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And’ whether his career may have been
abruptly and borribly closed by ferocious savages,
or he may happily still be living to complete his | 4
vast undertaking, among the ultimate results of |
his diecoveries we may safely assert that mew |,

and acceseible by water, coach, or car.
received cordial greetings to pleasant homes.
Gathered in the vestry we engaged in devotional
exercises ; then entered upon the business of the

Meeting and Sandry Reflec-
tions. :

We met at Windsor ; it is pleasantly situated,
Here we

ay. The chair was occupied by the President
f the Conference : as distioguished for bis dig-
ified courtesy as a presiding officer, as for bis

channels of extensive and lucrative commerce | glegant expositions of Divine Truth, and mas-

will be thrown open—that new tribes and peo-
ple will be given for our customers, and new
markets for our enterpriee—that the  demand
will be created where none previously existed

terly defence of christian ductrine.

8ix of our number met for the first time in the

Halifex District, but they were quite at bome.
With unfeigned orotherly affection and cordisl

for the comforts and commodities of civilized sympathy we welcomed them to our consulta-
life—that-the resources will be developed and |yione and united with them in prayer.

the destinies shaped of vast tracts of humanity
that would otherwise have laid waste and sterile,
smitten with unrefenting barrenness—that our
countrymen will be ensbled to do still more to
expiate the wrongs and oppressions that for
many generations we perpetrated on the bruised,
down-trodden sons of Ham—agd that his name
will be emblezoned in history as one of the most
bonoured instruments of Providence in sweep-
ing away from the earth that atroeious villany
of slavery by which Africa bas so long been
cursed and desolated.

Africa seems to have been emstamped on
every fibre of Livingstone’s heart ; in bis enter-
prise of mercy to her he has traversed her ap-
palling deserts, he has trodden her blisteriog
sands, his brain has burned in delirious throb-
bings beneath her vertical sun ; to carry to her
the tidings of salvation he has confronted many
a ghastly terror of fever and pestilence ; and
impatient of honor and dissatisfied with ease
while Africa was wrapped in darkness and wel-

One the Spirit whom we claim ;
One the pure, baptismal flame ;
One the faith, and common Lord;
One the Father lives adored.

The result of the * figuring up ” of the items

of probable-expenditure, and income of the Cir-
cuits, Children’s Fund, &ec., exhibited the fact
that the average unprovided-for deficiency on
the dependent Circuits would be $157, which
will be lost to each of the brethren concerned
unless the receipts are advanced in thst amount
beyond the estimated income—the basis of the
calculations showing this large deficit.

As the Committee’s grant is being reduced,

anc the expenditure increased by the formation
of new Circuits, the opening up of Mission
work, and the employment of additional agents,
the necessity for continued and enlarged libe-
rality on the part of the people must be obvious.
Where preaching was formerly given only
monthly, but now fortnightly or weekly, the in-
crease of Gospel privilege should be met by in-
cresse of contribations ; where it is just being

tering in misery, he hastened back to ber, that | i5¢oduced efforts should be made by its hearers,

on that altar on which be had already laid the
enthusiasm of bis youth and the bloom and full-
pess of his manly vigor, he might pour out all
the remaining energies of his body and soul till
life’s latest hour. Ail bonor to such men who
combine genius and enterpriss with the loftiest
Christian devotion and disinterestedness—in
whom the coursgeous intrepidity of the hero is
associated with the serene and patient fortitude

to sustain it to the utmost of their ability. And
80 also where it has been proclaimed every Sab-
bath the law of progress should rule till the Cir-
cuits become self-sustaining—and after that help
to raise the Circuits around them to the same
position.

These things—gospel privilege and its support

—God bath joined together, let no man put
them asunder. * Do ye not know that they which

of the martyr !— London Recorder.

minister about holy thiogs live of the things of
the temple P even so hath the Lord ordained

that they which preech the Gospel should live of
the Gospel.” This truth should be pondered by
every gospel hearer, old and young, male and
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The English Reform Bill.

The Reform Bill lately passed in the British
Parliament, whether as regards its direct results,
or its more remote consequences, present snd
future, is certainly an important step in the
world’s progress. The Reform measure which
passed into law more than thirty years since, and
which at that time occasioned much sensation,
conférred upon a large number advantages quite
in advance of what they had enjoyed prior to
that period, and, no doubt, greatly.tended
prepare the way for further progress. The B
which has now been placed on the Statute Book,
still further in advance in the liberality of its
provisions, is a much larger instalment of jus-
tice.
by that which will immediately follow, 28 by the
changes of which it is merely the introduction.
In this light, its bearing upon tke future of Brit-

female, especially by * all that in every place

call upon the name of Jeeus Christ,” for to them

it was first addressed.
No man, or woman either, whose heart is

right with God,—having en intelligent convic-
tion of duty, and wishing to possessff a New

Testament conscience,” and so live in pesce and
die in safety, can refuse to acknowledge the au-
thority of the Scriptural appesl on this subject,
or decline meeting, with cheerful spirit, and
according to their several ability the obligations
they involve.

True liberality is an important christisn grace

“ The grace of God” which the apostle says,
was * bestowed on the churches of Macedonis,”
and which we are glad to say 1s possessed and
exercised by many members of our church. But
where it is not, the inconsistency of Christian
character made apparent by its absence, causes
But it also is to be estimated, not so much religion to be lightly spoken of and the cause of

God to suffer.

