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tween Ontario and Quebec and the new pro­
vince of Manitoba. The eubject was not 
forgotten ; bat, aa was natural, the delegate* 
differed very much in opinion, and a few 
rather ill-digested views were propounded. 
Some desired a Pacific railway at once ; others 
thought the scheme was “ wild and visionary” 
and the Canadians should use the American 
line which will run near the boundary ; and 
others again, urged the use of the Dawson 
route, with steamers on the navigable waters 
and railways around the portages. • It was 
ultimately decided to call the attention of 
the government to the importance of secur­
ing connection with Manitoba as speedily ci 
possible, by asking them to make a survey 
of the proposed Pacific railway, and off* a 
grant of public lands to aid in its construction. 
A Pacific Railway is a great undertaking for 
a country like Canada. But if the north­
west is half what it is reported to be, rail­
way communication we must have thitMigh 
our own territory before many years.

Among the minor questions pronounced 
upon were the following The Government 
yere asked to improve the laws relating to 
Pilots and Pilotage, by introducing the prin­
ciple of competiti ». The present laws were 
generally condemned as unsound in principle, 
and as leading to serious evils. The Board 
refused to ask the repeal of 6c. excise per 
gallon on refined Petroleum oil, except in 
the case of brown oil and other products of 
oil. The necessity of amending the Patent 
laws so that British subjects could obtain 

. patents without a years’ residence was affirm­
ed, and a motion was made that the banks 
should be allowed to resume their issue of 
small notes after the maximum issue of 
$0,000,000 by the Government had been 
made. This motion developed opposition, 
apd was ultimately withdrawn. A draw back 
on Canadian sugar sent to Manitoba, was 
asked for. The proposed Quebec and New 
Brunswick railway, from Woodstock to River 
du Loup, was approved of, as also the Caug- 
nawaga Canal—the latter of which projects 
is almost certain to prove successful.

The closing meeting of ’the Board was 
taken up with a spirited discussion of trans­
portation by railway, which turned more 
particularly on the accommodation furnished 
by the Grand Trunk railway to local freights, 
and the difference made between through 
and local rates. It was at first proposed to 
invoke legislation to put an end to the 
great disparity which exists in the charges. 
By an amendment, it was left to the Council 
of the Board to “ take such action as will 
remedy the evil as far as practicable. ”

On reviewing the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade, we have no hesitation in according 
it a place among the most valuable and use­
ful public bodies of the Dominion. Their

lives.

BURNT TflEIR FINGERS.

____ .. Ottawa, of which ! to revtngr the insult flung in the face of the
proceedings last wjek at QttaW, Ot wnm, JjT 0xfenl>'intint ” in for $1,806 at
we have endeavored to give a concise resume, ^
„„ -d dip»,. „d . -*'4 *4 ^
wo 1U.TC no doubt they will | [^th..U0»Orfort Di-
siderable influence, pot only on the Case cojgort in this logubrieus
ment, but also on the people • représenta- ; ;

_ _ _ _ _ _ I •• Tjif hop" of the Directors that the society
■ ! — ‘ will ret belxtricated pom its present difficulties,

and ("-«ter uU a career o| prosperity, is incoerefed

2 the asseti after the $1,800 is paid. The assets 
ow there is life ie it!yet."
WiAly jinking that so dull a story should be 

enlivened % an anecdote they go on thus
out* lad buried beneath the dtbrii of a 

ie»rnt, op hearing the workmen twjr 
leg a in oniar to hia extraction, shouted, 

i a we', bora. I'm no deed yet. Our toddy 
wwAened" is >o deed yet’ (although ita 

„ hâte been sieging it» requiem) and a 
cordial effort on the port of the timer» ef 
would Soon more than restore it to its 

strdfcgth. and perpetuate the bm ineor-
,v. yutititioa."
Wei suggest to the aforesaid tinners of Oxford, 

that fhere"Is no use trying to perpetuate “th*

The liberal, if notjooee proviaions of the Act, 
providing foi the organization of Mutual Insur­
ance Companies, hade lwee generally taken ad­
vantage of, to that ! Ontario fairly bristle» with 
locM fire companies. And the number is being 
stewily increased. Under the plea of “ home in­
surance " they are being multiplied in every direc­
tion, till their name |s legion ; and the prospect 
is that by and by Wc shall have one for each 
county. It would nd| be surprising if the director» 
and managers of mof of these different associa­
tions, should be fotttid wanting in a knowledge of 
the insurance business. Indeed, ao far as we are 
aware, any spécial knowledge of the kind is not 
sought after, the' belfcf being that anyone who ti 
“ handy with accounts,” can do the thing up first- 
lass. We have before us tlie annual " report 

of one of the* model mutuals—“ The Oxford 
Farmer's Mutual Insurance Association"—» suf­
ficiently imposing dkrne in all conscience. The 
directors of this precious concern tell us that they 
lost $1,800 at a single blow last year ! After ex­
cusing themselves <md expatiating on this dire 
calamity at great length, they proceed thus :

