-

In the evening at the banquet I thin
made this cle&l'.g : s

You will, I hope, pardon me for writing
an open letter, but my desire that there
should be Do misunderstanding pessible as
to my motives must be my excose. I re-
main, yours very truly,

D’Avroxn McCarTay.

The * Hoodoo” Broken,

The Victoria Fire department has its
legends and traditions sy is usual with all *
mc}l institutions, but one of its most pe-
culiar ones has back of it the positive proof
of written record. For a number of years.
the eighth day of February has been marked
in the history of the department with a fire,
and, what is still stranger, each of these
fires has shown sufficient evidence to war-
rant the suspicion that all were of incendi-
ary origin. As year after year has
and the record ~remained unbroken, the
matter has en, more and more of the
attention of the Chief of the Fire
ment and the men as well, Last night the
department, mindful of the fateful day,
watched with unusual alertness for the tap
of the gong or rather of the telephone,
which shounld announce that the * Hoodoo **
was still in good working order. One
skeptic sneered at the superstition, but
promptly backed down when several more
strong in faith offered to bet even that the
alarm v&onld &m&m lndbefore the break of

t0 e of locking up the last
form t.hep ““ hoodoo ” had nppnm‘l;ly over-
looked the date, for no alarm had been
sounded to rouse the faithful watchers from
their warm beds.
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OnePound of Johnston's Fluid Beet

Contains more of the Feéding qualities of Beef

Than 50 Pounds of Extract of Beef.

Extracts of Beef are void of all nutritive qualities.

Johnston’s Fluid Beef is rich in the life principle of
Prime Beef. Who would choose a Beef Flavor
perfect Beef Food is available?
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