How can the world believe that religion con-

fers invaluable blessings upon its subjects when

ain’s history will mark acmemorable epoch. the professed recipients of ils benefits are un-

The greatness of the question has been ac-
knowledged on all sides by leading statesmen.
Both of the great political parties felt it to be a
necessity which the public mind of England
would not be content to have longer deferred ;
and it is worthy of note, that while introduced

willing to sustain the agents of its promulga-
tion 2 Here then is one hindrance to the work
of God ; let us seek its removal, Malach: iii. 10,
As therefore you would be perfect and entire,
coming behind in no grace, but would * abound
in everything, in faith and utterance and know-

and warmly advocated under liberal patronage, |ledge and in ali diligenée, and in your love to

and in itself the occasion of the defeat of the lib-
eral administration, the conservative party, in
order to retain the reins of power, were obliged
to deal with it; and eventually carried a measure
much more liberal than was originally proposed.

The leading principle of the Bill is household
suffrage ; it provides for a Mger franchise of
£10, and reduces copyhold and leasehold fran-

us, see that ye abound in this grace also,” and
according to your circumstances and the righte-
ous demands upon your resources, let it have its
continuous practical development, * for with
such sacrifices God is well pleaced.”

Our valuable helpers of the Truth—the Bte-

werds—report that the half-cent currency ma-
terially affects the collection.

Now “ the col-

chise to £5. Of the number enfranchised by this | jection ” is a very important part o! church

measure, various estimates sre given, ranging
from 800,000 to upwards of & million. The ad-

financial economy.
apostle St. Paul.

So it was deemed by the
Just at the close of his sub-

vancing education of the working classes made | yme dissertation on the resurrection of the body,

such a measure to be only an act of justice. But
few will call in question the right of the intelli-
gent artizan to have a voice in the government
of the country. Yet while admitting that the
enactment is wise and good, in very many
thoughtful minds reflections of the gravest char-
acter will arise while forecasting as to the pro-
bable results of this great Reform upon the In-
stitutions of the country during the next quarter
of a century.
Scotland and Ireland bave the promise of
similar measures of Reform forthwith.
be presumed that the next House of Commons
will differ widely in its composition from those
that have gone before, and that the more liberal
character of future Parliaments will be exhibited
in the adoption of measures, step by step, more
and more liberal in their bearing than even the
present Reform bill.™ The removal of various
long standing grievances will not be long de-
layed. The Chureh Establishments of Eogland,
Ireland and Scotland will undergo great changes, |,
and ere long be numbered among the things that
were. Education will be advanced: The wrongs
of the ignorant, the poor, and down-trodden
will te redressed. Great good, it may be be-
lieved, will recult from such changes; but will
it be unmixed good ? Changes so wide-spread,
and affecting 8o materially the very foundations
of society in that country, cannot be unattended
by serious rick. With tle prospect of advan-
tage in many respects, there is reason to appre-
bend the probebility of serious mischief. Among
other questions, it will naturally be asked, Will
greater stability be given thereby to the British
throne, and to the highest interests of the peo-
ple? We may confidently hope that such will
be the case, and should earnkstly pray that He
who is Governor amorg the nations will establish
the government of our country upon the best
and surest foundations, and render our Empiré
a yet vastly greater blessing in the earth than it
has ever beer .

‘There are not merely political and ecclesiasti-
cal, but also purely religious aspects to this ques-
tion. How will the interests of the Church of
Christ be effected by enticipated chenges ? In
some respects the cause of pure christienity may
be placed thereby in adverse and trying circum-
stances ; but in the end all must come out right,
Gospel truth must iriumph: Spiritual wicked-
ness in high places will then no longer be eanc-
tioned and upheld by State authority. The
allies and emissaries of the Great Apostasy will
then be deprived of State setronage. Religion
will stand, as it ought to do, on its own basis,
free and unshackled, lookibg to Government for
notlLing more than freedom and protection ; and
content to leave its euccess and progress to be
achieved solely by the favour and blessing of the
Head of the Church. Zhe Lord is King, be the
people never 30 impatient ; He sittith between the

cherubim, be the earth never ‘so wnquict, The
Lord is great in Bion, and high above all
People,

and its glorification, he has these words,—** Now
concerning the collection.” (!)

Possibly this introduction of a mere mone-

tary sffair, in immediate consecutiveness with
the lofty soul-inspiring theme which his saneti-
fied intellect had grasped and his eloquence had
grandly proclaimed, may greatly shock those
whose sensibilities concerning propriety in these
matters, are wonderfully acute ; but we cannot
hélp it—there it is nevertheless.
not make it chord with their demi-semiquavers
It may ("tis because they bave never studied the Pauline
method of harmony.
the action is approved by the great Master,—
Mark xii. 42.

If they cau-

Its key note is divine, and

Perhaps, Mr. Editor, among the many good

things the Dominion promises to do for us, a
change in the currency may banish those balf-
cents : that on this score the stewards may no
longer complain. At all events we will hope
that for the time to come, to the collection

‘every one ” will be brought to * submit him-

self ” with whole cents or ** with pieces of sil-
ver,” then it will not be the small affair it has
been, but become a respectable source of income
of which nobedy shall be ashamed.
shall the cffering be pleasant unto the Lord ss

“ Then

n the days of old, as in the former vears.”
The arrangements for holding the meetings

for the Foreign Missions, and also the meetings
on bebalf of the Home Mission and depend-
ent Circuit Aid Fund were concluded upon
—they will be found in another column of
the Wesleyan.
up at the Home Mission meetings (or on the
Sabbath rext following) does not supersede the
yearly collection for ordinary * contingencies ”
—which is still to be observed in all the Cir-
cuits.

