d he-

O

10-47.

- my escape him.

- der and the malice of enemies.

A

FEBRUARY 5, 1876

A

IR ST R YRR g M L T U ey <k

.

3 VA M

o

THEHR WEHNSLENY AN

= -
9, DAVID SAID TO SAaun. We have here
the grst time an intimation that some
:ous intriguer in Saul’s court made
him believe that David seught his HEART,
and thus continually fed his fury. Per-
Baps it W3S Cush, named in the title of
7' See Psa. 57. 4. David’s plea
this slander is complete! (1.) Saul
bad pnt. himself into his power, and some
pad urged him to kill him; but he had
itively refused to harm the person of
his king. (2 The skirt in his hand
’goved the ease with which, had he been
, he could have taken off his,
”d while he did not harm one one of 1tl

hairs.

11. My FATHER. Saul was his father-

- jo-law, and David gives him this title of

Jove, as he proves his innocence of all
wrong. HUNTEST MY 80UL. Rather, my
life. At once would arise a memory of
the fierce pursuit of long, weary months.

12. THE LORD JUDGE. David will not
lift his hand against his oppressor, as he
would do were he the wicked man he was
reputed to be. He turns his cause over
to God, the righteous judge and avenger.

14. A DEAD DOG. What more con-
temptuous. A FLEA. What more insig-
pificant! The powerful KING OF ISRAEL

‘hunting a dead d'g and chasing a flea

over the mountains and valleys of Judah!
What a degradation of dignity/and waste
of energy.

15. PLEAD MY CAUSE. This final ap-

peal to God expects his interposition and

deliverance, but how or when he knows
not, and leaves it to his infinite wisdom.
This plea is tne language of conscious in-
nocence, of a deep sense of injury, and of
the love that ““thinketh no evil,” that
“ beareth all things, endureth all things.”

16. MY 80N Davip. This forbearing,
eaduring, pleading love conquers the stern
soul and melts him to tears. The argn-
ment was a demonstration. Saul had
never before known a man to let his ene-
He confesses it to be
better treatment than he had given. His
suspicions were gone. In the better mood
now come upon him he declares his per-
suasion that David will be his saccessor,
and asks of him an oath that he will not
eut off his family, which was freely given
and sacredly kept. Yet David cannot
trust in the continuance of this tender
spirit, and rightly so, for it was so short
lived that we soon have another scene
much like the present one,

Lessons 1. There is a wonderful power
in love. It conquered Saul’s enmity for
the time ; it is often mightier than the
strength and wisdom ~f men. We should
let Christ’s great love conquer us. 1 Cor,
13.1-12; Matt. 5.44; Rom. 12.20,21; 1
John4.7.9,20. 2. We mav learn how to
bear ourselves when suffering from slan-
Dawvid
stated the faots and left his vindication
to God. Psa. 325, 6; 55.22; Rom. 12.
19; 1 Pet. 2.19-23.

Feb.13.] Lesson vir. SAuL AND HIs Sons
SLaiN. [B. C. 1056,] [1 Sam. 31. 1-6.

HoMe READINGS.

MoxpAY—I1 Sam. 26. 1-12.
TuespaAYy—1 Sam. 26. 13-25.
WEDNESDAY—]1 Sam. 28. 1.20.
THURSDAY—1 Sam.31. 1-13.
FRIDAY—Prov. 1. 20 33.
SATURDAY—Matt. 23. 27-39.
SuNpDAY—Psa. 1. 1.6,

Topic : Evil Deeds result in Death.

GO{. N Text: The wicked is driven

away 1*his wickedness. Prov. 14, 32.
ToricaL OUTLINE.

1. Death to Saul’s subjects, ver. 1, 5. 6.
2. Death to Saul’s sons, verse 2.

3. Death to Saul himself, verse 3, 4, 6.
Where does this lesson teach—

L. The terrible results of disobedience ?

2. The wide-spread influence of sin ?

3 The fearfulness of God’s punish-
ments ?

4. The certainty of God’s punishments ?

DocTRINE : The wrath of God. John 3.

