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marketable hay into saleable butter or beef, must
have seemed alinost like so much clear gain.
But times have changed, and to-day almost
every farm product has a cash value. At all
events it costs money and time (which is also
money) to produce it, and the value even of such
unmarketable feeds as silage can be compared
with saleable feeds on a ratio relative to their
f2eding value or cost of production, whichever
you choose. The herd, therefore, which is to
show a profit must first return the intrinsic value
of - all feed consumed, roughage as well as con-
centrates. The dairyman who is content to
‘“throw in the silage, hay and straw at a
merely nominal rate will find himself working for
very low suminer wages. We must insist upon
feeding these products to animals which will, if
possible, pay ior everylhing consumed. Putting
in this light not only eliminates
three-yvear-old stockers from the

)

the question

poor cows and
farm, but turns a clear light on the problem of
whether or not it pays Lo buy feed. In order to
present this prohlem in a concrete form we shalt
submit a leaf from our own recent experience. At
Weldwood we keep track of all feed consumed,
the meal exactly according to weight, and the
bulky feeds approximately, estimated from fairly

frequent weighing of silage, hay and straw
rations, even the hedding being counted. Just
for the satisfaction of it we recently foot-
ed up ~the feed records for the months
of Novewher, December and January. Quite a
lot of purchased meals were used in these three
moﬁth-, principally for the fattening stock, the
bulk of the howme-produced spring grain being re-
served for cows that were to freshen later. The
major items of fecd were il cake 1,400 Ihs. at
$33.50 per ten;  rolled oats, TH5 1hs, at $22;
cern-meal, 1,656 s, at S2 ¢ undecorticated
cottonseed-meal, 400 s at §$21 : unsalable hay,
6 tons at $8; mixed clover and blue-grass hay,
14 tons at %10 ; corn silage, (well cured and
with small moisture content,) 27 tons at $5 :
roots 10} tons at $3 ; green rape, 1.15 {ons at
$3. The summary showed :

~—the full time.

4,713 Ibs. meal worth...... ... ... $ 72.84
41,745 Ibs. hay, etc., worth ........ veieee. 195.86
27 tons of silage worth ... ... .. .. 185.17
10} toms roots worthi ........ .. ..... 30.78
4.15 tons rape worth........ .c..ccc. coeeerieenns 1245

wos  wEsssesel - aesssae $447.10
This feed was consumed by nine head of beefing
cattle, (mostly caws, four of which were fed for
two months only,) milking cows, yearling heifers,
calves and a hull, all being equivalent to an
average of about 24 head of mature cattle for
This means an average cost per
feed of $18.63 or $6.31 per mature head per
month. ‘Did the cattle pay for all that feed ?
To ‘be candid they did not. The increase in the
value u_f the fattening cattle, the growth on the
young stock and the milk checks together would
not net that value. It is only fair to state,
though, that most of the cows were approaching
calving date and had previously given their best
flow, producing milk at a moderate cost per.
hundredweight on grass and green feed. Still
these figures were striking and promptly stimu-
lated an already formed determination to retain,
and if possible, to buy none but the very best
stock. Also” they suggested anothet line of
thought. If it costs $6 or $7 per ;month to
feed a fattening heast may it not pay to use a
little more meal,increasing the cost of feceding a
dollar or two per month, but also increasing
tl&_rate of gain and shortening the feeding
period by a couple of weeks ? A big point in
feed econcmy is wrapped up here, and it applies
to young cattle, cows and other stock as well.
We submit these figures for what they suggest,
and hope others will be stimulated to figure on
their own feed-bills. That way lie some rather

disturbing discoveries, but the best hope of pro-
fit is beyond.

Leok Out for the Book Agent.

An old and esteemed correspondent of ‘‘The
Farmer’s Advocate’’ writes us a letter of warn-
ing for the benefit of readers
which is another
exercise too great