“ The collection” to be taken

Owing to the changes made in the District,
and in several of the Circuits, our financial
business occupied more time than usual. We
will note the changes referred to.—Horton comes
from the Annapolis District to ours, and has
two married preachers. Lunenburg and New
Germany go from ours to the Liverpool District ;
of the Circuits in the District—portions of Mid-
dle Musquodoboit and Maitland are given up,
and are included in the formation of a new Cir-
cuit, called Shubenacadie,—a portion of Ken-
netcook, on the border of the Kempt Circuit, is
no longer claimed as a part of that Circuit, but
is now included in the limits of the Circuit bear-
ing the name ot the township to which it pro-
perly belongs, viz., Newport, which now em-
braces the pleasant villages of Burlington and
Brooklyn, within an hour’s drive of each other,
and having interests in common.

And, Mr. Editor, if it be not an encroachment
on G. O.H.’s field of literature, I would say *

May these two B’s under one hive
Harmoniously work togethet ;
Be happy and ve. ’

These changes were effected, after deliberate

3 :nd prayerful consideration by the DistrictMeet-

———_
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they ever had before; and services will be
held where there were nonme.
jury to the work of God is occasioned by these
arrangements it must arise from other causes
than the carrying out of the plans of the Con-
ference. The more cordially the people co-ope-
rate with their ministers in the measures these
changes are intended to promote, the more
speedily and fully will the contemplated advan-
tages be seen and enjoyed. These changeshad
the decided approval of the senior ministers best
acquainted with the locality and the people. Of
these we might name the venerable T. H. Da-
vies, who does not forget his friends young or
old. He anticipates the happiest results from
the re-union of Burlington with Brooklyn,—
both for Kempt and for Newport Let his
{riends on both these Circuits unite, to secure for
themselves and their families, the fulfilment of
his best desires, so ardently cherished on their
behalf.

In the evening the pulpit was occupied by
Rev. Mr. Turner, of Halifax South. The sub-
ject of discourse was—the choice of retaining
burdensome care or obtaining relief by prayer,
Phil.iv.6,7. The nature and reasorableness
of prayer were well defined and bappily il-
lustrated ; and the observance of the duty
urged by the motives the text supplied.
Mr. Turner is a stranger in the Provinces—
are any curious to know what we think of him ?
Well I will venture an opinion—for which I hold
myself personally responsible. His preaching
may be characterized by its clearness of concep-
tion, logical arrangement, and chaste simplicity
of diction. He has the quiet power of convinc-
ing speech ; his words go further than the ear.
His mind is deeply impressed with the impor-
tance of his office and its weighty responsibility.
With thoughtful men, intelligent hearers, and
all, of every class, who seek the spirilual nour-
ishment of the gospel, he is calculated to win hig
way, and to contribute largely to the edifying of
the body of Christ—notwithstanding the physi-
cal disadvantage of a feeble voice. One thing
seems certain—that he is too anxious to do
good to souls and give full proof of his ministry,
ever to pander to the tastes of the admirers of
bombastic address, or whole sale citations from
“ the poets” in the pulpit, or pride himself upon
the mere applause of the lovers of such, show-
ing off. Such is my humble opinion formed af-
ter a few days’ acquaintance and the hearing of
one sermon ; when time gives her testimony, we
may compare the two, and pronounce the ver-
dict.

On the morning of the second day, the Presi-
dent called our attention to the prayerful consid-
eration of the most important subject of all—the
state of personal religion in the Church, and the
cause of God generally within the bounds of the
Conferenge. In no part of the proceedings of
the former day was there anything like the deep
emotion or the impressive utterance which this
subject evoked. Several of the brethren took part
in the lengthened conversations it occasioned,
while the soul-interest felt by others was made
visible by their expressive countenances and
tear-bedewed eyelids.

We were humbled before God ; on account
of the absence of those unmistakeable evidences
of soul-saving power, which so often gladdened
the hearts ot our fathers in the ministry, and
gathered around them happy subjects of con-
verting grace, and swelled the notes of angels’
praise. The conversations had a practical ten-
dency ; were designed to result in the adoption
of some measures for the promotion of the work
of God. Immediate and careful observance of
some things, which it was feared had not re-
ceived due attention;, was strongly urged. The
importance of systematic and general Pastoral
visitation—of devoting sufficient time to the
meeting of Classes—the holding of our Quar-
terly Love-feasts—and the regular administra-
tion of the Lord’s supper, in all our churches,
were matters of special remark.

