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To His Excellency Sir Charles
Alexander Harris, Knight Com-
mander of the Most Distinguish-
' ed /Order of St.-Michael and
Saint George, Companion of the
Honourable Order of the Bath,
Commander of the Royal Viec-
torian Order, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in and
over the Island of Newfound-

" land and its Depéndencies. .
Your Excellency:—The members of
the Royal Commission have the hon-
our to return the Commission and to
submit with it a statement of their
findings and & list of their recdmmen-

dations.

Its members held very many ses-
sions in St. John’s and also & num-

ber of sessions at Port Union during

which they took very considerable
evidence in the form of sworn testi-
mony, answers to interrogatories and
police records. They have enquired
into and considered the Prohibition
Plebiscite Act 1915 and the Amend-
ments thereto; (1) the object, scope
and defects thereof; (2) the Adminis-
cration of the said Acts, and (3) the
evils which have arisen since the
said Acts became law.

’I'he Commission itself sets out the
representations contained in two pe-
titions presented to the House of As-
sembly in the session of 1920; one pe-
tition praying for greater stringency
in the enforcement of the said Act;
and the other prayng for the provid-

ing of facilities of obtaining alcoholic !

liguors as beverages under a system
of control.

Your
both petitions point out the existence

of certain abuses which have develop-

ea under the Prohibition Act.

1) Sale of “Dope”

(2) Abuse of prescriptions

(3) Manufacture of ‘“Moonshine”

(4) Increase in smuggling of liqu-

ors.

The enquiry has satisfied Your
Commissioners of the existencel of
ev.ls which call for adequate remed-
ies.

One of the first evils which grew |
to considerable dimensions under the |

Prohibition Act was the use of es-
commonly called “Dope” for
The evil, which

sences
beverage purposes.

was apparently inappreciable before |

gradually grew in spite
of partial blacklisting of particalar
essences until last summer, when
sterner steps were taken to suppress
it. Up to that time most of the con-
victions on tne charge of being
“drunk” and “disorderly” arose from
the drinking of “dope”. This is borne

Prohibit'on,

out by the police records of arrests
of “drunks” and “drunks and disor-
derlies”. The numbers are as fol-
iOwWS:—
190 o o5 G . &9 [os, oo 88 450 80
1018 i e 55 am wieewion s OB
1919 G s 0 m e ad Wl s 5088
1920 ..276

do not show the number of‘drunks !

due to “dope.” But in 191$ and
the evil has grown to such a
that the police began ¢*o
causes Jiicn

etc.,
1920,
proportion
keep a record of the

wvere leading to a marked incre~ce in |

drunkenness and disorderlines..

Tn 1219 there were over 20 3Bm.c
» arrests than there were ia " 17
i07% ogether. This was due main-
drinking of ‘“dope.” of *he

o the
28 cases in
dqope; and’ of the 276 caces 1 1920,
*98 were due to dope, she ta v in- |
~rease of nearly 25 p.c. cver tat of |
7919,

The first four months o the pres-
ent year show a marked decline of
drunkenpess from th’s cause. Out of |
83 arrests reported by tao police 14
were due o dope or an ~verage of |
3 1-2 monthly in 1919. This may be |

attributed partly to the steps taken‘
last summer in blacklisting a large

number of essences, the activity of
the police and other causes. Last
September, the police began to keep a
record of the information they elicited
from persons arrested for drunken-
ness as to what they had been dr.nk-
ing. This record points to liquor ob-
tained by smuggling and on scripts
as manifest causes of drunkenness.
Further the decline in the use of
“dope” in St. John’s has seen ancther
evil springing up, viz: the use of
‘moonshine.” The police records show
that during six months dating from
anvi including Sept. 1920 to the end
of February 1921 there were four ‘ar-
rests for “moonshine,” in the last

two: monuu, lurch nd Awﬂ—thm

were nine arrests.for the same cause.

Another ugly feature’ show' itsels |
by the comparison of the ﬂg'utea of |.
1916 and 1920. 1In 19186 less than one-
third of those arrested were disor-
derly. In 1920 about half of those ar-
rested’ were disorderly.. This makes
clear that the use of .dope or moon-
shine creates far more disorder than

7/
the use of ordinafy liguors.

Your = Commissions - are  satisfied
that the use of moonshine is preval-
ent not only in St. John’'s but extends
over the Island. Out of the 82 places
from which evidence was gathered 39
reported the manufacture of - moon-
shine: 43 reported no moonshine. Out.
of the 66 places giving evidence out-
side of the South West Coast 38 re-
ported the manufacture of moonshine
27 not any; of the 17 places on the
South West Coast furnishing evi-
dence only one reported ' moonshine.
The close proximity of St. Pierre and
the general preference for ordinary
liquor to “moonshine” give the clue
to the disslmdlarity of the propor-
tions,

Dr. Brehm expressed the opinion
“that the fusil oil in moonshine has a
definite poisonous effect, is bad for
the nerve centres, will sometimes
cause blindness and in the case of
women and children the effects would
be more pronounced and especially in
a child. It certainly would have a bad
effect on the progeny of those addict-
ed to it.”

