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\'lCTOHIA ClIAMIJERS,

17, \"icT')iUA St., London, S.W., Sih Fohniaiy, 18!I3.

.Ma<ken/ik. Hipwk ,,

MiiUHtcr of 'rrii u* iiml CotnnuTco,
Ottjiwa.

I'E\K Mu. IluwEi.L — I lot't Pari-* ^CHtcrday iiv»riiiiiL; takin:.r with me the Freiu'h
(,aiiailiaii Troaty ari'l tlie hjtioiK oxchaiii,'i"l tor tin- Forcii,'!! Otlice,. copies of which

ay in icjily to j-oiir incssatre of the Uh

])._

and of l.onl iJutl'erin'ri coveriiii,' .lespatch I am mllilin^' to-dav to Sir John
Tliotnpson.

I tfansmit in addition licrowitli ciiiiicH ot' these ]ia]ii i> tor your in'ortuation.

I have aUo a) eontirin iii\- caMt! ot' ye«tei-(|a

instant :

—

" Your telet^iani n'ceiv. . in Pari- Sunday is tully an-weivd Jjy niv letters 24lh
find -'.'ilh January which should havo reached you yc'-tervlay ".

I trust the points upon which you seem to have Kcon in doubt are now clear to
you.

I sii<"ii(l mention that, alter siijning th.- treaty, I took the o|ijK)rtunitv of
saying to .M. SicLrfried that it would j^reatly streni,nlieri the hands of the Dominion
(iovernineiit in i^'c'tin-,' Parliamct's approval if the arianir,.'menl> were adopted by
the Kreiich (.'han^ihers at an early late, as this would ett'ectnally silence any criticism
which the o|)position miifht malxo, ar<,niini,' from the delay which had taken place in
connection with the passing of the arrnnirement helween France and the I'nited
States, that P'rance should he in no hurry to ratify the provisions otthe treaty.

I explained also that another cogent reason for early action was to he found in
the tact that the jircsent nionienl was the time u'' th > year when 1 he animal coti-
tracts for tiniher were ;;«nerally made, and 1 added that Canadian timber merchants
were in the country now tor that i)urpose, who were gettini,' apjtrehensive as to their
missing this season's trade if any delay on the part of France should arise.

M. Siegfried iissurwl mo that the matter shoukl receive their best attention ;

that he hoped to have the y(ro/tfN/(; lot embodying the treaty laid upon the table
within tht! next throe or tour days, and that be bad no doubt it would pass both
Chambers by .Nfarch 1st, next.

I will take caro that you are supplieil with copies of the Billsiibmitted and with
the report of any discu.ssion t)i;U takes place upon tlie sul)jec't.

On my arrival yesterday evening I found Sir John Tlioir.pson's telegram ot'the
(lib which reads as t'oilows :

—
" No draft received

;
r.o step should be taken towards rulitication until we cable

approval; at present ;'annot umlorsland what terms proposeil either side."
and I bav(' received this morning your cable under:

—

" Letters of twenty-fourth and twenty-liftb not yet received ; letters of eighteenth
and twenty-tlrst only and your telegram were before council when Sir John's
telegram was sent ii>structing delay in riititication of treaty; etlcct of changes in
original draft not lully understood."

I 'hereupon sent the following message to Sir ,)ohn Thompson:—
"Hal left Paris for London before your messuge arrived; Treaty was signed

at tive on .Mond..y, in accordance with instructions frotn your (rovernment; no
change in original draft, except in ad<iition to all the other articles enumerated.
The proposal- in letters exchanged by Plenipotentiiwies are not binding but optional."

I am unaiilo to understand the delaj- in the arrival of the despatches in question
its 1 took care to Imve them mailed <m the 25th instant, by the White Star mail
steamer. I trust, however, that they have reached you now.'

I am j-ours faithful!}-.

i

]

CHARLES TUPPER.