It was the decided opinion that the Sabbath
evening sermonic services should be supple-
mented by a public prayer-meeting, wherever
it could be done—especially in the town and
city congregations; as is customary in our
churches in England, where the practice is
attended with encouraging success. Brother
Smallwood related, that when in England a few
years ago, he heard the Rev. W. M. Punshon
preach ; at the close of the sermon he announced
the holding of a prayer-meeting, requesting the
congregation to remain. That he descended
from the pulpit, took the lead of the exercises,
gave a short address, and invited any person
present who felt their need of a Saviour, and
weré then willing to seek him, to signify their
purpose by uniting with him in prayer at the
communion rail. That several persons re-
sponded to the invitation by presenting them-
selves there, and during that meeting some of
the number obtained peace of mind, and went
down to their houses, rejoicing in their Saviour.
Some of us, Mr. Editor, had not heard much
of Mr. Punshon’s soul-saving success, though in
other respects his fame as a minister is spread
far and wide, all the world over, and this brief
narrative was not only intensely interesting, but
pleasing and profitable. See him there !—that
mighty orator—esger crowds have come to hear
him ; as they listen thé incense cloud rolls up-
ward and circulates around him. Thousands
do homage to his princely intellect and elo-
quence ; and who does not catch the enthusiasm ?
But Bro. Smallwood’s relation calls us away
from that scene ; it takes us to a Sabbath even-
ing prayer-meeting, * after the sermon "—and
we say—* Lo! God is here "—and now we see
the man of popular speech, bowed in humble
prayer before the mercy-seat pleading on behalf
of those anxious seekers of salvation who kneel
with him there. Here the man of God is at his
best-loved labor, and here he receives his richest
reward. Let us never give up the prayer-
meeting. We may not take the place ot Mr.
Punshon anywhere else, but we can take our
place with him before the throne of grace, and
may approach it with equal boldness. Ere long
we hope to welcome this eminent man to our
triplicity of P’s—our Platforms, Pulpits, and
Prayer-meetings.

The question—What is the best method of
preaching the gospel 7—was discussed at some
length ; very valuable suggestions were given
by the President, which we hope to bear in
mind and profit by—we may refer to them in
another letter. The Editor was request.
ed to publish in the Provincial Wesleyan,
the Resolutions of Conference relating to the
Quarterly Fasts, and also, at a suitable time,
the Resolution respecting the day of prayer on
bebalf of the young. It was thought the interests
of the Church, on some of the Circuits, required
visits from the President; and we were happy
to hear him say that he was exceedingly anxious.
to do all he could, in every possible way, to ad-
vance those interests, and would mske it his
business immediately to meet the wishes of the
brethren in this respect. Several of the Cir-
cuits may, therefore, anticipate the benefit of
his pulpit labours and pastoral counsels.

Bro. Brettle, the esteemed pastor of the
Windsor congregation, requested permission to

be abseat from his flock for a few Weeks, which

!

If any in- to be held at Horton
pext, at 2 P. M.

The gen s Thu rodsy,

Excuse the length of these notes
I do not trouble you often.
August 22nd, 1867.
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Christian Zeal:
BY ROBERT BOYD, P. D

The apostle Paul says, * It is good t0
ously affected in s good
chcrz ever was anything that deserved o rdb.Jﬁ;
ed good, it is the religion of the Lo 3
Christ. It is good for body and soul, for the o
and for the young, for tbe rich and for the poor,
for time and for eternity. I
And yet there are many who are greatly
alarmed st any unusual displsy of zgd on the
subject of religion. They will speak in the most
rapturous terms of s sealous friend, 8 sealous
patriot, s man zealous in the interests of ’acnﬂ
and education, but a man zealous for Christ and
for Bible truth, they are ready to set do'fn' as
the victim of a weak delusion, if rot pernicious
fanaticism. The resson it, the gnmity‘ of .lhﬂ!
besrts to spiritual things, and the blindiog iofla-
ence of sin. The things that are seen and th‘lt
are temporal, fill up their whole little field of vis-
ion. They grope about in the dsrkness of a
mere animal existence, totally unappreciative .of
the eternal realities and the surpassing glories
which God spreads out before the eye of faith.

In seeking after a likeness to God and con-
formity to his will ; in giving attention to things
infinite and eternal ; in trying to save immortal
souls, and win a crown of glory that fades not
away; how is it pessible for us to put forth too
much zeal? A holy zeal marked our Lord’s ca-
reer from the manger to the cross. Like a se-
cred flame it glowed in his bosom, and kept bim
continually busy for the salvation of the world—
preaching, praying, weeping, working, never
loitering. How carefully every moment was laid
out in his Father’s business ! 8o zealous was ae
in the work he bad undertsken, so esger for the
salvation of men, that he longed for his great
baptism of blosd—for all the big waves and bil-
lows of God’s wiath that sinners deserved, to go
over him. He made haste to do the work o
suffering for us, and was almost impatient for
the dark hour of sacrifice to arrive. Even the
designs of the guilty traiter, Judas, seemed too
slow for his longings of love, for he said, “ What
thou doest do quickly.”—Thbe apostles caught up
the same spirit of their Divine Master, and turn-
ed the world upside down by the fiery fervor of
their zeal. Steady ss the sun in the heavens,
they went on to the accomplishment of their
work, and ss has been said, ¢ Struck the king-
dom of darkness blows that resounded through
the universe.’