“ There is, howetar, no disguising the fact that 
this heavy loss is a severe blow, and sore discour­
agement to our inf* t society. That it will re­
cover from it, is tlueeiucere nope of the director», 
and to realize whiefc hope they duly labor. The 
Director» feel that ti an error for a young society 
like this to insure Aopertv liable to be deatroved 
by one fire, to the large amount of $1,800, and as 
burnt bairm drted Ou >rf, are resolved m the 
meantime to take no more-such heavy nska. —A 
salutary conclusion.

Shakespeare tells us of some who find “ leai 
in trees, sermons in atones, and good in every­
thing," including tires, he might have added, had 
he bean jweseaaed of the valuable experience of 
the Directors of| “The Oxford Farmer's Mutual 
Insurance Association-' The* directors are clear­
ly ambitious. Their entire receipts for the year 
(they have no capital, of couree) were only $1,- 
759.94, including ahaeaanicnta, and yet they ven 
tured to riak on a tingle property $1,800 ! In all 
this they meant wall ; their sin waa only in being 
too ambitious If they believe ua to be capable 
of counselling them in this weighty criais, we 
wilt offer the advij of Cardinal Wol*y to Crom­
well aa the moat (appropriate thing we have at 
hand :

- Mark but my *11 and that that ruined roe. 
Cromwell, I rh»r*e thee fling away ambition.
By that sin Ml the acgels ; how Can man. then,
The image of lfli Maker hope to win by It"

The* Oxford Directors with their seventeen 
hundred dollars of .yearly receipts were not aatti 
fied with being a ** home institution," but actn 
ally invaded the ounty of York, treadingaqnare 
ly <yi the tow of their big brother “ The Bearer. ' 
And herein waa thtir greatest error. York, as if

home! insurance institution’' unie* it stays o' 
hoinei Ns such infant* should be trusted abroa 1 
U tliia tiid but inatruetive tale wtistirttaily 
prov*. f t

ThSrc att a number of halting, limping con­
cerns, in Oitario who profe* to*11 indemnity from 
lost by fir»—an article whi ‘h they do not kaqs 
and, thenjre, cannot *11 It ti the height of 
assunnee jk> call their policies or oblige tinea in­
surance. fThey are merely a ahow—a shadow 
withbut tic sulistanca. Their policies are simply 
a chflap delusion—cheap at the start, but often 
costly infpe end. Of some of the* we may 
have somllhing to say hereafter. If insurants ti 
worth dotig stall, like everything else, it ti worth
deem* . | |

; the lumber trade.

From -*Tcry part of the Dominion the aame 
general Wport come» of a large and steady expan­
sion of je lumbef trade.

The receipts al Albany are some indication of 
the extatit of the trade from Ontario tike porta. 
At that city, 456,388,910 feet were received in 
1870, tiding the highest figure ever reported by 
over cijit millions of feet. The stock at the 
do* of-the year waa ninety million», or twenty 
million* lew than a yw Nt°- R ti rrpreaemted 
that thi American market has been over stocked 
with ejada sidings, which have, in eonaequence. 
told at I» to #10 per M. le* than then last year.

The Jfcipments of lumber by canal from Buffalo 
and OsAego for three masons are :—

Buflklo.
1870 r. ..168,264,000 feet.
1869 .,4....165.1$6,#00 -
1868 ........ 166,569,000

Oswegtx 
371,616,000 feet. 
361,068,00S “ 
333,256,800 “

The Receipts and Aipnu nU at Chitago are thus
nT°rtf “ Rgcetred. Shipped.
1670.1.. .. 990,834.0.4feet
18694..... »82,646.000 "
18684.. .993,560,000 “ 66*960,000

Thr.producuon of lumber, on the Ottawa and. 
tributaries in 1670 has been stated thus :


