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be inferior to the yeomani^ of England in the

acquirements derived,from common school education,

are certainly far superior to them in general intelli-'

genc<9. ' Their npnds are better stocked with ideas,

and they are infinitely more prQgvessive. When we

consider the relative periods at which the first settle-

ments were formed in the United States and in Upper

Canada, and the aocumulatioq of capital in the former,

it will not be difficult to show that ihe progress of

Canada has been much more rapid.
^

.The excavation |of the Erie Canal, the parent of

m the subsequent improyementfi of a similar nature

in the United States, opened-up for settlement a vast

country to the westward/which would otherwise for

many years have remained a wildiemess, unfit foi;; the

habitation of man. The boundless ' success of this

experiment necessarily led to all the other similar

imdertakings. . The superior advantages Canada

enjoyed in her river and lake navigation, imperfeet

lis that navigation was, operated in a manner rather

to retard than to aoceleraipte improvements of this

kind ; while the construction of the Erie Canal was

a matter of prospective necessity, in order to provide

for a rapidly increasing population and immigration.

In the same manner, the recent completion of the

works on the St. Lawrence, and the enlargement of

the Welland Canal, connecting Lakes Erie and

Ontario, will just as necessarily be followed by similar

results, with the additional advantage of the whole

c6lony being greatly benefitted by the c&mmerce of

the United States, in addition to her own.

We have now, thanks to responsible government.
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