Everything is not Cbristian zeal that passes
under that name. There is often a zeal of mere
sympathy, that which is awakened by contact
with others. We are greatly influenced, at least
for a time, by those with whom we associate. To
some extent we catch their splrit, imitate their
actions, and sometime’ the tones of their voice.
Suppose you were suddenly to go into a friend’s
bouse, and fiad it filled with people all in tears,
a deep sadness would at once fall upon jyou,
though you bad no knowledge of the cause of
the sorrow. Or, were you to go into another
house, and fiad its inmates breaking out in bursts
of iaughter, your countenance would assume a
look of merriment in spite of your ignorance of
the cause. 8o here is a young convert, snd cir-
cumstances led bim into conmection with a
church, where in their meetings they shout and
clap their hands, and loudly respond to the senf
timents of others, and are very demonstrative
in the expression of their feelings. He soon
learns to do as others do, not because of his re-
ligion, for if that was it then all who have rea-
religion would do the same, but simply by the
power of sympathy with those with whom he as-
sociates. Had circumstancea called the same
man into connection with the evangelical Quak-
ers, he would have been ready to sit for bours in
meeting without a word being spoken either by
himself or others. And yet he might have as
much real religion, and as much zeal, in the one
case as the other.

Then there is a zeal that is merely constitu-
tional. It is born with the man. There is a
warmth and a fiery fervor about all that he says
aud does. There is a certain animal excitement
which be throws into all that he undertakes,
and which surrounds him with a perpetual tem-
pest. Now, there is no religion in all this. It
8 true, religion may take bold of his natural
temperament, and saoctify a:d direct it, and
make it extensively useful; just as religion
takes the caution and cool deliberation of the
more lymphatlc temperament, and makes them
useful. Still there is much that goes by the
name of religious zeal in such persons that is
only the result of nature, not of grace—of feel-
ing, not of principle.

There is also a zeal of mere sentimentality.
It will only work for Jesus when a romantic
glow—a publicity and distinction is to be at-
tending upon the work. If they could act in
the eyes of the world, if they could encounter
great perils, and come out of them spoken of as
great heroes, and be recorded as cuch in poetry
and sermons and public speeches, with what an
ambitious burst of seal would they go into
Christ's service ; but to live unknown, to suffer
and sacrifice, and toil on for Jesus, till we die
unhonored and unkoown, and receive almost
our first word of approval from the words of
Jesus himself, as we stand before his throne,
requires solid principle, not mere sentiment.—
Yet faith teaches us that every act of love,
every ‘kind word, every tear dropped, every
prayer uttered for Jesus, reports itself before
the splendor of the eternal throne. The timid
word spoken for the Saviour in the midst of
mocking folly, is heard by him in heaven above
the cound of seven thunders. It is registered
in heaven's imperishable records.

True Christian zeal begins in love to Cbrist,
and is fed from that unfailiog fountain. There
is more felt inwardly than is represented out-
wardly. It lives not by the breath of human
applause, but by tke favor of God. At the
cross it sees the whole truths of the Bible, the
revelation of God to man for centuries, coa-
densed into one word—salvation, and that a
free salyation ; and then it sees the long funeral
procession of millions of lost souls, who might
bhave been saved, and all the energies are stirred
up to eave a perishing world. Oa such a man
goes, in his career of usefulness, Carist interce-
ding above him the divine Spirit interceding with-
in him, angels taking an interest in every step,
the Sodom of the world that he has left blazing
bebind him, the beavenly Jerusslem to which
be goes, with its pearly gates and golden

F. 8.

be muets, ‘ Flee, O flse from the wrath to come.’
This zeal must be tempered by knovlodgo._

b'cr n:un on, rushing down the rapids of the
river Si. Lawrence, but without a pilot to guide
ber. Paul bore the Jews witness that they had

was hurrying them on to perdition. P,
& zeal when he drew the sword to et

Master, but not being guided by knowledge, it

eral District Meeting "'mh June | Jooking at
‘]or,, wh
Mr. Editor, bead, be thou
and Wilness.

one of which serves for the
drawn by the oxen; and the other,

b serves as a sha; i
streets, shining before him, and crying to those [ €nd, to penem::’:;";g r;unh?ened at the lower

:;?:em’-ri:w"diflr l: force it into the soil, otherwise
wi produced.
- The Saviour uses the term hand in the singu- | it bis infinite capacity, so b ye

a zeal, but not being according to knowlodge i oly in yor
]l the plou h i i i ur
igh Is held with but a single | b ly in y finite
capaci
s pacity,

hand.
fight for his | Utterly forbids the looking back so as to prever

:h&edﬂﬁond the entire man, with .uofa.fm: in this sense of it s
0 onward work. Such is the image by force. Sin has enhap

be is ready to place upon your
faithfal unto” death.—Chr. Times

Christian Unity.

There was a time when architects felt that, if
they built a splendid cathedral with two towers,

if representations of flowers were to be carried
around a cornice, it was thought that they n'honld
be everywhere alike ; but 8 better taste it was
that said, © If you have a rose here, why not
have s fleur de lis there ? Wh.y not enhance
the effect by 1epresenting a variety of !!ovon
instead of 8 single flower ?” Aud he‘ro is seen
the difference betw een the old Byzantine school
and the living modern school. )

Now, the church is apt t?.bo Bynnhn.e, and
go on adhering to similarities and plmtud'u,
and bence to lose the beauty and grace whx'eh
come from originality acd variety. ’Tbono in-
dividual peculiarities which characterize men all
over the world present a better conception of
Christian unity in liberty than is presented by
any other means. .

