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raiponaibility about the text m tb« Pdeatine Jews
did, were not at all above striking oat pawia^ee which

presented difDcuIties to their minds. It may be ho.

Certainly if it were in the Pentuteuch it was aitserteJ

that this serioni interpolation had occurred we ihonhl

be very slow to believe it except on the most indis-

putable evidence. But in the early ages the mann-
script of the Book of Samuel, which was used morn
for private circulation, and never regarded with the

same high degree of reverence as were the Books of

Moses, might quite possibly have had this disputed

part inserted between its leaves by some private

owner, and thus become the source of an error such

as this.

At any rate, in the present state of the evidence

the revisers would not be justified in altering the

text.

vin.

2 Sail zxL 19 : And Elhaoan, the ton of jMre-Oregim, » Beth,
lemite, slew Ooliatb the Oittite, the staff of whoM ipear wm like a
weaver*! beam.

Poor Goliath the Gittite ! Surely we all thonght

that, if we knew anything of Hebrew history, we knew
even from nursery days that he had been pretty well

killed already by David himself, when he drew the

giant's sword "and slew him, and cut off his head
therewith."

Of course, we at once suspect some corruption. But
how are we to hunt it down ? Fortunately there is a