in other sections,
reminder that persons cannot
caution in the purchase of
subscription books on the instalment plan from
unknown agents or issued by Comparatively un-
known publishing houses. Many valuable works
have, no doubt, heen made accessible to the public
in that way, but it will be well within the dear-
bought knowledge of people in nearly every com-
munity to say that a host of such volumes
have been disappointments, costly, trashy, ephem-
eral, and, in not a few cases, closley border-
ing on the fake order. Often they are hurried
out on the heels of a war, the death of some dis-
tinguished personage or other sensational event,
and it stands to reason that any work of a
biographical or historical nature of any per-
manent worth is not likely to make its appeal to
the public like hot cakes off a griddle. As a
rule, it takes time to produce a hook really
meritorious. In auction rooms and junk shops
one can run across old sets for a song, that a
few years before were exploited on the public at
ridiculous prices, and the last volume often
proved inferior to the first and far below the
gilt-edged prospectus, which the itinerant sales-
man carried in. his beautifully pebbled leather
satchel a few months before. It is an expensive
way to dispose of books, and the publishers ara
bound to recoup themsclves in one way or an-
other. Something cheap and unreliable is usual-
ly the result. Illustrated volumes, religious
works, and encyclopedias, too often fall into this
category. Our correspondent calls attention to
one of this nature which he states was found
full of ridiculous and unreliable statements.
Obviously, a work of reference of that descrip-
tion is worse being positively mis-
reach of a public
library, good enclyclopedias can usually be con-
sulted without

than useless,
leading. If one 1is within
them, and one should not
invest in a set without conferring with seme ono
who is an authoritv, such as an

buying

experienced
Newness does not condemn o

is by an

public librarian.
bhook if it
ing house of repute.

author and from a publish-

Another point to hLe borp,
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in mind is to know exactly the meé.ning of any
orders signed, if one has fully satisfied himself
with the offered publication' and is certain that
he is not just being ‘‘talked into’’ something for
which he has no need, and which is not to be of
“real advantage in the home. Sometimes what
is supposed to be a simple order turns out to he
a promissory note wl)ich is turned over to the
tender mercies of some bank for collection, by
‘“due process of law,’”’ if need be, in addition to
whiich the *purchaser “may have already heen

saddled with express charges on the consignment
of books

Limit the Hours.

““I’ll come over some evening and we can clean
up those seed oats that I’m going to get so ag
not to stop the teams in the field,” said one
farmer to another many years ago before the
ten-hour-day notion was general among rural
workers. ‘““You needn’t bother coming in the
evening,’’ replied the other, ‘‘we don’t work here
after night ; come in the day-time,”” was the
startling. response. ‘‘And I noticed,’”’ said the
first party, who told us the incident lately, “‘that
this man was never behind with his work, and
financially he was getting ahead. He started
with nothing when he came to this country, and
to-day he is worth more than many of us who
have been plugging through day and night.”

- It is usually so. Why ? Because the man
who is plodding through all hours of the day
and night is fit neither to work nor plan. In-
stead of directing the work, the work drives him.
‘ounting on the accustomed long hours, he un-
dertakes too much, fags out and gets behind.
The one who limits his work, but is sharp on
the job, Leats him half a dozen ways in the long
race, The temptation to run the day into the
night is insidious and mischievous. Resist it.
Reserve some time for rest and play ; time for
observation and planning. As much work will
be done, and it will be done to better advantage.
Up to a reasonable extent, a farmer can save
and make money faster with his eye and brain

than he can with his arm. Husband your
strength, keep a clear head, and & well-toned
arm.

Do it by limiting the hours of work. It
pays.

By way of further emphasizing the économy of
fast-working implements, we are pleased to pub-
lish Director J. F. Grisdale’s létter, discussing
two or three points of a recent editorial on the
subject. We fully concur in his main conten-
tions, but are still of opinion that it is exaggera-
tion to state that three horses on a two-furrow

plow can do twice as much plowing as two

horses ‘on a singlé walking plow. We have
known two horses on a single walking plow to
turn over three acres of fairly heavy clay land
between dawn and dusk. Could three horses on
a two-furrow plow turn six? There are few
cases in which four of them could do it. As for
finish at headlands and dead furrows, we have
not denied that this could be accomplished with
the big plow, bLut it ig rarely or never done quite
S0 neatly as is possible for a good plowman
with a walking plow, and the starting-and-finish-

ing: line is more ragged because both shares do
not take hold or clear

The two-furrow pPlow
theless.

at the same relative point.
1s a decided success never-

Plant more trees, is the refrain of every gale

that blows across the country.

——

A man with a well-grown double or even
a single row of eévergreens ahbout his homestead-
ing, is likely to rest easier than he would with-
out them, when the winds begin to howl.

—_— .

There has been solid satisfaction, during the
March storms, to many a man as he looked along
the lines of sturdy maples which he planted as
slender saplings a few years ago, and in a few
weeks they will become again an annual thing of

beauty.
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