Unity in liberty wiil take away from .extrcmitl
of every sort ail their advantages which are .sd-
ventitious, and which spring from their being
persecuted, and will give to those that hold the
substance of the truth the deepest and highest
forms of power. 3

And you need not be afraid that, by introduc-
ing these views, which many will call extreme
and over-liberal, you will destroy suthority, and
open the way for license to rush in. That has
been the tyrant’s plea against advance from the
beginning of the world. It has been said, * If
you let intelligence come among the common
people, if you let them vote, if you let things go
with broader and deeper liberty, where are go-
vernment and law going tobe ? We have ex-
ploded sll that in respect to civil and political
affairs ; aud we have demontrsted before the
world, not only in time of peace, but urder the
crucial test of war, that where liberty is most
restricted there citizenship is least to be relied
upon and government is weakest, and that where
liberty is extremest there citizenship is mcst to
be relied upon snd government is strongest.

And as it is in civil sffairs, so it isin religious
sffairs. Liberty io love gives strength to the
real substantial elements that are in religion.
The power and authority of progressive but un-
popular organizations come largely from the
fact that they are martyrs, and that they suffer
for principle, and for the liberty of propagatiog
what they conceive to be right and true. And
the moment you give perfect liberty in churches,
and advanced ideas are proclaimed and adhered
to, though it be by a minority, you will tend to
dispossess venomous sects of their venomous
power, and to throw influence and weight and
authority into the hands of men that represent
the highest moral states and dispositions.

Dangers that are common all over the world
should press Cbristians together in" common
unity. The very foundations of moral govern-
ment and of divinity itself are being searched
The questions of to-day are not questions as to
what kind of inspiration we are to look for ; but
questions as to whether there is an inspiration,
or whether there is a God that can inspire any-
thing. And this is a danger that is coming up
with a broad front and with amazing strength.
Scientific researches sre giving at present great
seeming authority and power to the most dan-
gerous of all possible beresies, which are ex-
ploding under the walls of the churches. And
it is necessary, not that Christians should be
disunited among themselves, but that they
should, forgetting all diversities, come together
for the welfare of Jerusalem, and, loving God
and man, stand in the power of unity.

The work of our age is sublime, and requires

undivided and unquarrelling unity of the whole
force of Christ’s followers. It is a great work
to take possession of the world geographically ;
but the work of Christ is only just begun when
the Gospel is carried to every country on the
globe. The question of our timé is, Who
shall possess civilization P Shall it be un-
der a dominion of the law of Christ or of
the law of Satan ? Bhall it conform itself
to the great law of justice, dr to the law of
selfishness ? Shall Christ or shall Satan con-
trol the great elements of power P Shall lite-
rature be in the handa of selfishness, or in the
hands of true benevolence P Shall the world
be governed in its laws, institutions, and polity
by the highest Christian ideals, or by the lowest
physical and natural ideals P That is the ques-
tion of our time. It belongs to sects and to
churches in common.
There is, then, an abundant work before us.
And, in order to carry out this great work of
civilization, education, end Christianization, and
making the world beautiful in holiness, it is de-
manded that with trumpet tongue men should
cease any more to search out each other’s short-
comings, and to find fault with each other, and
that every man should accept whom God accepts.
The seal of a Christian disposition is the pass-
port to every heart, and it ought to be to every
church,— Beecher.

~ e

Whedon on the Gospels.
The following notice of Dr. Whedon’s invalu-

able work on the Gospels, copied from the Cen-
tral Advocate, we commend to our readers :

We especially like Whedon’s Commentaries
on the Gospels. They are sensible, learned,
pmtigal, comprehensive, rich in thought and
pure in expression. His notes on Luke seem to
us particularly valuable. We copy out for our
readers a few choice extracts, confining our-
se Ives to that portion of this Gospel, which Dr
Whedon calls, the great Lukean Section, It ex-
tends from chapterix: 31, to chapter xviii: 15
) comprising Luke’s largest independent con-
tribution to Gospel history.” Our commentator
divi des the whole section into three parts;

1. The period before arriving at the Feast of
Tabernacles.

2. The interval between the Feast of Taber.
nacles and the Feast of Dedication.

8 The interval between the Feast of Dedica
tion and the Lord’s Last Passover.

The arrangement here is admirable, and the
notes are instructive and evangelical. On the
words, “ No man baving put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God,” we have the following comment :

¢ The Eastern plough is made of two poles
horizontal
» Crossing it,

,and as a handle
at the upper end, upon whi l:nth hman
asps with one hand, while cwith :hgl r he

Zeal without this may be Like a boat with all| ferwers: "8 844 With which he spurs his team

“ He must place his whole weight upon the

ar,
And the mclina_tion of the whole

He is not fit for the kingdom of God.
merely that he may not turn back or withdraw
his hand. There maust be no back glances of his
eye, no turning ot his head, but the forward |
row of the man With all his might. It was by
such a winnowiog that our Lord selected his sev- |1
enty, How hardly did even they fulfil the high

The words, “ Because of his importunity,” in
chapter xi: 8, gives occasion for the following |
useful and important statements and suggestions !
in regard to the true doctrinc of prayer:

% The word rendered importun:ty here means
shamelessness. Whether shame he wrong or|
ight depends very much upon what we are
ashamed of. Some men are proud of what they
ought to be ashamed of, and ashamed of what
would be a true dignity. Very many are not
ashamed to sin, and yet are ashamed to pray for
pardon ; much riore to have others pray for their
pardon. Others are not ashamed to Era_v, bat
are ashamed to be seen praying for others, who
seek Christian intercession. But the shamelessness
of the man in the parable consisted in a persis-
tence in his prayer which no shame could check or
stop. He feels that it is no time for delicacy.
So God may wait until he sees that we have by
our long perseverence fully committed ourselves
to a position which we may by his grace perma-
nently retain. Thus a wise delay in him tegets
stability in us. .

