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traders, the re ly is that those factors would have been unavailing by themselves;
the results are gue to a fortunate and perhaps unique combination between European
energy and technical knowledge, Chinese labour and the fox:e
of the small handful of outstanding individuals that the Si
thrown up. Some European advisers have been, ind
used, being cold-shouldered and allowed to deal wit (
have proved unscrupulous and self-seeking persons. But on the whole the Siamese
Seem to me, at any rate in the past, to have made good use of European brains and
energy; and that by itself is creditable. L

4. It is undoubtedly the ambition of the Siamese to dispense sooner or later
with outside help and to run their country by themselves. There is, perhaps, some
danger of their pressing forward too hurried y to this goal, although, if they are to
maintain the position in the world which they claimed when they entered the war,
their need for European brains must long remain as imperative as their need for
Chinese labour. Any modification of the present form of Government in a consti-
tutional or representative direction (a £,velopment not outside the bounds of
possibility) would probably stimulate the process of discarding Europeanwa_mdvmfrs_ or
relegating them to more and more subordinate positions; for “young Siam,” like
" young '’ movements elsewhere, identifies democracy with Siam for the Siamese.
TKis movement, however, is still in its infancy, and there is no likelihood of its
growth being hastened by the attraction of Siam into the orbit of modern industrial
production, that unhealthy forcing-house in which the national consciousness of so
many backward races has prematurely sprouted. For there is no iron here and
no coal. Siam is, and to all appearances will always be, a country living on the
export of rice (for which the Wori)g ld increase
sugar, and

b

gricultural, modern State, without to pass, as Japan had to pass,
through the ordeal of war. T see no reason why this interesting experiment should
Dot run a successful course, provided that the desire for good government, which at
inspires the ruling class like a fashion or even a craze, is not subjected to

too severe a strain. At the moment the omens are propitious, with retrenchment
isati 1 1 d a well-meaning, serious-minded

d irresponsible

I have touched

wood, is stimulated by the mania for railw
deterioration of climate, dr

annual risk of the failure of 31
our own trade interests, largely , the stage mus

reached where further progress will e without a better co-ord

in this country, since backsliding in these respects

must be detrimental to our trade interests and to those of the British Asiatic

population here. Thus the first dut of His Majesty’s representative at Bankok

must, as I see it, normally be to wath for the symptoms of deterioration and to do
what he can in a quite way to forestall and check them.

5. What are the prospects of our being able to exert an influence for good at

the present stage of this country’s development? I should not care to hazard an

answer to this question, but it seems to me clear that we can expect to exert little

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




