
The Canadian Mining Journal
VOL. XXXIII. TORONTO, July 1, 1912. No. 13

The Canadian Mining Journal
With which is incorporated the

“CANADIAN MINING REVIEW”
Devoted to Mining, Metallurgy and Allied Industries in Canada.

Published fortnightly by the

MINES PUBLISHING CO., LIMITED
Head Office - Room 36, Canadian Birkbeck Building, 10 Adelaide 

Street East, Toronto.
Branch Office................................34B Board of Trade Building
London Office - - - Walter R. Skinner, 11-12 Clement’s Lane 

London, E.C.
U. S. A. Office - Ward & Smith, 931 Tribune Building, New York

Editor Contributing Editor
J. C. MURRAY. B.A., B.Sc. H. MORT1MER-LAMB

CIRCULATION.
“Entered as second-class matter April 23rd, 1908, at the post 

office at BvTfalo, N.Y., under the Act of Congress of March 3rd, 
1879.’

CONTENTS.
Editorial.................................................................................................. 421

Quebec............................................................................................. 421
A Brief Historical Sketch of Gold and Copper Mining in

Quebec, by Dr. James Douglas ........................................... 422
Mica Mining in Quebec, by Hugh S. de Schmid.................... 423
The Provincial Mines Branch and the Mineral Resources

of Quebec, by the Hon. C. R. Devlin............................ 429
Progress of the Mining Industry in Quebec.......................... 430
Mining Laws in the Province of Quebec................................. 431
Early Mining Legislation in Quebec, by J. Obalski............. 432
Graphite in Quebec, by H. P. H. Brumell.............................. 433
The Amherst Graphite Mine........................................................ 435
Special Research Work at McGill................................................ 437
The Quebec China Clay Industry, by James G. Ross...........  439
Pngava, by Théo. C. Denis............................................................. 442
The Magnesite Deposits of Grenville Township, Quebec,

by Harold J. Roast ............................................................  444
Phe Marble Industry in Quebec.............................. '.................. 446
Eelctric Smelting of Titaniferous Ores, by Alfred Stansfield 448 
The Titaniferous Ores and Magnetic Sands on the St. Law­

rence, by E. Dulieux ........................................................ 450
Quebec Mineral Statistics.....................  452
Asbestos Mining in Quebec ........................................................ 453
fhe Present Condition of the Asbestos Industry in Canada.

by H. Mortimer Lamb............................................................... 457
fhe Topographical Division of the Geological Survey, by
r W. H. Boyd.................................................................................... 458

Copper Deposits of Eastern Quebec, by John E. Hard­
man................................................ :................................................ 462

^ *le Eustis Mine, by J. M. Passow........................................... 463
^he Summer’s Field Work of the Geological Survey...........  464
^he Natural Resources Department of the C.P.R., by L. O.

Armstrong...................................................................................... 466
The Weedon Mine.................................... ’......................................... 467
Pecial Correspondence.....................................................................  469

QUEBEC.
In publishing this special Quebec issue of The 

Canadian Mining Journal we have kept in view two 
objects. The first of these has been to bring to the 
attention of our readers the many unique openings 
that the Province offers to the investor. Therefore, we 
have given prominence to such enterprises as the min­
ing and preparation of China clay, the utilization of 
titaniferous iron ore, the markets for mica and graph­
ite, an^ the quarrying of magnesite and marble. 
While, of course, the asbestos industry is not over­
looked, it is not featured strongly, the field of asbestos 
mining has been thoroughly exploited. In fact it has 
suffered from over-exploitation. Hence, we have not 
attempted to do more than present a careful summary 
of the present position of the industry.

Our second object is to impress the public with the 
fact that Province of Quebec is entering upon a new 
phase in its mining history. No spectacular “booms” 
like those of Rossland, Cobalt, and Porcupine, ever 
blessed or cursed Quebec. It has, in truth, been quite 
overshadowed by its sister Province, Ontario. The 
arbitrary line of division between the two Provinces 
has also formed more or less of a barrier to the pros­
pector. In other words, Quebec has not been the 
fashion. Nevetheless, the commercial mining oppor­
tunities in Quebec are unexcelled. One branch of min­
ing may be taken as an instance. The Weedon copper 
mine, operated by a United States company, from small 
beginnings, has developed into a mine of large prom­
ise. The region in which the Weedon is situated has 
for years been known. Outcrops of copper-bearing 
iron pyrites were discovered long before the Weedon 
(or McDonald) mine was opened. Had this discovery 
been made in Ontario, in all probability there would 
have been scores of prospectors on the spot in a very 
short time. Since, however, Quebec was the scene of 
the discovery, no special activity resulted. Fortun­
ately it was that a group of New York mining inves­
tors happened to be looking round for a mining 
chance.

A brighter aspect of the situation is presented when 
minerals other than copper ores are considered. Cana­
dian investors are interesting themselves in China clay, 
in graphite, in mica, and in other mineral products. The 
commercial possibilities of these commodities have not 
been considered until now. With easy access to a cos­
mopolitan shipping port like Montreal there should be 
no difficulty in bringing these ventures to a profitable 
stage of development.

The extraordinary facilities available in the settled 
portions of Quebec, particularly in the Eastern Town-