“ Note, then, that itis not true, in the sense
that many affirm it, that our prayers have an ef-
fect on us onlyand not upon God. God's immu-
tability does not require that he should treat the
same men who is first impenitent and afterward
penitent alike.

“ God does immutably deal with men accord-
ing to their works. As the same unchangable
sun softens the wax and hardens the clay, so
does God sustain and save us in our penitence,
and harden and condemn us in our obduracy.
Those who say that prayer affeets only ourselves
and not God, can never consistently pray at all.
It is impossible to frame a real prayer to God
which does not imply that God may comply with
our request.”

These thoughts are equally valuable to_the
maker of sermons, and to the humblest Chrisfian
who needs to know his privilege under the Gos-
pel.

In regard to ¢ joy * * in heaven over 7ne sin-
ner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no repentance,”
we read as follows :

“It 13 by no means meant that the soul of the
sinner converted from his abandonment is any
more precious in the siﬁht of God than is that of
the faithful walker in the paths:of righteousness,
who has never fallen from the justification of his
childbood. God more truly:-loves a life of faith-
ful obedience than of ilate repentance. The
man who spends half his life in sin, is little like-
ly to receive that rich reward in glory which he
might have attained bad all his dgays been days
of service. His powers, indeed, of efficient ser-
vice, during the remainder of his years are like-
ly to be much diminished; and he will have
through life just reason to lament the loss of
‘his best days in sin; a loss which eternity can
not repair. What our Lord does] mean here
is, that such is the danger which the repen-
tant sinner has escaped, such is the immediate
interest of his rescue, and such the new rapture
of having gained a companion in glory, that a
sudden burst of joy arises in heven.”

And farther on he adds:

¢ The true lesson for these ’harisees-is, that it
is a poor and pitiful piety which wraps itself in
a cold and selfish sanctity and never smiles in
gladness when sinners come home to God. And

et we must guard against the error of sup
ing that the repentant are dearer to God than
the life-long Christian. For, as Philo the Jew,
says, ‘ there ever remain in the souls of the re-
pentant the scars and traces of ancient sins.” ”

The following are admonitory words which
deserve the most serions consideration :

“ The Church has lost every soul that is lost.
Every soul is redeemed by Christ. Every soul
is met as it enters probation with the saving pow-
er-of the atonement, and is truly an heir of
heaven. Every soul enters life a proper mem-
ber of the Church ; of which membership bap-
tism is the true recognition. And it the soul be
as unconscious, as a piece of metal, of its own
worth, and becomes hard in sin, and buried in
darkness and dust, with the image, not of the
ple.ed .Redeemer, but of the gods of heathen-
ism, which are but forms of the devil, it is the
Church who lost them, and the,Church who may

rejoice whea ske has found that which ske had
lost I”

We can scarcely refrain from further extracts,
but these must suffice, except that we will add a
tew of the proverbial expressions with which
t..hcsc commentaries abound, and which sparkle
like grains of gold in pure quartz,

“In Biblical language the true Jool is the
man who wants the moral sense ; that is the pro-
per gGo:g"eqnz in mor:ll or religious matters.”

8 rich man and man’s rich

Popens s cach e 0’8 rich man may be
“Who is so great as

who imitates of course, t
of his superior ?”
“It is one thi

our lttle great man,
e prejudices and follies

to silence a man and another
to convince; and it is another th; i
change his h,em and save his o;ul."m8 will to

* There is no giving any Christian value to
:}bl:‘ﬁn rall;g:zg wE:ch L no self-surrender to
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g;:y_ter th“e the vital bl:eath of the Christian, with-
- irilmallycm.l',n life ceases, and the man js
Would not any one of these make an admira-
ble text for a prayer-meeting talk ? And t
not the talk grow ultimately into a sermon
In our copy of Whedon, scores of such pitliy
paragraphs are marked, and the people of
our Church have profited by them.

No young minister can afford to be wit
Whedon’s Commentary. And what is mor‘;l 0:;
Church can afford to have its pastor pove;'t -
struck, 1in brain and heart, for lack of suc{-
books. These notes should g0 into the hands of
every Sabbath-school superintendent and teach-
er, and a copy should be found in every Metho-
:: family. They are cheap, conveniently
nd for use, strongly Arminian in doctrine

and thoroughly evangelical in spirit. The '
should be circulated by thousands, and whel};
purchue‘(f, t'hey ought ought to be reqd l;lrou h
f;.-om beginning to end, not merely referred to g
difficult places, and, as a consequenc 5
tude of souls would be richer,
time and in eternity. '

e, a mu tj-
wiser, purer, in
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From the Northwestern Christian Advocate,

Sanctification and Stumbling.
blocks therein.

