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received attention. From the ; evi- ! liqnars, or of poesesaion, manufac- 
denoe gathered there Is good reason j tore, ale or gift of or treating Por­
to believe that St. Pierre liquor kfinds *“"  ™™ "

’.Its way Into not only the west cogat 
and sonth coast, but also Into 'St.
John’s and the Northern Bays. Liquor 
Is .smuggled from many other places 
then St Pierre.

Your Commlssionersk are of opinion, 
that in order to successfully grapple 
with it, the detective force should be 
augmented. Tts present strength is 
too inadequate for the constant vigil­
ance necessary to cope with liquor 
smuggling. Special rewards might b<j 
offered to poli te and cnloms offlcels 
to stlnmlite their vigilance.

Your Commissioners are convinced 
that the success of toe administration 
of the Prohibit'.-n Lav depends cn 
tlie efficiency ct the authority con- 
troll lag the distribute n <^f liquor*-.
They are of opinion that the present 
dual control ahonld be; abolished,

Yonr Commission ersihave consider­
ed the question of thet purity of liqu­
ors and are of opinion \ that no liquor 
should not be sent out 'which hap not 
been analysed and the "analyst Is sat­
isfied as to its purity.

Your Commissioners have also con­
sidered the question of manufactur­
ing of beer and stout locally and are 
of opinion that local manufacture of 
beers should be allowed, provided 
manufacturers are allowed to sell

Legislative Council two ■ months, March and April'—there 
were nine arrests .for the same ; cause.

Another ugly feature shows itself 
.by the comparison of the figures of 
1916 and 1920. In 1916 Jess than one- 
third of those arrested were disor­
derly. In 1920 about half of those ar­
rested1 were disorderly. This makes 
clear that the use of dope or moon­
shine creates far more disorder than 
the use of ordinary liquors.

Your Commissions are satisfied 
that the use of moonshine Is preval­
ent not only in St. John's bnt extends 
over the Island. Out of the 82 places 
from which evidence was gathered 39 
reported the manufacture of moon­
shine; 43 reported no moonshine. Out 
of the 66 places giving evidence out­
side of the South West Coast 38 re­
ported the manufacture of moonshine 
27 not any; of the 17 places on the 
South West Coast furnishing evi­
dence only one reported 1 moonshine. 
The close proximity of St. Pierre and 
the general preference for ordinary 
liquor to "moonshine” give the clue 
to the dissimilarity of the propor­
tions.

Dr. Brehm expressed the opinion 
"that the fusil oil in moonshine has a 
definite poisonous effect, is bad for 
the nerve centres, will sometimes 
cause blindness and In the case of 
women and children the effects would 
be more pronounced and especially In 
a child. It certainly would have a bad 
effect on the progeny of those addict­
ed to it."

This evil calls for special remedial 
measures and a strong determination 
to enforce them. Your Commissioners 
are of opinion : 1st. that the posses­
sion of a still for the distillation of 
spirits should be a substantive of- ! 
fence, and that the possession itself 1

. ^Continued.) ^
RETORTDF THE COMMISSION OF 

1981.
To His Excellency Sir Charles 
Alexander Harris, Knight Com­
mander of the Most Dletingulah- 

• ed Order of St Michael and 
Saint George, Companion of the 
Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Commander of the Royal Vic­
torian Order, Governor and 
Commander-In-Chief In and 
over the Island of Newfound­
land and its Dependencies.

Your Excellency:—The members of 
the Royal Commission have the hon­
our to return the Commission and to 
submit with It a statement <>f their 
findings and a list of their recdmmen- 
datlons.

Its members held very many ses­
sions In St. John’s and also a num­
ber of sessions at Port Union during 
which they took very considerable 
evidence In the form of sworn testi­
mony, answers to Interrogatories and 
police records. They have enquired 
Into and considered the Prohibition 
Plebiscite Act 1915 and the Amend­
ments thereto ; (1) the object, scope 
and defects thereof ; (2) the Adminis­
tration of the said Acts, and (3) the 
etills which have arisen since the 
^aid Acts became law.

The Commission itself sets out the 
representations contained in two pe­
titions presented to the House of As­
sembly in the session of 1920; one pe­
tition praying for greater stringency 
ir. the enforcement of the said Act; 
and the other praying for the provld- j 
in g of facilities of obtaining alcoholic ! 
liquors, as beverages under a system 
of control. . i

Your commissioners observe that j 
both petitions point out the existence | 
of certain abuses wh'ch have develop­
ed under the Prohibition Act.

;i) Sale of “Dope”
(2) Abuse of prescriptions
(3) Manufacture of “Moonshine”
(4) Increase in smuggling of liqu­

ors.
The enquiry has satisfied Your 

Commissioners of the existence! of 
evils which call for adequate remed­
ies.

