
n

ITid

pk its

10-47.

car*

be**

A
FEBRUARY 5, 1876

-■ft à -sr j a • 2X Vv üaL Ü X

P pATI0 said to Saul. We have here 
j^r the first time an intimation that some 
-Scions intriguer in Saul’s court made 
fcj* believe that David sought hie heart, 
^ y,ae continually fed his fury. Per- 
Unl |s was Cush, named in the title of 

See Psa. 57. 4. David’s plea 
e-einst this slander is complete ! (1.) Saul 
tel put himself into hie power, and some 
tel urged him to hill him ; but he had 
«ositively refused to harm the person of 
bilking. (2.) The skirt in his hand 
Moved the ease with which, had he been 
•o disposed be could have taken off hie, 
head, while he did not harm one one of its
hairs.

11. Mr father. Saul was his father- 
fo.law, and David gives him this title of 
lure, as he proves his innocence of all 
erong. Huictkst mt soul: Rather, my 
}jfe. At once would arise a memory of 
the fierce pursuit of long, weary months.

12. The Lord judos. David will not 
lift his hand against his oppressor, as he 
would do were he the wicked man he was 
reputed to be. He turns his cause over 
to God, the righteous judge and avenger.

14. A dead dog. What more con
temptuous. A flea. What more insig
nificant ! The powerful kino of Israel 
hunting a dead d >g and chasing a flea 
over the mountains and valleys ^f Judah ! 
What a degradation of dignity'and waste 
of energy.

15. Plead mt cause. This final ap
peal to God expects his interposition and 
deliverance, but how or when he knows 
not, and leaves it to his infinite wisdom. 
This plea is tue language of conscious in
nocence, of a deep sense of injury, and of 
the love that “ thinketh no evil,” that 
“ beareth all things, endureth all things.”

16. Mt son David. This forbearing, 
«during, pleading love conquers the stem 
soul and melts him to tears. The argu
ment was a demonstration. Saul had 
never before known a man to let his ene
my escape him. He confesses it to be 
better treatment than he had given. His 
suspicions were gone. In the better mood 
now come upon him he declares his per
suasion that David will be his successor, 
and asks of him an oath that he will not 
eut off his family, which was freely given 
and sacredly kept. Yet David cannot 
trust in the continuance of this tender 
spirit, and rightly so, for it was so short 
lived that we soon have another scene 
much like the present one,

Lettons 1. There is a wonderful power 
in love. It conquered Saul’s enmity for 
the time ; it is often mightier than the 
strength and wisdom -'f men. We should 
let Christ’s great love conquer us. 1 Cor# 
13.1-12; Matt. 5. 44; Rom. 12. 20, 21 ; i 
John 4. 7 9, 20. 2. We mav learn how to
bear ourselves when suffering from slan
der and the malice of enemies. David 
stated the facts and left his vindication 
to God. Paa. 3?. 5, 6 ; 55. 22 ; Rom. 12. 
19 ; 1 Pet. 2. 19-23.

Feb. 13.] Lesson vu. Saul and His Sons
Slain. [B. C. 1056, | [1 Sam. 31. 1-6.

Home Readings.

Mondât—1 Sam. 26.112.
Tuesday—1 Sam. 26. 13-25.
Wednesday—1 Sam. 28. 1-20.
Thursdat—1 Sam. 31. 1-13.
Friday—Prov. 1. 20 33.
Saturday—Matt. 23. 27-39.
Sunday—Psa. 1. 1-6.

Tüfic : Evil Deeds result in Death.
Goluen Text : The wicked is driven 

sway iifliis wickedness. Prov. 14. 32.
Topical Outline.

1. Death to Saul’s subjects, ver. 1, 5. 6.
2. Death to Saul’s sons, verse 2.
3. Death to Saul himself, verse 3, 4,6.
Where does this lesson teach—
1. The terrible results of disobedience ?
2. The wide-spread influence of sin ?
3. The f.'.vrfillness of God’s punish

ments y
4. The certainty of God’s punishments ?
Doctrine : The wrath of Ood. John 3. 

36; Eph. 5. 6.
The sad ending -'f the career of the ill- 

fatel king of Israel is told ns in this less- 
®u. Of his history during the preceding 
five years we know only of his renewed 
pursuit of David through the treachery of 
the Ziphites. the sparing of his life a sec
ond time by David, and bis confession, I 
have playel the fool, and have erred ex
ceedingly,” with his promise, “ I will no 
more do thee harm.” chap.‘26. 21. But 
David thoroughly distrusting him, and 
deeming himself unsafe, fled with his men 
to Achish, Saul’s greatest enemy, as at a 
later day Coi iolanus of Rome found a re 
fuge with the Volsci, and Themistoclea of 
Athens at the court of Uersia. Here he 
remained until the renewal of war with 
Israel, The Philistines, now grown strong 
and confident, resolved upon the recovery 
of the territory which they had lost sixty j 
five years before, chap. 7 13. Marching 
°P the coast of the Mediterranean, they 
came out into the great plain of Esdrae- 
lon, a plateau about thirty miles long and 
eighteen wide, the theater of many a 
eighty battle. David accompanied 
Achish, in obedience to his orders, as 
*&ief of his life-guards, chap. 28. 2 ; but 

.jug jealousy of the Philistine leaders

Ziklag. This was truly providential, for 
he was thereby saved from the crime of 
flighting his country, or the disgrace of 
turning against his protector, while he 
was in time to punish the Amalekite mar
auders who had plundered his town.