This evil calls for special remedial
measures ard-a strong determination
to enforce them. Your Commissioners

commissioners observe that;

i any person with moonshine should be |

a substantiative offence; and that the | tribution of liquor.

. penalties provided should be double |

In 1917 and 1918, the police records

1919, 160 were & 0 to.

ﬂgtlnﬂu#an

are of opinion:
l]sion of a still for the distillation of
| spirits should be a substantive of-
fence, and that the possession itself
should be presumptive evidence it is
| possessed for that purpose;

| of those provided for the illicit sale of
i liguor.

Your Commissioners are also of
| opinion that an educational campaign
! should be inaugurated to teach peo-

2nd, that |

1st, that the posses- |
| have not found sufficient grounds to

| justify in going further than appears

possession, giving, selling or treating |
| for the purchase, dispensing and dis-

|

|

| of the Department under a Board of

ple the danger of the use of “moon- |

shine” and “dope,” and suggest that
this campaign be conducted through
the churches, the sunday

distribution of leaflets
lets.

The matter of “prescriptions”
| received much attention and

has

iguising the fact that a large propor-
tion of the liquor obtained by pre-
scriptions is used purely as a bever-
age and not for medicinal purposes,
as the Act provided. This abuse has
become quite clear to the police.
Their records obtained; as has already
been indicated show that the liquor
obtained by prescriptions has -caused
quite a number of arrests. For
stance, out of 63 arrests for being
“drunks” and “drunk and disorderly”
from March up to and including May
12th of this year 6 were due to "aope,"

|

schools, |
public schools, the press and by the ’ at the end of the third year.
and pamph- | ing members to be eligible for reap-

|

there
can be no good purpose served in dis- |

in- |

|
| ment.
| suspension, dismissal,

ting of beer and stout locally and are

‘r'-ﬁ ’g‘*,uvg Phedigy Tk X
received . ampuou. hom m oyl-
denge gathered there is good reason

 to. believe that St. Plerre ﬁmm&
.its Way into not only the west !

“sonth eout. but also M

John’s and the Northern :Bays. “Liquor
is .smuggled from ‘many other places
than St. Pierre.

Your Commissioners\are of opinlon
that ' in order to ‘successfully grapple
with it, the detective force should be
augmented.
too ‘inadetuate for the constant: vigil-
ance necessary to cope with Hquor
emugging. Special rewards migkt b
offered to poli: amd cuioms officels
tastimmlate their vigilance. ;

Your ' Commissioners are convinced
that the succesr of toe ndministration
of the Prohibiti'n Law depeals cn
e efficiency cf the outhority con-
trolliag the distributicn of liquore.
They are of opinion that the present
dual control should be:abolished,

Your Commissionersihave consider-
ed the question of theipurity of liqu-
ors and are of opinionjthat no liguor
should not be sent out 'which hag not
been analyzed and the :analyst is sat-
isfled as to its purity.

Your Commissioners have also con-
gidered the question of manufactur-

of opinion that local manufacture of
beers should be allowed, provided
manufacturers are allowed to sell
only to the Board of Control herein-
after recommended.

Your Commissioners have consider-
ed carefully the matter of providing
supplies of liquor for beverage pur-
poses purely, in limited quantities and
under strict supervision, but they

in this Report.
RECOMMENDATION.
1. The retention of the Department

2. The abolition of the office of the

Controller.
3. The placing of the sole control

three members; a Medical Practition-
er, a Clergyman, and a Business Man,
who shall retire in rotation, the medi-
cal practitioner at the end of the first
year; the clergyman at the end of
the second year; and the business man
Retxr-

pointment. Appointments of original
members and the filling of vacancies
to be made by the Governor-in-Coun-
cil.

4. Grants to be made to Board and
the accounts to be audited by the Au-
ditor General; net profits to be paid to
Treasury.

5. The power of the Board to include
terms of engagements of officials and
servants and all financial arrange-;
ments to be in the Board.

Tts present stremzth is{.

14, The Boud to be sivm anthorlty

to sell to the heads of households;}

and under rules and regulations, with

penalties, certain quantities of liquors

not' to exceed the rate of

A, ,24 oz of Spirits, 24 oz. of Wine,
2 doz. 12.0z. bottles of Beer or Stout,
or

B. 24 oz. of Spirits, 48 oz. of Wine
or

C. 24 oz..of Spirits, 4 doz. 12, oz
bottles of Beer or Stout .
every three months, or the same pro-
portion . monthly .or half_ yearly, as
the Board may deem circumstances
warrant.

