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The Farmer / *
¥

«KH.,« farmer, this ,s written to you. by one that- which he receives as wages, that is. he re- ledge, but to lack of capital. The smal* farmer’s 
who has been a member of the wage-earning see- ceives (on the average) about $2 a day and pro- poverty is, we believe mainly due to the fact that 
tion, jhe proletariat, but has for fifteen years been duces about $10. the $8 is. therefore, the product he is a marginal producer Xhouirh Other minor 
one of you. One who has worked his twelve to of unpaid labor, or surplus value. • Whether this factors are also contributors Oon&ade Smith's 
•“teen hours a day in the summer,, and has used calculation is correct or not, the war has shown factor may be one —Ed/1
the leisure of the long winters to inquire why the that it takes only a small percentage of the We cannot stop'the w.ge-W^r from flooding
members of his section of the working class are -workers to produce the necessaries of life for the our field of operations, becavae It is easy to start 
in no better position, financially, than the wage- whole population. We believe that the value farming, so the remedy which/will free us from 
earners, why the only benefit in being a farmer, created by the average worker Is rather more, the exploitation which w/sDsubject to is to help 
over being a wage earner, is that the farmer has than less, than $10 per day of 10 hours, or rather the wage-worker free TiimSf from exnloitation 
a steady job. It is the result of this inquiry that more than $1 per hour. [Evidently our contri- The power that k^ps jthe workers in the pod-
Wishes to present to you, for your considéra- butor is using pre-war figures.-Ed.] 4 tion they are. is *l,e power of the state, behind

Vow, fellow farmer, when you have a little time, which is the capitalist class, the ruling class. So,
ngtn* out f »<• yonr own «atk.faIon how ma*ir to attain the result we desire we must unite to

yob work in a year, leaving out a -y work remove this <riifes fefrom their dominating position
_ that a wage-earner would do for himself, or pay .with regard to the state, and institute

sary to the production of a commodity: First, the for out of his wages, such as a small garden, and dominated ny lte workers, as a stepping-stone to
nature resources of the earth—nature bestows then estimate roughly what you get for this labor ; the time when all will be workers, and there will
these on those who are able to take and use them ftihul you, what you get for vours^f and family - be im need for a repressive state, as there will 
~man, < ommating, has supreme claim ; second, ihis does not include such things as money spent be fihe class, the working class 
to make use of these natural resources man must on machinery (farm), horses, harness, binder *>ll#tv farmers, comrades, there is no narrower
labor, so, a commodity is the result of labor ap- t rine, threshing, etc., but includes only what h . way-to free ourselves from the difficulties and ex- 

_P le .to 'latura r®8°urces- Naturally then, man spent on yourself and family for your keep and eeSetive toil which we suffer from. The road we 
says, it the natural resources are the free gift of “pleasure,” and see whether it comes near a dojffor Must travel is the broad, as yet untravelled road 
nature, the giving of my labor or service is the an hour, 
only thing that costs me anything, and that cost 
is measured in time : a portion of my life. I give
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Financial position means power to possess 
modities, and when we consider where commodities hour- 
come from we find that there are two factors neces-

com-
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Then decide for yourself wheth0 yoW’ of unity: not only unity among ourselves, but * 
are wasting you lalwr, whether you are fmtt/.ig unity with the wage workers, the peasants, and 

time into the production of farm produce the farmers of all lands, for the ONE purpose of 
* P°r ,0H of ,lfe t0 Produce commodities, then than the average farmer. The result will o&rprise overthrowing the useless, oppressive, vampire class, 
if I allow someone else to km those eon,modities. you. ■ f <f" I,y ream,,, of whose greed, "hred in-the-bone." we
ry..07, """"f, "’.T- ?• W*2,‘ !"hlnge »> "«"red the thin* out vet/e,«fully on , must ,11 suffer. . H. F. S.
an e, „.l du.nttt, of the,, time. M.n then pays w,||.m,n,ged fam of 4S0 , lon, --------------------------

- fa tie f‘"n'”0d",e“ W"h l,b”r’ *emw- "ck°"ed Hfe for merhinery (12 rnnking ,11
calculations in cost of pro&ncthm on the low side,

So. if a person does not labor in some way to and all calculations with regard to receipts accord- xfr „ v Rflrniw , , , . ®
produce commodities, there Ls notKng else he can ing to government. ktatiZs, (average price for , ,, l
give for the things he must have, and so he is get- wheat 73 1-5 cents «g* "track, and average yield °f K Po,lard' Ltd- ma-v or may not possess a
tiug something for which he has paid nothing, jg.fl bushels to the were); also, no account was ,<nowledKe of Marxian economics, but the follow-
It is impossible to rob such a one, even if you take taken of an engin* which was sometimes used for *“* ebwrvation eulled from an article written by
all that he possesses. ploughing, and-Vhe farm had a large pasture and that ee*tl*man in the DraP<‘r’" R««>rd for Feb­

ruary 1, 1918, makes interesting reading to Marx­
ian students.

