
Soil lilllKTINC.

For ,t ft-w y.Mrs uft.T tlw virgin s,.il i- Krokon. ttii< |.ni.ti,-,. ,„;,v 1„< f,,II,,w,^
witl, IK. ,i „a,^ks to n.t.'rf.-r... Hut i.s ^.on a. ho ru„t Hbro is w.,rkH out a.i.i the
huinus .•..„l,.„t IS n,lu,-,H| v.m.nvh.t. th,- farm.T i> fa-.^l with the M)il drift injr
problPn. a.i. UMturtu>u.f.i.v ihi. ;i<m,„„s a;j^'ravat«J proportions i„ thf •('hi. k

"

..-.ad holt «li,.r(. tho huid i> apt to 1„. har.. of ^i„u- diiri.i- th- ;jrrator part of th.-
winter.

Thi- <urla.'0 cM.ltivatiuii .,.•,.. -ar.v t.. ,1,-iru.v th.- w.-.mI- . t. . riiu- " th.- >url „ ..

.-O.I U, su.-h an ,.xt.mt that th,- .tron^.. ,ir.v vvinds of wint. r .ti.l -pri.nr -ause it to
iiiuvp ahout l.ko parfi.-h« of dry snow. The prohle.n of the farnu-r. th.nfore i. to
obtain an.) ,is.. >.npl.-na.nt.. for tliis surfa-,- .-ultivation that will pulv.-ri/e tho snrfa-o
a> l.ttie as r«,,*„hK for if th,- wetnt ,-a., !« .k-r-rroyed and tae surfa.e of the soil left
.n a jrrannlar or shghtly lunipy .-on.Jitiou rather than in a powderv ..-ondition, drift-
ing; .-an be pr.-v.-nt.-,i. The -rod cultivator" will accoiTii)lish this to a lartre ext.-nt

THE ROD CULTIVATOR.

The pri.i.iple o„ whhu it works i„ to have a rod of tive-eiphth., inch, round t,>,>l
.-t. el. pa.-.^ through the soil about three in.-h«= below the surfa.-e. This .-otnpletelv
-uts ,.r rather riiLs off all weeds but in the o,K^rntion dor« not p„herize the <,.rf-..-e
as wotild a dis,- or even a duekfoot cultivator. The obj.M-t of n.sinjr a rod in pla-^r of
a wide, tlat piooe ot .steel to art like a knife is that any kind of blade eolleet? parthle,
ot r.K)t^ and trash and does not clean perfeetly. while in the ease of th- rod the pr«.
sure IS so preat on iti. under side that the trash, etc., is worn off. .\, an aettial fa.-twhat thiP simple implement aeeomplishes is always a matter of surr-ri-e to one who
sees it in ojieration for the hrst time.

It i« not iTitended t.. be u.sed in a wet season when there is abundance of moisture
Ml the eround. i e.. when the soil uug] ^ be terni.-d wet. Under such eonditio.is ,
broad-toothed cultivator is more de.sirable. for pulveri;-inK d.>es not take pla-e o a
irreat extent wheti th.- .soil is in su,-li a condition. The time that it is particularlv
.le.sirable to use this rod cultivator on summer-fallow is when the top soil i« drr fortwo or three or T.ossibly four inches down. An ordinary cultivator and partictilarlr
a disc used under su.-h conditions would ,H)wder the surface to a danperous extent
llie r.Kl cultivator, ou the other hand, will not do so. in fa.t has a ten.I.-n.-v to brineany small lumps present to the siirfa.-e. where th y have a h.-n.fficial effect *) far aspreventing drifting is con.'erned.

Cov srni 1 rio\.

The rod .-ultivator is not put on th.- market by any impl.^ment manufa.-turer butany handy man on the fanu can build it by following the d.vscription ^iven hereThe frame (A) of the rod .-ultivator is made .>f two ->- hv ,^-inch pie.-es of lumber'
8 feet loii^'. bolted topeth.-r an.l holding the iron arms (B) that carrv the tive-ei«rhths"
inch steel r.>d (C). This rod is S feet lonp. threaded at both ends and liel.i i„ plap^
by two .Alts at ea<-h end. The in.ii amis (B) ,-an be made from old wapo.i tirtx or
from pHves of iron i by 2i ineli.>s. 19 inches lonp. with a half turn about the mi.l.lle
iTi front .if the tranie are two skid. (D). 4 by 4 incht« and i>s i„,hes lonp, and tawre.!
dt the ends. These hav.- 24-incl, ,-,.„tres and dr.ip 4 in.-has below tlu- frame. Hunnine
at right aiiKles to the t.-anu-. and from th.- iiisi.le of the skids an- two pie.-es of 2- by
6-in-h plank. f.-.-t Ion-, that run ba.-k and a.-t lu-^ runners (Ei \ foot" from th

-

end of these runners i. a Mip,v.,t (F-'t. •.' by 4 iinbes ly H; i„,.l,.w long, from the


