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A judgment just rendered in England renders a 
Trades Union legally reponsible for damages caused 
by a strike. As the result ol an appeal to the House 
of Lords that Court set aside the plea that a trades 
union or trades society was not a corporation that 
could be sued, its decision reading :—

“ II the legislature has created a thing which 
own property, which can employ servants and which 
can inflict injury, it must be taken to have impliedly 
given power to make it surable in the courts of law 
for injuries purposely done by its authority and pro
curement"

This is the most important judgment ever rendered 
respecting unincorporated associations ; it brings all 
such bodies as trades unions within the pale of the 
law. In consequence of this decision the Society of 
Railway Servants, which o-ganized a strike in 1900 
against the Taff-Vale Railway Co., is condemned to 
pay $140,000 as damages to that Company.

a recent address, asked if the physician could not in 
some cases stay the hand of the surgeon with ad
vantage to the patient. He said :

*• The immunity with which the most formidable 
operations are now performed has given a confidence 
— might I not say a recklessness possibly—which 
renders the staying hand of the physician of price
less value. Especially is this true when, as it some- 
times happens, the inexperienced surgeon hurriedly 
resorts to a tentative operation to establish a dia
gnosis where one more experienced would 
reason for the procedure. I have more than once 
observed the medlesomcnesss of a surgeon to be in 
direct ratio to the measure of his inexpérience,"

The latter sentence contains a severe indictment, 
but much the same thing was said a few months 
ago by an eminent New York surgeon who declared 
as the rtsult of wide observations as a Coroner that, 
in a number of operations for appendicitis that had 
ended fatally, there was no such disorder in the 
sufferer, nor any justifying cause for a surgical opera
tion. We are inclined to think that Sir William’s 
allusions were to hospital practice, where the tempta
tion is strong to young surgeons to acquire experi
ence, for, in private practice, it is the rule to have 
the advice of a physician in good standing when an 
operation seems to be required.
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The United States Steel Corporation and the 
Pressed Steel Car Company have entered into 
arrangements for enabling their workmen to become 
shareholders in the respective companies. The plan 
is for the men to pay a small instalment down and 
to continue paying monthly instalments until the 
stock is paid for. The ajnount unpaid on the stock 
allotted is to be treated as a loan at 4 or 5 per cent., 
the shares to c.-rry dividends in favour of the 
during the period the instalments are being paid $0 
they would gain the difference between the 4 or $ 
per cent, charged on the loan and the dividends 
which would be at rate of 7 or more per cent. 
Many of the workmen look with suspicion on the 
scheme, their feeling ol hostility to capital causing 
them to feel as the men of old did, who said, •• We 
fear the Greeks bringing gift#." It is thought such 
a plan would check strikes, would cause men to give 
bitter service, and take a personal interest in the 
business. The scheme would so work while every
thing went on prosperously, but, let depression come, 
let lower wages be proposed, let prices fall below the 
dividend earning point, then there would be trouble 
with the workmen shareholders.
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Sir William Hingston’* fame as a surgeon stands 

so high both on this continent and in Great 
Britain that his judgment on matters relating to 
:hc faculty ha* excep'ional weight. It has been 
utdtly suspected that operations of a serious 
nre now
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