3%; Eph. 5.6

The ead ending ~f the carcer of the ill-
fatel king of Isra~l is told us in this less-
on. Of his history during the preceding
five years we know only of his renewed
pursuit of David through the treachery of
the Ziphites. the sparing of his life a sec-
ond time by David, and his confession, * I
have played the fool, and have erved ex-
Oeedm'rly with his pl()mmn T will no

more do thee harm.” chap. 26. 21. But

to Achish, Saul’s grestest enemy,
later day Ciolanus of Rome found a re-
fuge with the Volsci, and Themistocles of’
Athens at the court of Persin.  Hore he
remained until the renewal of war with

as at a

and confident, resolved upon the recovery
of the territ ory which they had losc sixty
five years before, chap. 7 13. Marching

Up the coast of the Meditterranean, they |

€ame out into the great plain of Esdrae-

eighteen wide, the theater of many a
mlghty bd.ttll David
Achish, in obedience to his orders, as

chief of his life. -guards, chap. 28. 2; but

b the jealousy of the Plnhstme leaders

| hi‘, Ccry.
Israel. The Philistines, now grown strong |

1 | dead.
on, a plateau ahout thirty miles long and |

accompanied |

Ziklag. This was truly providential, for
he was thereby saved from the crime of
flighting his country, or the disgrace of
turning against his protector, while he
was in time to punish the Amalekite mar.
auders who had plundered his town.

1. The battle field. It was the very spot
on which Gideon won his great ~victory
over the Midianites a hundred and eighty-
three years before. See Judges 7. 1, and

lesson of April 25, 1875. The plain onits’

eastern border branches into three, the
central ons being the entrance of the
Valley of -Jezreel, here about two and a
half miles wid:. At Shunem, on the north
side, at the base of Little Hermon, lay the
Philistines, on the old Midianite camping
ground; and Saul’s, camp stood where
Gideon’s had been, on the lower slope of
Gilboa, at whose feet was the fountain of
Jezreel, forty feet in diameter. From his
position Saul could easily see the gather-
ed hosts of his foe. Their numbers fore-
boded his defeat; and “ he was afraid,
and his heart greatly trembled,” chap. 28.
5. What to do he did not know. He had
been foc years forsaken of God, chap. 16,

14; 18, 12; and the Lord wonld in no

way make response to his enquiries. That
guidance which had been given by a sig.
nficant dream, or the ephod of the priest,
or the lips of the prophet, he could not
obtain. In his darkness and fear he re:
solved, if possible, to get counsel of Sam-
uel, through the forbidden arts of the
Witch of Endor, who, he believed, had
power to bring back the spirits of the
dead. She had no such power, nor have
our modern necromancers, the so-called
spiritualists. Before she began’her en-
chantments, God, to her great terror, sent
Samuel to pronounce upon Saul his doom
of death becaase uf his two great trans.
gressions and his present visit to the
witch: TO MORROW SHALT THOU AND
THY SONS BE WITH ME ; THE LORD ALSO
SHALL DELIVER THE HOST OF ISRAEL
INTO THE HAND OF THE PHILISTINES,
ehap. 13. 13 ; 15.11; 28.19; 1 Chron. 10,
18,14. The woman did not procure his
coming : it was God’s work, as truly and
miraculously as was the handwriting on
the wall of Belshazzar’s palace. The
effect upon Saul was fearful, unnerving
him for the fight of the next day, and
sending him away in despair.

