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The railway problem k at a criai» Govern­
ment control with the moat npmeerod 
and a Meat railroad men in charge of one greet 
unified system ought to be adopted imme­
diately •

The Labor Problem
The greatest problem lacing Western farmers 

is that <4 securing enough labor to keep pro­
duction up to the point at srhirh we are urged 
it k absolutely essential that it be kept That 
will necessitate the «devices of every available 
trained men in the country The withdrawal 
of so many men has handicapped
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ment The details of* this have ntw been 
made public and win not until it has been 
considered at Ottawa. At the Brandon con­
vention this whole problem was a burning 
question among both grain powers and live­
stock men. A large committee from both, 
after spending much time on it submitted the 
following resolution which was adopted almost 
unaaimtitsly by a joint meeting of almost 
1000. It may be taken aa a fair index of the 
feeling among Western farmers.
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The government of 
United States was the 
only great government 
isow engaged fh the war 
which up to then had 
not already assumed con­
trol of its railroads. 
The President recom­
mended that the 
average net railway 
operating income of the 
three years ending June 
30, 1917, be guaranteed 
the railways and assured 
them that the properties 
would be 'maintained 
throughout the period of 
federal control in as good 
repair and "complete 
equipment as at present 

Surely this is all the 
precedent necessaryjfor 
the Dominion govern­
ment to assume .control 
of Canadian roads. 
Every other country has 
done it. It is exceeding­
ly necessary in Canada
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This is the most aunt 
that we have seen drafted — — .
The dating of nan-essential butinesars should 
have been done long ago Why, during times 
of national peril and fowl shortage, should the 
candy and ice cream burinew* for ex­
ample go on wholly unrestrained f Much of 
the labor supplied by these, hosvever. would 
probably be better in military work thereby 
liberating trained agriculturists The im­
mediate registration of all available men in 
order to get them in the places of greatest 
service should have been done long ago. 
The question of wages is one that should he 
carefully considered by the government for 
the conscription of labor would be a most 
difficult task in this country. The question 
of labor exchanges which have done much 
efficient service in Britain and other places 
should receive careful attention. Their ser­
vices are equally useful in times of labor 
shortage or labor surplus and we may have a 
serious surplus not long after the war. The 
establishment of such exchanges would make 

a permanent contribu­
tion of real importance 
to the solution of this 
difficult problem.

New S Year's honors 
were thrown around 
with rather a lavish 
hand. A large number 
of Canadians were made 
Commanders of the 
Bath, Companions of 
St. Michael and St. 
George and Masters of 
various other things, as 
well as a good sprinkling 
of Knights. The far­
mers, as usual, were 
overlooked. We would 
suggest that a good line 
of titles for the farmers 
would be Companion of 
the Binder, Master of the 
Wheelbarrow or Knight 
of the Spring Tooth 
Harrow.

IT WAKES TME KAISER LAUOM

The C.P.R. continues 
to make big returns on 
its land sales. For the 
ten months ending 
October, 1917, it sold 
543,143 acres as com­
pared with 316,796 in 
the corresponding period 
of 1915. It has paid no 
taxes on these lands. 
The people of Canada 
have had to do that 
but the C.P.R. gets the 
unearned increment.


