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' Luther and the Rejormation. * H
Tho volco of Um) |Mili)it inuHt Hns clear and loud ; the i>owor of tho Hchool

muBt 1)6 doon nnd Ann, in tho cx|K)Hiiro of error, in tho dcvnumiotioii of

vice, in tho malntoiiftnco of tnith, in (ho onr«>r<oinont of virtue, and In

tho Htimnhw to every g(KMl work. It in nometimerf Hnid (hat the puliut

in offote, that Hernions uro iuHinid, that tlio hcIiooIh ure dead, that tho

Church httH lost itH iK)Wt'r. There is porhapH too much roason lor tlio

complaint. We had Iwttor not dJHguiHo the fact that we have <loKenorated

in much of our public teaching, and in nimh of ouf pubiir wor,-.hi)).

Thoro i« not life enough in *>ur HorvicoH ; there is not iK^wor enough in

our word. These are not the dayH for U'afned dulno»H, for rcwiKM'tablo .

formality, fordry esMuyH, ftM-ahtitract dis»5erlalionH, for JVeozing dev«)ti«)n,-

Hot iuHipid Hcntinientality. We want KormouK briHtling with thouglit; ?

wo want Horvices iuHfinct with life. All Ww rcHOnrcoH of genius, all tho

treaHiircH of learning, all tho charnm of oratory, all the fascinations of

art, may conio to our aid. JJut is Hiipplemeiital to thcKO, we miist liavo

tho ftro of piety, and the inspiration (»f the Spirit, ly which in living

forms, and in overwlu'lniiiig power, tho truth may be brfuight into diroct
,

contact with tho mind and conscience of humanity, nnd thi-ough which,

as in tho days of Josiih, wo may hco the devils cast out, and the uu-

bolioving and impenitent clothed, and sitting in their right mind. '

ABanothorunccmsfiousBtop in the onward movement, l«uthor was des-

patched to Home. Tho sphore ofhis observation was thereby enlarge*!. Itr

wanttOccBsary he should become aciiuainted with the condition oftho outor

world, and still more with tho general practices of the Church. Ho hail .

hitherto moved within a narrow sphere. All his sympathies entwined

around tho'Church. So liir he had no reason to suspect it of impost uro and

ft'aud. His zeal indeed was such, that according to his own conlcssion,

ho was willing to kindle with his own hands tho fire which might con-

sumo Erasmus, or. any othc^ horotic who should call in question- tho

Buiiremucy of the Pope. Yet the reformation to bo produced was a

rolbrmation of abuses without, no loss than of doctrines witliin. There

was a corrupt faith to begin with, and that by a natural \,yw*im Avould

produce a corrupt life. By devout study, Luther had gained a correct

knowledgo of the theory of salvation ; by careful observation, he was

now to appi*ohond the revolting errors of tho Church.
^

Themission on which Lhthcr was despatched to Komo was ostensibly to

adjust certain diiferoncos which had sprui^g up between tho Vicar-Gj|neial

apd some of the Convents of h is Order ; it supplied indirectly tho ineans •

for tho exposure of tho wholo system. Luther starte<l upon his journey

with the brightest anticipations. Who had not hcaixl of the gbkry of

tho Eternal City?—of the sanctity of tho Vicar of Christ?—of the

devotion of tho Convents and Churclios, which like so many- fountains

Bcntforth tho streams of life?—andwho could bo surrounded with these,

live among them, gaze iipon them, feol tholr pieson^e, inhalo their m-

fluonco, without a corresponding rofinemont of taste and elevation of

feeling? Such was Luther's expectation, as it had been the dream of

multitudes Ijeforo him. lie was doomed to a bitter disappointment.

The contrast between what ho expected and what he realized, was

greater than words could express. Along the entire route from Germany

twEome he found cause for surprise and shame. Many of the Cqnvcnts

were the abodes ofluxury and sensuality. There was unblushing pi-o-

• fanity ; there was uumitigatod idleness. ......
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