
introduct:.,.'.

n. 1.1!*^^!^ ''*. ""*** ouuunding feature in ihc rapid growth ol the
Public Archives of Canada in the past decade ha been the acquititbn of
many /oMi/jt d arrAnri, private nillection*, and tra'urript* One result of
thete acceMiotw from public departments and oth«'.- itourcea waa to render
inadequate the means formerly empLyed for maV r.^ Icnown to the general
public the nature of such material. At the •- if une anothrr difficulty
•teadily grew worse. The available supply o. m -ar' rchivts Rtports.
•omc of which xmtain useful calendars, has become ' .-usK.d. Further-
more, to locate the document* relating to ihe average wbi^ct, even with
the aid of a complete set. usually means a tedious search, for with a few
exceptions the Rtports arc not indexed.* Consequently, u was decided to
Jssue in a convenient form a work which would deal in a bniad way with
material a ready calendared as well as with recent acquisitions. The
prewnt volume forms the first half of this plan, and includes nearly all
the scries whi h are in prop orm to be inventoried.

,

At the outset it is d i. ' to state some patent limitations of this
oooK. In the first place It V, no attempt to supersede existing calendars,
but aims to list the chief sc , . .ts and to render them more available through
an mdex. Secondly, only the main topics of each volume or section are
noted: subjects of minor importance, or which are concerned with details
cannot come within the scope of this manual. In many cases only the
name of the topic could be given. To proceed further woulc! require too
much space, and often involve disputed questions, with which it is the task
of the histonan rather than the archivist to deal. Finally, problems of
ciassiiicatton and arrangement are touched upon only when it becomes
necessarv to mention changes made in old series. Such matters are of
course highly important, but it is not intended in this volume to encroach
upon the sphere of an archives manual.

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with the Archives
fports, it may be well to state that manuscripts in the Public Archives
lall under three heads: (1) old records transferred from various govern-
ment departments; (2) transcripts made in Eurone and America; and (3)
collec ions or single items acquired by gift or lurchase.

T' rsi volume includes tne various series o» both French and English
rtgir. which are usually termed "state papers," and a few collections
close, wifiliated with them.

Since a large amount of reclassification and sorting must intervene
betore the material for another volume will be ready for definite des-
. nption, two years at least will be required before the second part of this
liutde may be expected. This being the case, a few notes on the r.iore
important collections not included in this volume may prove useful.

Papers from the Privy Council. Minutes of the Executive Councils
of Upper and Lower Canada, from 1764 to 1867. and accomnanying pa rs
miscellaneous volumes and loose documents. With a fwssible excei,.,onm favour of senes G, this is the most important original collection at the

Papers from Ike Department of the Secretary of State. From 1760 to
18^0 there are papers of several offices dealing with Iwal administration,
chief among them being those of the civil secretaries of the governors and
lieutenant-governors, and the provincial secretaries of both provinces.

•None previoui to the year 1904 are indexed, and only a fe» ifter that date