2. The batitle. The Philistines began
the contest, and pressed it rapidly and
bard. Perhaps Saul’s generalship was
bad, because of the fatigue aand excites
ment of the previous night, and the cere
tainty of defeat with which he fought.
His soldiers may have caught his spirit,
His position was a bad one for retreat,
and THE ARCHERS in the plain below had
a fair chance at his m-n. His forces
were soon routed, and fell on the mount
with great slaughter. It was the greatest
disaster that had befallen the armies of
Israel since they entered Canaan. Seeing
the battle going against them, Saul and
his sons (Ish-bosheth, the f urth, probably
not being present) seem to have thrown
themselves into the thickest of the fight,
but in vain. The three sons fell. We
know nothing of them but their names,
except of Jonathan, the lovely, brave, and
faithful friend, whose memory David per-
petuated in his song of The Bow. 2 Sam.
1. 18-27.

3. Death of Suul. His sons dead, the
battle was heavier on Saul. THE ARCHERS
HIT HiM. Rather, they discoversd him.
His great height and his crown made him
conspicuous. The sharp-shooters singled
him out, aimed their arrows at him, and
wounded him, but not mortally. Dreading
capture, and the disgraceful maltreatment
that would doubtless follow, he begged
HIS ARMOR-BEARER, said by tradition to
have been the Doeg who killed the priests
at Saul’s order, chap. 22. 18, to take his
life, but he refused to slay his king. THEN
SAUL TOOK A SWORD. Rather, the sword.
Seizing the armor bearers sword, HE FELL
uPON IT, thrusting it through himself,
and died. Awn Amalekite found his body,
and took his crown and bracelet to David
with a lie on his tongue, and for bis lie
lost his life. The armor-bearers followed
Saul’s example. Thus perished ALL HIS

MEN of his military household who were !

with him.
1. How certain is the doom of
His punishment may

Lessons.
the transgressor.

: | be delayed, bnt. a life of sin inevitably
‘David thoroughly distrasting bim, and |
deeming himself unsafe. {l:d with his men |

ends in eternal Jouth Psa. 9. 17 ; Ezek.
13. 19-21: Matt. 25. 41; Rom. 1. 18. 2.

| His is a fearful case who is a-andoned by
! his God, as was Saul.

What on earth can
I,e more sad than for a soul to feel that ke

| ne. ds God. and that God’s ear 18 shut to

Prov. 1. 24.31; lea. 1. 15; Psa.
3. Saul’s history illustrates the

65. 18. .
At his first

downward course of sim

' disobedience he never dreamed of coming

to attempt murder, or of retting 80 low
as to seek counsel from the spirits of the
But sin always deteriorates the
soul. Psa. 68, 11, 12; 2 Tim. 3. 13; 2
| Thess. 2. 11, 12; Acts 7. 40-42.
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FITS! FITS! FITS!

CURE OF EPTLEPSY; OR, PALLING FITS.
BY mm c PILLS,
mul :dy., wild
&\n n un dy ever

bv all the

nnd nhnnld thoy
f. if he has
l bumu.‘ wct by

A MOST REMARKARLE CURE,

Pm PHIA, June 2%h, W*
Sere Haxcs, Baltimore, — Dear B.r: Beoin 2 ¥
sdvertisement, I was in your Epilepic 1 Bn
I was attacked with lpﬂq.yh July, 1863 Imincdiately
{ phyatchl was ocould give me no
reljef. . but I seemed
th tof another, but
rcturned to my funmy
and bted soveral different times,
thout.uy remonitory sym-
Ve l.‘nﬂs l“ lnudru <;:{
eep,aud won
fall 'herowrlwonube {moczu ied w e
and was severely inj urod mes from the falls.
as affected so much that I dostall oonﬂdcncc in myself.
also was affected in J and I cam. er that
your cﬁxﬂepmc Puhuu 1—. In Pebraary, 1865, | come
menced to use your Pil bad tw o attack after-
wards. The last vu .and they were of
) s BYessin g of Providence
mdoflhtdlt i l”ﬁu“t’.ldl‘h)“
nu 8 stressin, 10! uk that the
Pills and their good m ;h be made kum\
everyw here, persons Whd, aw sunilariy aflec:
prrson wishii p

may have the benefit Ihu‘. Any
further jnformation can obtain Pﬁr'ﬂl INg. at my resie
0. 536 North Third 8., nedelphin, I’

Wilias LibER.
—

IS THERE A OURB POR EXILEDISY ?
The subjoined wildanswer.