One of the first evils which grew 
to considerable dimensions under the 
Prohibition Act was the use of es­
sences commonly called "Dope” for 
beverage purposes. The evil, which 
was apparently inappreciable before 
Prohibition, gradually grew in spite 
of partial blacklisting of particular 
essences until last summer, when 
sterner steps were taken to suppress 
it. Up to that time most of the con­
victions on the charge of being 
“drunk” and “disorderly” arose from 
the drinking of "dope”. This is borne 
out by the police records of arrests 
of “drunks” and “drunks and disor­
derlies”. The numbers are as fol­
lows:—

MISS MARJORIE HUTCHINGS
St. John’s Gifted Contralto, in Selected Program of High Class Songs

witij penalties, manufacturers with 
liquors for manufacturing purposes, 
provided that , where the manufacture 
is not of medicines, essences, food­
stuffs, or aerated waters, It shall be 
made non-potable before It leaves the 
Department v. I

17. The onus of proof for offences 
under the Act to be on the accused.

18. Imprisonment without the op­
tion of a fine to be imposed for fourth 
and subsequent convictions from the 
date of new Act.

19. Special rewards to be offered to 
police officers and customs officers 
who show marked viligance in enforc­
ing the Act.

20. Detective force to be Increased 
for the enforcement of the Act.

21. No liquor seized by the police 
to be sent out until its purity is as­
certained by analysis.

22. Manufacturers to be authorized 
to sell to the Board of Control such 
beers and stout as the Board may 
order.

23. Provision to be made for carry­
ing on an educational campaign on 
the detrimental effects of drinking 
“dopes” and moonshine.”

24. The whole statute law as amen­
ded to be consolidated.

Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM F, LLOYD,

Chairman.
L. CURTIS,
EDGAR JONES,
T. M, MITCHELIt,
A. R. ANDERSON,
J. V. O’DEA,
GEO. F. GRIMES.

.heedej 
liott. i 
sart a 
Isted < 
11, Re' 
tul’s, 1 
lose m 
the p 
menti

mominsj 
1th pro] 
1st Bom 
Jth thel 
te opinij 
insidere 
bile tha 
pored, 
joral wi

i a substantiate offence; and that the 
; penalties provided should be double 
I of those provided for the illicit sale of 
1 liquor.

Your Commissioners are also of 
! opinion that an educational campaign 
j should be inaugurated to teach peo- 
i pie the danger of the use of “moon­
shine” and "dope,” and suggest that 
this campaign be conducted through 
the churches, the Sunday schools, 
public schools, the press and by the 
distribution of leaflets and pamph-
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ment. The power of appointment,1 
suspension, dismissal, and direction l 
of the general manager and other of- : 
ficials and servants to be In the 
Board.

7. Rules and Regulations (includ­
ing penalties) after approval by the 
Governor-in-Oouncil and publication 
in the Royal Gazette, to have the 
force of law.

8. The Board to be given discre­
tion to refuse to fill and prescription 
of any medical practitioner whom 
they find is not acting In accordance 
with the Act, with a right to appeal 
to the Supreme Court for any person 
aggrieved by the action of the Board.

9. To make it an offence for any 
person to obtain a prescription under 
false pretenses.

10. Prescriptions to he filled In the 
City of St. John’s only by the Depart­
ment and the Department to be kept 
open at such hours on working days, | 
Sundays and holidays as the Board 
may from time to time appoint

11. The poeesssion of a still for dis­
tillation of spirits to be an offence ; 
and possession itself to be presump­
tive evidence of possession for distil­
lation.

12. The manufacture, possession, 
sale, gift or, or the treating of any 
person to “moonshine" to be an of­
fence with penalties double those 
provided for the illicit sale, of liquors.

13. The right to sefcrch and the in­
demnity in regard to search for illicit 
manufacture, importation and sale of

FOOTWEAR!
„______ ______ . ,, , ua-y mignt Lane cue nu un auutirely upon my own convictions In .... , , . ,

this matter ahead with the open and gross viola
t .  ...... . tions of the law which they contemI have no desire at this time to................................. ,,_ , plated when they introduced the nodiscuss the law now upon out Statute , , ,, , .

Books, or the one which is now before torlous est,mate of 0Ter $400'000 fo1 
us, all I ask is that time be given so iût«lcaUne liquors. Now, what arr 
that all who wish may have an oppor- 1 driTlng at? Just this’ clean out the 
tnnity to give their views either for Controller’s Department, and put in
or against, or in favour of some other charge a 8taff who are as notoriou8l> 
legislation, so that with all opinions in tavor of the principles for which 
before us we may be better able to tbe Act stands' as the past staffs
bringing into force an act which will, have, beeD/ opposed' and see what the

-, _„ .._________________ __result will be. We are told that fouras far as possible, harmonise the many •
conflicting opinions which we are «-Ministers of Justice have stated 
now up against that the Act could not be enforced.

