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The Upward Look

As the Branch in the Vine

AM the Vine, ye¢ are the
“l branches."—John x. 5.

It was in connection with the
Parable of the Vine that our Lord first
used the expression, “Abide in me.”
That parable, so simple, and yet so
rich (0 its teaching, gives us the best
sod most complete f{llustration of the
meaning of our Lord's command, and
the union to which He Invites us,

The parable teaches us the nature
of that union. The connection be-
tween the vine and the branch is a
living one. No external, temporary
wnion will suffice; no work of man
can effect it: the branch, whether an
origival or an engrafted one, is such
ouly by the Creator's own work, in
virtue of which the life, the sap, the
fatne and the frujtfulness of the
vine communicate themselves to the

branch. And just so it is with the
poliever too. His union with his Lord
{& no work of human wisdom or human
will, but an act of God, by which the
closes! and most complete life-union
is effected between the Son of God
and sinner. “God hath sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.”
The »ame Spirlt which dwelt and
still dwells in the Bon, becomes the
Iife of the belleve~; ia the unity of

that one Spirit, and the fellowship ot
the same life which s in Christ, he is
one with Him. As between the vine
and branch, it {8 a life-union that
kes them onme

TLe parable teaches us the com-
pleteness of the union. So close is the
union between the vine and the
branch, that each is nothing without
the other, that each is wholly and
only for the other,

Without the vine the branch can
do nothing. To the vine it owes its
right of place in the vineyard, its life
and its fruitfulness. And so the Lord
says, “Without me ye can do no-
thing." The believer can each day be
pleasing to God only in that which he
does through the power of Christ
dwelling in him. The dally inflowing
of the lite-sap of the Holy Spirit 1s his
only power to bring forth fruit. He
lives alone in Him and is for each mo-
ment dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the vine can
also do nothing. A vine without
branches can bear no fruit. No less
indispensable than the vime to the
branch, is the branch to the vine

Such 15 the wonderful condescension
of the grace of Jesus, that just as His
people are dependent on Him, He has
made Himself dependent on them.

Without His disciples He cannot
dispense His blessing to the world;
He cannot offer sinners the grapes
of the heavenly Canaan. Marvel not!
It {s His own appointment; and this
is the high homor to which He has
called His redeemed ones, that as In-
dispensable «3 He is to them In
beaven, tha from Him thelr fruft
may be four , so indispensable are
they to Him on earth, that through
them His frult may be found. Be-
lievers, meditate on this, until your
soul bows to wership in presence of
the mystery of the perfect union be-
tween Christ and the belever.

There i+ more: as neither vine nor
branch |5 anything without the
other, so |5 neither anything except
for the other.

All the vine possesses belongs to
the branches. The vine does mot
gather from the sofl its fatness and
Its sweetness for Mtself,—~all it has is
o the disposal of the branches. As it
I8 the parent, s0 It is the servant of
e branches. And Jesus, to whom
We owe our life, how completely does
He give Himself for us and to us;

Elory Thou gaveth me, I have
.
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given them;” “He that belleveth in
me, the works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works shall he do,"

All His fulness and all His riohes
are for thee, O bellever; for the vine
does not live for {tsel 00ps nothing
for itself, but exists only for the
branches. All that Jesus is ln heaven,
He Is for us; He no Interest there
separate from ours; our repre-
sentative He stands before the
Father.

And all the branch possosses be-
longs to ‘the vine. The branch does
not exist for itselt, but to bear fruit
that can proclaim the excellence of
the vine: It has no reason of exist-
ence except to be of service to the
vine. Glorions Image of the calling
of the bellever, and the entireness ot
his comsecration to the wervice of his
Lord. As Jesus glves Himmolf so
wholly over to him, he feels himself
urged to be wholly his Lord's. Every
power of his being, every moment ot
his life, every thought and teeling,
belong to Jesus, that from Him and
for Him he may bring forth frult. As
he realises what the vine s to the
branch, and what the branch Is
meant to be to the vine, he fools that
he has but ona thing to think of and to
live for, and that Is, the will, the
glory, the work, the kingdom of his
blessed Lord,—the bringing forth of
fruit to the glory of His name

The parable teaches us the object
of the union. The branches are for
fruit and fruit alone. “Bvery
branch that beareth not fruit He
taketh away" The branch needs
leaves for the maintenance of ity own
lite, and the perfection of Ita fruit;
the fruit itself it bears to Bl ay
to those around.  As the bellever
enters into his calling as & branch, he
Sees that he has o forget himself,
and to live entirely for his fellowmen.
To love them, to seek for them, and
to save them, Jesus oame: for this
every branch on the Vine has to live
48 much as the Vine ftself. It is for
fruit, much fruit; that the Father has
made us one with Jesus,

It is when we try thus to under
stand the meaning of the parable,
that the blessed command spoken in
connection with it will come home to
us in its true power, The thought of
what the Vine is to the braneh, and
Jesus to the bellever, will gi
force to the words, “Abide In It
will be as It He says, “Think, soul,
how completely 1 belong to thee, I
bave joined myselt inseparably to
thee; all the fulness and fatness of
the Vine are thine In very deed. Now
thou once art in me, be assured that
All I have {s wholly thine. It s my
Interest and my hemor to have thee
& fruitful branch; only Abide in me.
Thou art weak, but 1 am strong;
thou art poor, but I am rich. Only
abide in me; yleld thyselt wholly to
my teaching and rule; simply trust
my love, my grace, my promises, Only
believe I am wholly thine; I am the
Vine, thou art the branch, Ablde in
me. "

What sayest thou, O my soul?
Shall I longer hesitate, or withhold
consent? Or shall I not, Instead of
only thinking how hard and how
difficult it is to live like & branch of
the True Vine, b:‘emu 1 thought of it

nd to

an
shall I not now begin to look upon it
as the most blessed and joyful thing
under heave: Shall 1 not belleve
that, now I once am in Him, He Him.
selt will keep me and enable me to
abide? On my part, ablding is nothing
but the acceptance of my position, the

be kept there, the sur.
render of faith to the strong Vine
still to hold the feeble branch. Yes,
I will, I do abide fin Thee, blessed
Lord Jesus,

e ——

The seeming {lifortune of today 18
50 often the casket that holds towmor.
Tow's choloest blessing that it would
#eem as if oven our human impatience
might learn to wait  little for (he key,

THE STOVE WITH 3,000,000
FRIENDS

1000,000 housewives have discovered the way to
3 better cooking, cooler kitchens and less work.
They use the New Perfection Oil Cook Stove,

Ask your neighbor. She knows the New Perfec-
tion Oil Cook Stove dependable and easy to
operate, She knows the Long Blue Chimney gives
aclean, intense heat—without odor, or smoke. She
knows the convenience and economy of using oil for
fuel,

The New Perfection Oven bakes unusually well
~makes the stove a complete cooking device,

The Cabinet adds to the appearance of the stove
and provides extra room for utensils,

Royalite Coal Oil gives best results.

IMPERIAL OIL LIMITED
BRANCHES IN ALL CITIES

NEW PERFECT

OI1LOCOOR STOVE

WOULD YOUR MOTHER
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ase Deratore we srem Like This Set of Silverware?
ing our Boy and Girl
Readers an Opportunity of
securing it.

All you have to do to get
ono of these fine chests of
Silver is to Send in to us
Only Ten New Yearly
Bul ns to Farm

The chest contains 3¢
pleces of

at neighbors on your way home from school, and on Saturday—
lln':t & big day by the remainder. Send them along to
ediately on receipt of same, have the silver sent
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