Garxapa, Mise., June 30,—8wrn & Haxce. —Dearsin:
You will find enclosed five ?ll.hn. which [ seud you f r
fwo boxos of your Epileptic Jwiis the tirst person
'ho trie d,ycnr Pills in this pat& the conutry. My son

y afllicted with Bex brtw? years., wrote for
mdrecoi"d two boxes aof your P’ w Lich ho tuok ge-
cording to dircctions. He never had a fit since, It

a8 by my persuasion that Me. Lypn tricd your Pills
Fh case was a vory bad onoy he fits nearly all his

ife. Persons have written to me from Alubama and
Tennessce en the subje et&,h rpose of ascortain-
ing my opinlon in regard ilta. I have alway "
recommendad them, and in" e h-unn where I have
Rad a chance of hearing from their effoct Lave they
failed to cuze, Yourw, cie., C M. Cry,

unu.dn,?al‘uh Couity, Miss

ANOTHER RMLYIJ
CURE OF EFILErSY; OR, RALLING FITS,

B7. HANCE'S EPILEPTIO PILLS,

Hn\ﬂmxnl Texas, Juna 20th, 1""
To 8erm B, Hasr o u:— u&m iu miy ewmyploy L B
afllictod with Pics, ¢ rlpn y.fbrlhmmupu.u | ! J

:lhoxw attaci ‘luti;“ te Acvk.h to faurr weclin, it
Mes K¢ vola ui .nooumuufummm $ COLLILL. &
for two or t! |}o cﬁ;y- voeasions thoy lu . i
util hig miud appared witally jo which s .0
he would continue rorsdnyorlv:ru‘ ier (Lo fits cea-
1 tried several re onrrcnxl Lt ohy
sicians, but wlﬂmn sucCeRs, Havh ?nur i
tisement Leonel totry l oblyied
boxes of your Pllln. gave ng to direciions
.nd they efii permanens oura Tl 0 ;u r i x W

health man anbout 89 A
d?kt slnw e comme noed t&? yon mu i e, ten
A has

ycn* sinco. Be was oy principed waoo o,
siner that ¢ lmo bhoan ox omed Lo Lo peve !
Y have groat oon‘idenes in pour remedy, wod

- DEF i "
——

STILL ANOTHER CURT.
Read the following tostimaontal fror : 1 - pecial.e

ciisea of Grenaday, Missi.., ,
BETH 8. ITANCH, uaum.om,m —Dexu ™ gr a

pleasure in rplating 'a umo SR .
our inyalnable l' is. 33
cn aflictod with this »w vans st ut
tacked while quiwe youn l n\ oue or k

spasms at one attack at @n ho U , oldey
secmed to Incrcase. Up&ot.boﬂmb( oL e lln«t !
rmn'xlbu ho had them v zﬁnuxd uilo reyere, pros
ting him, bodynndmi mind «lru. rod sors
ously. bt now, { am ha hois fl!ulll'h
ﬂus Ilnlxvm)ny(d flue h thl st five mnor
His mitd has al=o mturned to its o Rl brightrcos
this I rvke bns:u;lmaumlnwnm t4ng. a4 i inay b
the mewisof diroeting to tho remedy the !
Lban Youns, t\eaMuﬂ) st , W. . Livus

Sent(onr‘v'vo'!!f(hnoml by mail. free of
on receipt o 4 remitlasice, A dre RIS
L;qu ~ 8t., Bait mor\hu T,

mu #3: tw clve, -;.7
= Shenso mention where you saw thisady: :
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VIENNA, 1873; PARIS, 1867,
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