We Marxians have endeavored to din into the 
minds of the workers the truth that the

more
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farm had a large pasture and 
hay swamp «tich yielded cheap feed, and still the 

explain all the intricacy of value and price in so - total récits for labor were only 38 1-2 cents an
abort an article, or give the proofs we would like hodV, *iot $1, by any means. And it must be
to give. All we can do is touch on the main remembered that the average farm in Saskat-
points, the basic principles, and make an appeal çBéwan is less than 320 acres, and the larger the th*y receiveas wages ls only on the average equi-
that we hope will be timely.

Capital is wealth used in the production <&t carried 
mote wealth, and for the exploitation <*£ Jidbor. mortgages and notes is taken out of the value 
Capital is itself the product of labor, jug? as all the average farmer receives, his “wages” will 
wealth, whether used in the prodiutiutf of
wealth or not, is the product of tgÜÜc. So it is by the average wage-worker. But figure it 

possible for capital to give (o the commodities for yourself.
ofNetkm of, a value

Now, fellow farmer, it is impossible for us to
H

money

valent to the value of the food, clothing and 
on shelter necessary to maintain the workers, etc. 
ne And that actual money-wages are only nominal 

wages : real wages being the purchasing power,
not compare very favorably with those” received or the amount of food- clothing, etc., one can buy

with one’s wages. Mr. Barnes, in an aritde, the 
object of which is to convince business people 
that they need not be alarmed at high prices, etc., 
for despite high money figures the workers are 
only getting the same real wages as before the 
war. Says he :

“After all, the real crux of the matter is the 
altered value of money. The exchange value of

-f' /Tarn the cheaper, normally, can production be 
We believe that when intereston.

.

more
out

not
which it is used in the ra^tuction of, a value How, then, are we robbed or exploited! By the 
greater than its own. ySpit is, capital is not action of economic law, which says, when there 
greater than its creator-,*The labor time embodied is an over-supply, a commodity shall be “cheap ” 
in the machine Wj^ven to the product of the There is an over-supply of labor power on the 
machine in the;#Sct proportion that the machine world market. Part of this over-supply flows into 
is consumed or worn out_ , ismrr ,, , lhe farming industry, the effect is a chronic over- , , , , ,

Take the-average binder, for instance; say its SUpp!y of farm produce which keeps the price Wrv,eea 18 mueh the Mme “ “ P«-war days. A
valu*. » *200 (or 200 hours) including value of down to the point where (on the average farm) wage earner turn* out a week’8 work «» exchange
rejpp%; say it wears out in ten years and cuts the farmer can “make” a living for his family for a week’s Provisions, ete/ The face value of
^ acres a year, or 2,000 acres in all—then there and himself, and interest on the comparatively the money- he receive8 “ of no ronaeqnence ; it

embodied in the crop from each acre, on the ,mall amount of capital invested The interest 'nay *** five or flft^ Pounds, but if it is only ex­
average, ten cents given to it by the binder, or goes to the owner of the capital, whether that is chan*cab,e ,or his wwk’8 sustenance nothing really 
one-tenth of an hour, or the time necessary to the farmer, or a machine or mortgage company. :naltera " 
produce that one-tenth of a (gold) dollar.

■
It is delightful, isn’t it, to have à capitalist prove 

to us that the workers’ condition under capitalism 
is incapable of permanent improvement.—Glasgow 
Socialist.

(“Abnormal” war conditions left out of the cal- 
Price is not value (except ufa broad sense which culetion.) [Note. The value of a commodity is 

we cannot here explain). Price is determined determined by the soflhlly iw^ssary labor* in- 
by supply and demand, but the basis of price is volved in its production, measured in time. Over 
▼«lue; that is when those two opposing forces, a period of time, during which the fluctuations of 
supply (tending to send priées down) and demand prices cancel each other, commodities are sold 
(•ending to send prices up) are equal, then the 
one counteracts the other and prices are at values,
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PRINCE KROPOTKIN IS ALIVE AND WELL
. There is an average degree of. produe- --------- -------

. . - within the socially necessary. Those indi- IX)NDON, Feb. 17, (Mail Correspondence.)—
or, the time embodied, in the gold is equal to the vidual producers who produce with greateg effl- Prince Peter Kropotkin, Socialist leader, despite
time embodied in the other commodity which ex- oiency than the average rate of productivity, re- various reports to the contrary, is alive and well
.*/***. or ll" . «eive above tiie average rate of profit. Theee pro- at Dmitrovsk. near Moscow, according "to Alex-

If, after looking up the pnee of a commodity duclng with average efficiency will receive value .inder Berkenhehn. vice-president of a Russian
m a mail-order caUlogue. and getting a pnee of for commodities, or average rate of profit for capi- society here. He says he saw the prince last Decem-

f m T»”1* ^ atora- « talistie enterprie^s. Those producing below the her and recently has received lettere from him.
indteed. to doubt the above statement go back average rate of efficiency will receive less then “Now aa always,” Berkenheim said, “he romaine 
to the first Part of tins, «nd rrat «^ that any value. This latter class are known as marginal far from the seat of any political activity, and is
seeming contradictions can be explained. producers, being on the margin t>f production, and occupied with literary work. He enjoys the groat-

1 hÜL»b*en COmputed , hat ,°n lth® average a wiM generally include small farmers, whose ineffl- est esteem end consideration of all circles in Rua-
man produces a value which is about five times cieney may net be due to lack of skill and know-
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