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Hie law exacts of salvors ordinary care and skill, 
ti nt is, such as persons in their condition ordinarily 
possess and may fairly he expected to display; and 
such skill is exacted with especial strictness where 
they have assumed dut es w .licit others more com­
petent stand ready to perform. It in consequence of 
neglect, or want of skill in sounding out channels, 
carrying out anchors, or navigating the vessel, or 
from any other omission of proper care or skill, the 
salvors incur unnecessary delay in extricating the 
vessel from its perilous position, or get it ashore a 
second time, the r salvage ought to he reduced itt 
proportion to the degree of negligence, or the want 
of skill; and where the negligence is gross or wilful 
it should he wholly fut (tiled. In determining the 
value upon which salvage should he awarded, sea­
mens wages earned subsequently to the rendition, 
and in continuation of the salvage services, a bottom­
ry lioud given by the sailors, and other charges fairly 
and necessarily incurred by the salvors or owners in 
the storage or preservation of the property, arc to he 
deducted from the value. I tut wages, bottomry bonds, 
or other liens, earned or created antecedent to the 
rendition of the salvage services, are not to he de­
ducted; f >r these are saved to the persons interested 
in them as much as the goods, and are subject to the 
salvage.

Risking life to save property or lives of others is 
an ingredient in salvage service highly estimated, 
lint the Court has no authority to remunerate salvors 
for saving life merely Hut if it can he connected 
with the preservation of property, whether bv accident 
or not, then the Court can take notice of it, and en­
hance the reward accordingly. < trdinarily, where 

salvors have been employed and their services have 
commenced, and they are fully competent to accom­
plish the service they have undertaken with safety 
to the vessel and with facility, they ought not to he 
discharged against their will, by the 
until the service is completed; nor interfered with by 
the employment of a second set; but where the first 

inefficient, or incompetent to perform the ser­
vice, or tlicN do not possess the necessary facilities,

■ i which the master or owner on the spot must of ne- 
cessitv. in the first instance, he the judge, they may 
hi law full v discharged, and will he paid hv the Court 
for the services they have rendered; and a second set 
may lie rightfully employed. Where a set of salvors 
have been employed by the master, and they are 
forcibly dispossessed by other persons, without the 

of the master or owner, the persons so 
intruding can earn nothing for their own benefit ; 
hut even act done and every service performed by 
them will enure to the benefit, not of the owners, hut 
of the original salvors, who would, hut for the in­
trusion and dispossession, have performed the service. 

Salvors have no right to carry the ship or goods 
inconvenient to the owners, but ought to
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(firing, in kind and degree, from the ordinary peiils 
,,j navigation. There is a wide range between hal.il- 
IV, |,, irdinarx perils and a condition in which perils 
,uv great that unaided escape is impossible, or 
nearly so. The degree of peril from which a Vessel 
„ ii.iued is shown less by the opinions of witnesses, 
wh.isi judgments are often warped by interest or by 
an , Sprit / v.i/itc than by the well-established facts 
,.i ill- ca-c- such as the vessel’s position, the state 
.■I tla tide, course and strength of the winds, and the 
kn .«ledge or ignorance of the dangers of the local- 

tin part of those in charge of the vessel. V here 
i!i, master has the means of extricating his vessel, as
1.. . , arrving out his anchors, and heaving overboard 
l.alia-t. ..r -argo of hut little value, the vessel cannot
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that, if left to himself, he would do his duty.
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the master or owner has no right to insist that the 
ship shall proceed to a distant port, inconvenient to 
the salvors, without first satisfying their demand for 
salvage. When the ship is relieved, and in a 
dition to proceed on her vovage, and the demand of 
the salvors is small or clearlv reasonable in amount, 
it mav he for the interest of the owners, that the mas­
ter should at once settle and pav the demand, and 
proceed on his vnvaw; and this he is considered as 
having authority to do: and he may. if hr has no funds 
in hand, and the salvors will not accent his draft, de­
liver a portion of the cargo in satisfaction of their

con­tinu

i' not in
con-
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forfeit their claim to salvage.