. 16. The Board to.be given author:ty

to supply under rules and regulations .

with penalties, vessels, and steamers,
going coast-wise or foreign, with Ii-

quor. for .medicinal purposes.

.16. The Board to be given authority

to_supply under rules and regulations
with penalties, manufacturers with
liquors for manufacturing purposes,
provided that where the manufacture

is not of medicines, essences, food-'

stuffs, or aerated waters, it shall be

made non-potable before it leaves the'

Department.

17. The onus of proof for offences
under the Act to be on the accused.

18. Imprisonment without the op-
tion of a fine to be imposed for fourth
and subsequent convictions from the
date of new Act.

19. Special rewards to be offered to
police officers and customs officers
who show marked viligance in enfore-
ing the Act.

20. Detective force to be increased
for the enforcement of the Act,

21. No liquor seized by the police
to be sent out unmtil its purity is as-
certained by analysis,

22. Manufacturers to be'authorized
to sell to the Board of Control such
beers and stout as the Board may
order, . '

23. Provision to be made for carry-
ing on an educational campaign on
the detrimental effects of drinking
“dopes” and moonshine.”

24. The whole statute law as amen-

ded to be consolidated.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM F. LLOYD,
Chairman.

L. CURTIS,
EDGAR JONES,
T. M. MITCHELI
A. R. ANDERSON,
J. V. O'DEA,
GEO. F. GRIMES,

Hon. Mr. Milley—Mr, President, I
rise to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, and in doing it is not my in-
tention to delay you with any lenghty

6. A general manager to be ap-
pointed to take charge of the Depart-|
The power of appointment,
and direction |
of the genera! manager and other of—f
ficials and servants to be in the

; Board.

! force of law.

| tion to refuse to fill and prescription
i of any medical

| 9 to “moonshine,” and 27 to liquor ob-
| tained by prescriptions. The follow-‘I
ling is illuminating.
Month, arrests, Dope, Moonshine,
scripts—otherwise.
| January .. .. 21 1 9 b
| February .. .. 11 1 3  d
March .. .. .. 26 3 6 10 7
APl <o v e 26 3 3 10 9
| May (12 dys) 12 3 7 2

While your Commissioners are loth
to attempt to suggest ‘“‘regulations”
which would unduly interfere with
| the  exercise of the discretion of a
medical :
! prescribes “Liquors”. _for .medicinal
| purposes, they find there is need of a
| strong check to stop the loose giving
out of prescriptions. They consider it
Should take the form of a refusal for a
! period of time, to fill the prescriptions
| of any medical practitioner who gives
|out prescriptions loosely under' the
| guise of preserving liquor for medic-
‘ inal purposes.
In many partseof the Island, particu-
!'larly ; where, medical practitioners
are not resident, there are no facili-
ities for obtaining liquor for medicin-
al purposes, and even where medical
men reside in places outside of St.
John's, the cost of the prescription,
the high cost of the liquor and the
frequent loss on transportation
through pilfering place the use for
this purpose out of the reach of the
pboorer members of the . community.

Your Commissioners consider that
some quantity should “be obtainable
for a household without a prescrip-
tion from a“medical practitioner un-
der as strict a safeguard as can be
provided by rules and regulations,
not to exceed the rate of:

A. 24 oz, of Spirits] 24 oz. of Wine,
2 doz. 12 0z, bottln o( beer or stout

or,

C.”24 ‘oz. ot Spirits, 4 doz. 12 0%z,
bottles of Beer or’ Stout
every three months; or the same pro-

Board may ‘deem circumstances war-
rant. ¥

“Your Commissioneu are of opinion
that the method of distribution in the
city and the outports should be leff

(7| to ‘a Board -of Control, uhder a sys-
| tem of idantiﬂmtlon of the applicant
and. thé recording of the Quantities

obtained.
- Your Commissions find; tnrther,
'lActthiu is no
W for th'é supply’ of 1l'fﬁor for

practitioner who honestly‘

portion monthly or half'yearly, as the.

| they find is not acting in accordance

| to the Supreme Court for any person

B. 24 oz, Spirlta 48 oz. of Wine or, |

| ing penalties) after approval by the
| Governor-in-Council
1in the Royal Gazette, to

7. Rules and Regulations (includ-

and publication
have the

8. The Board to be given discre-

practitioner whom

with the Act, with a right to appeal

aggrieved by the action of the Board.

9. To make it an offence for any
person to obtain a prescription under
false pretenses.

10. Prescriptions to be filled in the
City of St. John’s only by the Depart-
ment and the Department to be kept
open at such hours on working days,
Sundays and holidays as the Board.
may from time to time appoint.