L BY REV. H. BANNISTER, p.p,
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stant experierce, is that from wh;
death, lee..tngelc, principalities, powen, thir,
present, things Lo come, nor height, nor de 1y
nor any other creature, can separate he P
thus sanctified, and fully saved, ol
The soul, of its own Power can of ooy
firf)p :lown frem this h'igh state, and wil| don:]_ i
if it slackens its commitment angd trust; but iy
this ?u.te it 48 perhaps less easy to fall bul:
}hnn itis to ldunfo to higher degrees of growth
in grace and holiness, becauss the soal ik
o‘;‘)en fac; “ bebolding, as in o glass, the 3\;‘
of the Lord is ch i il
from glory to glo:;,st.d, ‘:;"t:'su’. image
Lord.” All is peace, b it of b
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p s » Sometimes fiercely; b
they are viewed in their proper light—se disci
pline, tests of fidelity and unlaltering trust—— ;_
infondod to give knowledge of hitherto unper.
ceived weak points of character, lnd' W
strengthen and fortify them. There s wo
Christian of high spiritual attainments who s
ndt thaokful for such discipline, The bright.
ness of beavenly light in which he lives ordi.
narily may be dimmed for a season as a means of
proving whether naked, stark, half-blind conf.
dence, with its joys withdrawn,will hold him up.
And this experience is salutary. If in his dark.
ness he stumbles slightly, his greatly quickened
spiritaal sight sees the fault at once; no discou
ragemert ensues ; his faith olings to Jesus; he
plunges in the purple flood and feels purified of
his stain.  Every moment he feels the efficuci
ous merit of Christ, nor can he continue (o
grow in divine knowledge love and power—
coatinue to realize the length and breadth, and
depth and height of the love of Christ—except
hy momentary faith and dependence on the
great atoniog merits.  This faith he does exer-
cise moment by moment, at first with watchfal
endeavor tiil jt comes to be an easy, normal
babit, and his every breath becomes normally
that of prayer and praise and rejoicing. Thisis
sanctification, holiness of heart, Christian per-
tection. This jis being ‘‘ cleansed from all sin,”
“ from all unrighteousness,” being proportion-
ally holy as God is holy, being * preserved
blameless,” in ‘‘the whole soul, body, and
spirit,” being *‘ sanctified wholly,” that is, being
entirely devoted to God and saved from inbred
sin.

The propensity, not thé power to sin, is taken
away. The probability, not the possibility of
departing from God, is diminished. Free agen-
cy remains in the fullest exercise, and, while in
this state,in delightfully holy exercises. The
power of choice to the contrary is also undimin-
ished ; and what with the situation mau is in, as
the consequence or product of sin upon his com-
plex nature ; what with frail organization, igno-
rance and limitation of all kinds he has td'endure.
no such perfection, even the loftest attainable
in this world, can be predicated of the holiest
Christian during his militant career, as the race
possibly might have had, if sin had not infected
it. The sanctified soul is beset with disadvanta-
ges which make the best ot its efforts to appear
right and blameless in all things, defective ; and
which, render it, however pure in motive and
intended action, oft-times cruelly misunderstood
among men.

And hence the stumbling-blocks among men—
alas! among Christian men—on the subject of
sanctification. This is one of them—defects of
character ; defects from o'd habits not yet whol-
ly remedied ; defects arising from physical or-
ganization, and impossible to remsdyj; defects
from ignorance ; defects coming from every
possible limitation which hedges in all human
beings. Each man is unlike all his fellows. Eve-
ry man’s character, made up of varying impule
ses, tendencies, &c., occupies an area distinct
from every other man’s. The lines that bound
this area of each, are usually more or less angu-
lar in all ; and in the disrupted harmony among
the broken moral relations of this world, thif*an-
gularity is, to weak, selfish, pitiable humsn na-
ture, seriously disturbing. It interferes, indents,

it s rendere |
th, which no
i 8 faith hy,

in con-
ch neith,

jostles.  Patience, charity and justice drop

down, each to a heavy discount. They mount
teward a par value, however, more easily among
fellows onthe eame spiritual plane. But that
those professing to be on a higher plane, parti-
cularly that of entire sanctification, should show
defcts of character—that they should be scarce-
ly less perfect than the unfallen Adam—is to
many unaccountable, and damaging to such &
profession.

This stumbling-block comes from not know-
ing, through experience, how a soul all incum-

bered with infirmities may yet enjoy perfect

love, may walk with God in holy and triumpbaot
communion, and, at the same time, may bless
the hand that often smites it with a wholesome

discipline, by means of its very infirmities. It
has no good of its own ; whatever it inorqul
is of the free, unmerited grace of God. ~Christ
sits enthroned within, and draws to himself al

its affections; wins its perfect submission;

cleanses every stain ; pities and helps every
weakness ; impels every desire and purpose;

expands its spiritual insight, and fillsits increat-
ed capacity with added stores of knowledge,and
love, and the power of his life.
consists with defects of daily personal life—
defects, not guilt, from idiosyncracy, from igno-
rance, and from limitations of every kind ; and
some degree of these defects will pessibly attach
to it forever.
ble at such a fact !

And all this

How idle and unworthy to stum-

11. Another infelicity charged.upon sancti-

fication is the mysticism of the subject ? In what
does its mysticism consist ; The same that be-
longs to every word that Christ uttered in rela-
tion to his kingdom, and to every act which be
performed to establish it ; the same that bzlapgs
to the doctrines of the Holy Spirit, regeneration,
and of Divine influence in any degree. How
many truths and Scripture doctrines do we 'd
mit and rest in, which have the same mystical
correspondingly | element that is charged against this doctrine.
To such an objection, little deserves fo be said,
until it is shown possible how to explain in words
aor thoughts free from mystical conception,

ced his finiteness and erip- | C
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