Just one word here with regard to md u ever occur to them to put its 
the act now in force, or to be more carrying out into the hands of men 
correct, that act not force. The wbo were anxious to do it? If it did 
Prime Minister stated in the Lower tben tbey were never very anxious 
House, a day or two ago, if he is ' 40 dnd °uf whether the law could be 
rightly reported, that no helpful sug- | enforced Or not for no attempt was 
gestions had been offered by those'. ever made along these lines. Imagine
opposing the passing of this new act.1 a business man to-day employing in
Well, I’ll give one for what it is hls office or premises any man who he
worth. It is a fact well known to all knew was opposed to the very princi-
that the Controller’ department— j ples upop which the business was 
which is the department which has ( run. I have given this suggestion for 
the responsibility of carrying out the what it is worth, it is put forward in 
Act—has been staffed by individuals answer to those who say that no al- 
who are known to be opposed to the ternative to the proposed legislation
very principles of it In saying this I bas been offered- 1 do not T:=h « t0 
do not blame or criticise these men be onderstood that I am in favor of
because of their opinions, but I do the present law- “ 11 now atands- but
blame successive Governments for al- [ do 4hink an bonest attempt should 
lowing them to occny positions in be made to carry 11 out- with 80me 
which they are asked to carry ont a amendmentls that do p°‘ conflict with 
law in which they do not believe. One lts prlnclp,e8' 7hicb wD1 make 14 a 
of these very individuals has done common sense Iaw- 
more during hls tenure of office to Now my chief reasons for opposing 
bring this country Into disrepute in 4be 8econd reading of this Bill are 
the eyes of the outside world, than all 4beso- *n the first place, the number 
the rest of our civil servants put to- 04 pr°tests, which do not so much op- 
gether a dozen times over. His op- pope the measure, as ask for suffle- 
poeition to the principles of the Act ieqt tlme for its consideration. These 
were well known to everybody, and I bave come from gentlemen who are

In 1917 and 1918, the police records 
do not show the number of drunks 
etc., due to “dope.” Bnt in 1919 and 
’.920, the evil has grown to such a 
proportion that the police began to 
keep a record of the causes vîiich 
were leading to a marked incre"=e in 
drunkenness and disorderlines...

In 1519 there were over 2Î >.c. 
more arrests than there were In "At? 
and 1 '■ ogether. This was due main­
ly to the drinking of “dope.” of the 
328 cases in 1919, 160 were So to 
dope; and of the' 276 caoes ! 1.920,
'■98 were due to dope, she An, -ti in­
crease of nearly 25 p.c. ever 1’ at of 
r 919.

The first four months of the pres­
ent year show a marked decline of 
drunkenness from th's cause. Gut of 
83 arrests reported by thJ police 14 
were due to dope or an average of 
3 1-2 monthly in 1919. This may be 
attributed partly to the steps taken 
last summer in blacklisting a large 
number of essences, the activity of 
the police and other causes. Last 
September, the police began to keep a 
record of the information they elicited 
from persons arrested for drunken­
ness as to what they had been drink­
ing. This record points to liquor ob­
tained by smuggling and on scripts 
as manifest causes of drunkenness.

Further the decline in the use of 
“dope” in St. John’s has seen another 
evil springing up, viz: the use of 
’moonshine.” The police records show 
that during six months dating from 
and including Sept. 1920 to the end 
of February 1921 there were four ar­
rests for “moonshine,

Moonshine,
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soles, damaged by water ,at

larly , where medical practitioners 
are not resident, there are no facili­
ties. for obtaining liquor for medicin­
al purposes, and even where medical 
men reside in places outside of St. 
John's, the cost of the prescription, 
the high cost of the liquor and the 
frequent loss on transportation 
through pilfering place the use for 
this purpose out of thq reach of the 
poorer members of the community.

Your Commissioners consider that 
some quantity should lie obtainable 
for a household without a prescrip­
tion from a medical practitioner un­
der as strict a safeguard as can be 
provided* by rules and regulations, 
not to exceed the rate of:

A. 24 oz. of Spirits! 24 oz. of Wine,
2 doz. 12 oz. battles of beer or stout 
or, •’ - • • — 5 ' '

B. 24 oz.'Spirits, 48 os. of Wine or,
C. 24 ox. of Spirits, 4 doz. 12 oz. 

bottles of Beer or Stout
every three months, or the same pro­
portion monthly or half'yearly, as the 
Board may ' deem circumstances war­
rant.

Your Commissioners are of opinion 
that the method of distribution in the 
city and the ontports should be letf 
to a Board of Control, under a sys­
tem of Identification of the applicant 
and the recording of the quantities 
obtained.

Your Commissions find, further, 
that in the prissent Act there Is no 
provision for thé supply' of liquor for 
the medical chest of steamers gad 
vessel». N

The question of smuggling has «i«e
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Pnce-- '• •• •• - *:..................... $1.00 the pair
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bize 14/2 only. Price ........ .. ..v. ....................... ..$1.00 the pair
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