
» y - longer with my 
dare say I am making a nuisance of 
myself. Please tell them to pet me 
down at Albert Oats, By. the by, I 
have hot asked yen—how ls Yolande?"

“Oh, she is very well!" Lady Nora 
replies, briefly, biting her lip Meas­
ily while she looks at him. "Tee 
know Mr. Dormer has been very ill, 
don’t your

“No. I have heard nothing about 
them,” her son answers, curtly.

“But you saw Yolande?" Lady Nora 
asks, in-surprise, but feeling her way 
cautiously.

■Tes, I saw her," Dallas says, 
gloomily. i1

“And you have heard .from her, of 
course?"

“No; I have not heard from her, of 
course,” he replies, with a cold smile. 
"Good-by, mother. Give my kind re­
gards to my wife"—with another cold 
faint smile—“thafe as near as a psnni-
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great Hah,
a shark at that.

The lucky fisherman was 
Nolan, and he was not eut lor 
at all; ha was _ hunting . porpoises, 
with three other men in a stout boat. 

The sea was unusually .nglm* with
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ing?owder no more than a smooth swell, and the 
boat, with Its one sail just drawing 
full Ï6 the'light breeze, was voyaging 
in the neighbourhood of Long Key, 
about a mile from land-, when the 
men caught sight of a queer-looking 
triangular object standing up high 
edit of the water.

At first they could not Imagine what 
it was; but lowering sail, they paddled 
with oars slowly and cautiously to:- 
ward the mysterious object. They got 
finite close to it before they perceived 
It was a gigantic fish, asleep appar­
ently at the surface of the water, its 
huge back fin exposed to view.

Stealthily they brought the boat 
alongside the sleeping monster, and 
Nolan, standing in the bow with har­
poon uplifted, suddenly drove It with 
all bis might Into the body of the fish, 
a- foot or.two forward of the fin.

The fish, waked thus rudely from 
its nap, instantly plunged to the bot­
tom of the sea, and kept on going at 
a speed of at least sixty miles an 
hour. So fast did the harpoon-ltne 
run out that, to prevent it taking fire 
by friction, one of them
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erman
was kept 

busy pouring water over the roller 
over which the rope whizzed. Another 
stood by with an axe, ready to cut the 
line If a hitch occurred.

Pulled Boat Under Water.
The line was 2,400 feet, nearly half 

a mile long; and when all of It had 
run jjut the fish was still travelling. 
What-eaved the men’s lives was tfcat 
the water was not of a great depth. 
But the. staunch boat was bows under 
scores of times, and; they were kept 
frantically at work bailing to make 
her stay afloat

After that had gone on for what 
seemed an age, the fish showed signs 
of tiring. It swam mere slowly; and 
then for the first time Its pursuers 
gained confidence of victory. Simply 
a -matter of sticking at the Job, and 
they were bound to win. But the. 
struggle lasted for ten hours’ before 
the monster acknowledged defeat an# 
came floating helplessly to tfiS'sur­
face, utterly exhausted.

The rest was esy enough. A rope 
was passed with a sailor’s hitch round 
the MW'
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
- *lkn or fifteen pounds. I forgot 
What tt was exactly," Lady Nora ans­
wers, confusedly, wondering distract­
edly what she shall do, and what she 
will hare-to -pay Isabelle Glover to 
get the ring hack again. "She gave 
me forty-live pounds for It—twenty1 tin 
thstmvwing she- called to eee me, and 
twenty-fiva by that check," she things, 
affrightedly. "She’ll make me pay fifty 
or sixty pounds for it at thé very 
least! 'Whab-shall fc<67*

."Well, i suppose, mother, stace-jwu 
arwao badly off,» Dalles Bays, looking 
at-her-wlth gleaming (eyes and S pals 
held, haughty face, *T must not dare 
to ask-you to spend ten or fifteen 
pounds on getting it hack again. Will 
yen however, give me the pawnbroker's 
ticket for the ring?"
- "I—I will. That is—I haven’t * 
ticket It was money sect me by * 
friend," Lady Nora stammers, bushing 
and growing angry as a last resource, 
"I tell you the ring 1» perfectly safe, 
and as soon as I can I will get it 
back for you. I wish to mercy I had 
never seen the thing! I had no idea, 
I am sure, that you would pounce on 
me in this manner for It!"

"It is exceedingly unpleasant when 
we are reminded of our wrong and 
foolish deeds, I know well," Dallas 
sdys, gravely and bitterly. "That ring 
has carried Ill-luck'With- it from the 
very first I won't trouble you any

Nolan and hie men still found them­
selves ht a state of amass. They did 
net knew what they had caught; tor 
they had never seen or heard of suck 
a fish. Scientific experts from the 
biological station ot-the Government 
Fisheries Bureau at Key West, en-

to leave town,* she adds, aloud. "I 
shall tell Yolande I met you—may I, 
dear?" she asks, timidly. “And, Dal­
las, my dear boy, you must take this 
trifle from me—you must indeed, to 
please me; and some du 1 hope to do 
much mere for yen. ttfojjpofrrjfe 
help you, my fcoor boy!**

There are even tears in Lady Nora’s 
eyes, she feels so tender and self-*»se­
rf flc In g Just at this moment. But her 
son puts the offered now back en her 
lap very decidedly, and touches the 
little black-gloved, dainty hand with 
hie lips.

“Thank you, taadrv inis," he says, 
with a little of his eld graceful, pleas­
ant manner—"I will' not Ooed-hy 
again. Of course you may toll Yolande 
you met me, it she cares, to hear of 
me."

He raises hid hat and hie bright, 
tawny, close-cropped, hair gleams in 
the eun, and with a smile of adieu he 
disappear» fn the crowd.
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Off Lady Nora's return home, she 
finds Mr. Carter waiting for her; and 
the worthy man—for he is a worthy 
man—is already on the friendliest 
terms with Miss Dormer, who is knit-
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“Nor can I," Lady Nora rejoins 
meekly, looking up at him very inno­
cently. '"I must have been mad, you 
know—mad with trouble and worry, 
and the debts of my poor boy to pay, 
and—oh, I couldn’t tell,you all!"

"Yes, dear, I’m rare Of It,” says 
honest John.

But for that hateful Lord Pentreath 
and that more hateful Isabelle Glover, 
she might now comfortably bury the 
very memory of that past deed, Lady 
Nora reflects with angry impatience, 
one of the most foolish and danger­
ous things she hue ever done among 
many foolish and dangerous ones.

Three years before," when staying 
at Cheltenham, Lady Nora found her­
self In debt to such a degree that ehe 
dared not even leave the hotel, as she 
had not the means of paying her bill, 
and stayed on week after week, buoyed 
up by the hope that, as the Viscount 
and Viscountess Glynns were coming 
to Cheltenham, things would be made 
smooth for her.

At the eleventh hour their plane 
were changed in consequence of Lady 
Marta's health, and they went to 
Carlsbad Instead. In an evil hour, she 
used to think, but In a lucky kour, she 
thinks now, she made the acquaint­
ance of a Mr. Carter, staying, like her­
self, et the hotel, and ehe was scorn­
fully amused at the vulgar-looking 
little man’s evident reverential admir­
ation for her, until in her desperate 
plight ehe thought of turning his ad­
miration to account.

(To be-continued.)
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