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" LITERARY NOTICES. - dations an accumulation of sapphirve, emer)
Sconiw’'s CANADIAN ALMANAC ¥or 18562.—An ("hri:"m“’ beryl, topaz, amethyst, and "‘hr.\’ﬂ\;
" .

Almanae, in these busy times, hecomes nlnmut! “ll)imnnmls, the most rare and most valul
one of the nu&ssmwicn of life; although the | «' all precious stones, are sold by a particuly
days are happily past when a large propor- | standard, ,wlnicl} appears hf lm. universylly
tion of her Majesty’s subjects vesorted to the | adopted.  The integer of weight is termed

St WY oo s ; i ‘mmt{, and it is divided into four grains, '
PAgEs ¢ oore or Murphy as unerring guides Diamonds, when well set, always appear

to the state of the weather—wet or dry— |lavger than when they are loose, and this g
dump or tlunty. Not many years since fow | cumstance giws great u«l\"nutugu to the selley

Lo | Shallow brilliants, that have a great surfyy,
i : : {ure for this reason always in request, and gy
Wl“’t!‘cl' a jog to market, a wedding trip or | generally set close. A brilliant is said to be
i pic-hic, without first consulting the Alma- | elose sot if’ the setting has a back ; it is said t
nae, and ascertaining that fine weather was | De open, aw jour, it it has no back,  Finebril.

predicted at the wished-for period. In the Hanta are ’lwayn 584 Opan. ’l‘hu.-;.u sl
Al : g only u carat may appear as large asa well prg
present day we are wiser than our ancestors portioned stone of six grains.
—at lenst we think so—and we look to these |  The smallest tlaw, or foul (a8 it is called)
annual visitants for information of a more | #reatly diminishes the price of the diumond;
and if it be tinged with yellow, brown, &, s
: A : g fuult characterised by the techunical term of
reliable kind. nHtt{lhlu’m‘(ulllmhull.\lluuluu‘f" colour, its value falls very considérably, and i
‘containg ninety |mgh,‘4:lumely filled with a frequently reduced from' a third to one-hali
variety of useful information. To counteract these defects, and to conceal the
[ appearance of what ave deemed imperfections,
| great ingenuity is exercised, and often with
ON DIAMONDS. AND. PRECIOUS BTONES, | success, so that an inferior stone obtains the
In all ages, and in all countries, barbarous 1 price of a perfect brilliant.
or eivilized, the higher ovders of precious stones | White_topazes and vock orystal have bea
have heen the ohjects of attention, and sought | exposed for sale as diamonds, and glass hs
after with avidity. In the remotest periods of | also been made into peculiar forms to resemble
antiquity they have been selected from among | the rough gem.  These deceptions have often
all the productions of nature as emblems of  been practised abroad, and sometimes with
perfection ; the most eloquent and imaginative | success.
among the poets have found nothivg, in the | DBrilliants from two grains to three, may be
whole range of nature, better adapted to the | hought in lots at from 7 gs. to 8L per carat;
illustration of their ideas of all that is of in- | from three to four grains, if fine, they aw
comparable value and absolute completeness. | worth from 8 gs. to 94 per carat; from five &
The wildest extravagance of oviental fiction, | six graius, if pure, worth 13 to 142
when bent on the most prodigious accumula- Brilliants of two carats each are worth
tion of splendour, cando no move than wultiply | from 27 to 802 Stones of this weight, if wel
and magnify these costly praducts of the secret | proportioned, ave considered of a fine size, aul
laboratory of nature. Btaffs of emerald, and | well caleulated for pins, or the centre of clus,
cups excavated from a single ruby, ave the ters. Indeed, well proportioned diamonds
proudest addition they have given to the veal | from six grains to two cavats each, ave alway
treasuves of the Caliphs; and the splendid |in demand, and ave vetailed at trom 20 to §il
palaces of imaginary beings, the works of pevis [ each according to theiv degree of perfection,
and magicians, could only be made to excel the | or as the vetailer may think fit to charge them.
substantial edifices of mortal potentates, by the For brilliants of thrée carats, if fine and
unmeasured profusion of jewels with which | well formed, from 70 to 80/ may be obtained
they were adorned by the hand of fiction. Brilliants of four cavats, if fine, ave worll
Even the talismans by which the powers of | from 100 to 1504
another world were controlled, were gems; and Brilliants of five carvats arve not frequently
the seal of Solomon, and the far-famed car- | met with in general trade, and ave variableil
buncle of Giamschid, were alike varve in sub- | price, as the dealers exact move if they kuow
stance and tremendous in their properties. that such stones are wanted, than they woull
When the glovies of the new Jerusalem weve | in the regular course of business. The prics
revealed to the eye of the rapt Evangelist, and | may be said to vary from 180 to 2000
the visions beheld in Patmos were to be com- Brilliants of six carats, as before stated, ar¢
memorated in language not altogether unsuita- | not common ; they ave suitable for centre stoné
ble to the wonders he had seen, in describing | of expensive necklaces, and single stone rlugv&
the ineffable splendours of the foly City he |if perfect and well shaped, they sell from 20
found no imagery more worthy of presenting | to 250/ or more.
to the minds of men an idea of the effulgence Rough diamonds, selected as fine, and wel
of its walls, than the united brightness of all [ formed for cutting, may be estimated uﬁ.fulluwii
kinds of precious stones; the ramparts were | Bquare the weight of the stone, multiply ihe
of all imagined splendours, and the very foun- ' product by two, and the result will be the valie

-

excursions were undertaken, no matter

matter-of-fuct, or, at all events, of a-anove




