~ g
~ments could not agree ona’ enerally acceptab!e method of -
~amendment. Finally, after more than-half a century of
- federal-provincial conferences and negotiations, the Sen-
~ate and the House of Commons, with the approval of nine -
- provincial governments, passed the necessary Joint Ad-
_ dress asking for the final British act. This placed the whole
proces of amendmient in Canada, and removed the last
~vestige of the British Parliament’s power over our country.
The Constitution Act, 1867, remains the basic elemen
: of our written Constitution. :

But the written constitution, the stnct law of the Con- A
- stitution, even with the latest addition; the Constitution:
ct, 1982, is only part of our whole workmg constitution; -
e set of,arrangements by which we govern ourselves It
] ’ s not the whole bodv = ‘

Before. ‘we answer that questlon it is necessary
understand that our written Constitution, unlike the Amer
~ '1can 18 not a smgle document It is a collectxon of twenty
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