11. The posesssion of a still for dis-
tillation of spirits to be an offence;
and possession itself to be presump-
tive evidence of possession for distil-
lation.

12. The manufacture, possession,
sale, gift or, or the treating of any
person to “moonshine” to he an of-
fence with penalties double those
provided for the illicit sale, of liquors.

13. The right to sefirch and the in-
demnity in regard to search for illicit
manufacture, importation and sale of

l{tcw\@ HUDNUT

THREE FLOWERS FACE POWDER

remarks. I wish first of all to state
that I have not been waited upon by
any individuals, clerical or lay, asking
that I take this stand, I am acting en-
tirely upon my own convictions in
this matter,

I have no desire at this time to

,discuss the law now upon out Statute

Books, or the one which is now before
us, all I ask is that time be given so
that all who wish may have an oppor-
tunity to give their views either for
or against, or in favour of some other
legislation, so that with all opinions
before us we may be better able to
bringing into force an act which will,

as far as possible, harmonise the many :

conflicting opinions which we are
now up against.

Just one word here with regard to

the act now in force, or to be more; ’
'I'he,'Wh" were anxious to do it? If it d:dl

Prime Minister stated in the Lowerétheu they were never very anxious Qg
1s: to find out whether the law could be |

rightly reported, that no helpful sug_[enforced or not for no attempt waqi .,

correct, that act not force.

House, a day or two ago, if he

i
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day might “take the lid off” and go!
ahead with the open and gross viola-
tions of the law which they contem-
plated when they introduced the no-|
intoxicating liquors. Now,
I driving at?

charge a staff who are as notoriously ;

the Act stands, as the past

ex-Ministers of Justice have stated
that the Act could not be enforced. |
Did it ever occur to them to put its
carrying out into the hands of men;

torious estimate of over $400,000 for;
what am |
Just this, clean out the |
Controller’'s Department, and put in |

in favor of the principles for whichl
staffs | §
have been, opposed, and see what the:
result will be. We are told that tour,

i S

gestions had been offered by those, :ever made along these lines. Imagine |
|

opposing the passing of this new act.’
Well, I'll give one for what it is
worth. It is a fact well known to all
that the Controller’ department—;
which is the department which has
the responsibility of carrying out the |
Act—has been staffed by individuals
who are known to be opposed to the
very principles of it. In saying this I
do not blame or criticise these men
because of their opinions; but I do
blame successive Governments for al-
lowing them to occuy .positions  in
which they are asked to carry out a
law in which they do not believe. One
of these very individuals has done
more during his tepure of office to
bring this country into disrepute in
the eyes of the outside world, than all
the rest of our civil servants put to-

a business man to-day employing in'
his office or premises any man who he

knew was opposed to the very prixmi-l

ples upon which the business was
run. I have given this suggestion for
' what it is worth, it is put forward in
'answer to those who say that no al-
ternative to the proposed leglslatmn
has been offered. I do not wish it to
be understood that I am in favor of
the present law, as it now stands, but
I do think an honest attempt should
be made to carry it out, with some
amendments that do not conflict with
its principles, which will make it a

common sense law.

( Now my chief reascns for opposing

the second reading of this Bill are
these, In the first place, the number
of protests, which do not so much op-
pose the measure, as ask for suffic-

that he was appointed to the position'
in order that the government of that:
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Boys’ Brown Canvas Ru
Men’s Brown Canvas Ru
Youths’ Brown Canvas

Women’s Brown Canvas

Girls’ Brown Canvas Ru

#Soled Shoes .. .. .. .. ..Cnly
Soled Shoes .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Only
der Soled Shoes .. .. .. .. .. .. .Only
ber Soled Shoes .. .. .. .. .. ..Only
%§oledShoes............ .Only

90c.
$1.10
75c¢.
90c.
T5c¢.

J
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About 200 pairs Ladie
soles, damaged by water,

$1.51

)B L.OT

y damaged by water)
ite Canvas Boets, Shoes and Pumps, leather

the Pair.

100 pairs Child’s White
8l only, Price ..

90 pairs Girls’ White

.

Size 1215 only. Price |
These Girls’ and Chlld’
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gether adozen times over. His op-| PC P 3
position to the principles of the Act| ient-time for its consideration. These
were well known to everybody, and I have come from gentlemen who are augl3,tf
E s have very little hesitation in ssxing (Céntinued on page 9.)
: SNOOD 7
LES - The Slde Show Goes On A Stnke.

5

1

I i

| HeReS

He GeT
T\—,\AT\,)
STusf .

"4; ¥

Skuﬁer Boots with Iron Chrome soles. Size

’i.a.

5 . .$1.00 the

pair

ﬁer La%éd Boots, w1th Iron Chrome Scles.

..$1.00 the

pair

Ladies Department,

'9 The Home of Good Shoes
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