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Making Concrete Blocks for Hive Stands
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ami crowded it towards the centre of but which does not take long. The 
the block for about one inch down, cement at 40e per bag ami the sinil at 
This gave strength to the blocks and $1.50 per load would be 5c per block 
made them nicer handling, as it did for the material, or what means the 
away with the thin edges there would same, 5c per hive. To this must he 
otherwise have been. We were prob- added the cost of the labor. As it take- 
ably negligent about sprinkling with about as much water as cement wc 
water during the drying process, as aimed to have this close by. .shorter 
most of them received none at all. Con- blocks would do for some hives (Lang- 
se<|Uently those made during the hot stroth), but if so, I would use as much 
days of July dried very rapidly. By material or more, making them larger, 
using care, the molds could be emptied which can be done with the size mold 
in twenty-four hours with comparative- 1 have given. Still larger would he 
ly little breakage. In doing this the better. These same molds will make 
mobls were carried and carefully turned blocks 5x6 inches by placing them on 
upside down on a soft, level place, their sides against each other. The 
When occasionally the block would foundation of my honey house is noth- 
stick, by spreading the mold slightly it ing more than one row of these at the 
would free itself. Now, as to the cost, front and back, placed on top of the 
Thirty bags of Canada cement, com- ground. The molds can be used for 
bined with nearly two loads of sand hive stands if desired. In the cut the 
(three cubic yards), made three hun- molds, with the exception of a few at 
dred blocks, which would be sufficient each end, are filled, and the board at 
for that many hives. Two men can one side is already removed. By making 
easily make fifteen blocks per hour, a few in the evenings, less molds will 
exclusive of emptying ami replacing do and the blocks should be better, 
the moulds, which is hard to estimate, Cement is preferable, not only he-
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