1. The battlefield. It was the very spot 
on which Gideon won his great /victory 
over the Midiaaitcs a hundred and eighty* 
three years before. See Judges 7.1, and 
lesson of April 25,1875. The plain on its 
eastern border branches into three, the 
central one being the entrance of the 
Valley of Jezreel, here about two and a 
half miles wid j. At Shunem, on the north 
side, at the base of Little Hermon, lay the 
Philistines, on the old Midianite camping 
ground ; and Saul’s, camp stood where 
Gideon’s had been, on the lower slope of 
Gilboa, at whose feet was the fountain of 
Jezreel, forty feet in diameter. From hie 
position Saul could easily see the gather* 
ed hosts of his foe. Their numbers fore
boded his defeat ; and “ he was afraid, 
and his heart greatly trembled,” chap. 28. 
5. What to do he did not know. He had 
been for years forsaken of God, chap. 16. 
14; 18, 12; and the Lord'would in no 
way make response to his enquiries. That 
guidance which had been given by a sig* 
nficant dream, or the ephod of the priest, 
or the lips of the prophet, he could not 
obtain. In his darkness and fear he re
solved, if possible, to get counsel of Sam* 
uel, through the forbidden arts of the 
Witch of Endor, who, he believed, had 
power to bring back the spirits of the 
dead. She had no such power, nor have 
our modern necromancers, the so-called 
spiritualists. Before she began "her en
chantments, God, to her great terror, sent 
Samuel to pronounce upon Saul his doom 
of death because of his two great trans
gressions and his present visit to the 
witch : To MORROW 8HALT THOU AND 
THY SONS BE WITH ME ; THE LORD ALSO 
SHALL DELIVER THE HOST OF ISRAEL 
INTO THE HAND OF THE PHILISTINES,
ehap. 13. 13 ; 15.11 ; 28. 19 ; 1 Chron. 10. 
18,14. The woman did not procure his 
coming : it was God’s work, as truly and 
miraculously as was the handwriting on 
the wall of Belshazzar’s palace. The 
effect upon Sanl was fearful, unnerving 
him for the fight of the next day, and 
sending him away in despair.

2. The battle. The Philistines began 
the contest, and pressed it rapidly and 
hard. Perhaps Saul’s generalship was 
bad, because of the fatigue and excite* 
ment of the previous night, and the oer* 
tainty of defeat with which he fought. 
His soldiers may have caught hie spirit. 
His position was a bad one for retreat, 
and THE ARCHERS in the plain below had 
a fair chance at his mrn. Hie forces 
were soon routed, and fell on the mount 
with great slaughter. It was the greatest 
disaster that had befallen the armies of 
Israel since they entered Canaan. Seeing 
the battle going against them, Saul and 
his sons (Ish-boeheth, the f mrth, probably 
not being present) seem to have thrown 
themselves into the thickest of the fight, 
but in vain. The three sons fell. We 
know nothing of them but their names, 
except of Jonathan, the lovely, brave, and 
faithful friend, whose memory David per
petuated in Lis song of The Bow. 2 Sam. 
1.19-27.

3. Death of S tul. His sons dead, the 
battle was heavier on Sanl. Tb* archers 

hit him. Rather, they cHtooverod him. 
His great height and his crown made him 
conspicuous. The sharp - shooters singled 
him out, aimed their arrows at him, and 
wounded him, but not mortally. Dreading 
capture, and the disgraceful maltreatment 
that would doubtless follow, he begged 
his armor-bearer, said by tradition to 
have been the Doeg who killed the priests 
at Saul’s order, chap. 22. 18, to take his 
life, but he refused to slay his king. Then 

Saul took a sword. Rather, the «word. 
Seizing the armor bearers sword, HE fell 

upon IT, thrusting it through himself, 
and died. Au Amalekite found his body, 
and took his crown and bracelet to David 
with a lie on bis tongue, and for his lie 
lost his life. The armor-bearers followed 
Saul’s example. Thus perished ALL His 
MEN of his military household who were ! 
with him.

Lessons. 1. How cvrtain is the doom of 
the transgressor. His punishment may 
he delayed, but a life of sin inevitably 
ends in eternal death. Psa. 9. 17 ; Ezek. 
18. 19-21 ; Matt. 25. 41 , Rom. 1. 18. 2. 
His is a fearful case who is abandoned by 
his God, as was Saul. What on earth can 
he more sad than for a soul to feel that he 
ne. ds God. and that God’s ear is shut to 
his cry. Prov. 1. 24-31 ; Isa. 1. 15 ; Psa. 
66. 18. 3. Saul’s history illustrates the
downward course of sin At hie first 
disobedience he never dreamed of coining 
to attempt murder, or of getting so low 
as to seek counsel from the spirits of the 
dead. But sin always deteriorates the 
soul. Psa. 68, 11, 12 ; 2 Tim. 3. 13; 2 
Thess. 2. 11, 12; Acts 7.40-42.
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DECT Declared by Eminent Musician*, In both 
DC” I hemiapheres to bo unrivaled. «8* 
TESTIMONIAL CIRCULAR, with opinion* al me» 
th*r. fine Thousand (sent free). a
ZIIOICT on having a Mason b Hamlin. Do 
lilt Jo I take any other. Donbr, get LSHOOIOO»- 
Mi»..: jns for telling inferior orvane^ end fort— 
reaso i often try very hard to iM horneUang eiee.

NEW SHIES
PIANO-HARP CABINET ORGAN»
qmiite oomhtnatioo of these inrtiiiiiunf» _

1ST PAYMENTS. pay. for th.

KIES
” " "cmcAtiv. _


