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SCA medieval mockers
making merry at York

By KEITH NICKSON

Within the hallowed domain of
the York Room, Lady Lilidred of
Walsted charged Wolfram with
poor punning, during the Society for
Creative Anachronism’s first court
night held last week.

The society is a group of medieval
enthusiasts who recreate the more
positive aspects of the Middle Ages
as extensively as possibile.

Dressed in self-made medieval
garb, the court directed by the
seneschal or keeper of the keys,
Lady Tsivia ben Tamara, decided
to allow Wolfram to make a jest, as
a test of his guilt or innocence. The
resulting meandering tale drew
such a grumbling response that
Wolfram was quickly sentenced to
be ‘punless’ for the remainder of
the evenings activities.

These included the playing of
medieval games and the recital of
ancient English and Scottish folk
songs, all carried out with
remarkable relish by the scholars,
pages, ladies and knights present.

The Court ended with an ex-
plaination of the society’s new
banner, whose design was inspired
by the C.S. Lewis series, The Chro-
nicles of Narnia. York’s chapter of
the Society for Creative Anachro-
nism (SCA), unlike many others,

has decided to admit figures from
works of science fiction or fantasy
and classify them as ‘Astrolifics’.
To include the proceedings,
characters from other parallel
cultures such as hobbits, middle
world figures and Logan Six
himself were introduced to their
medieval companions.

The York branch of the SCA
occupying Shire Noerlanda, was
formed last February by Seppanen
Veli, Jane Horne and Jeannette
Waldie as an outgrowth of the
Fellowship Middle Earth which
functioned briefly in 1975. Since
that time, the society has held a
quest, a medieval feast and in
August they organized a two day
tournament, revel and pot-luck
feast. According to Shelley Rabi-
novich (Lady Tsivia ben Tamara)
it was the first time such an event
had been held at York.

This year the society has a more
ambitious programme of events
scheduled. Waldie revealed that
“In January we have a court of
pages and indoor quest planned
while in the spring a full crusade is
being organized which will include
the siege of the sepulchre on top of
the Ross building, outside the
chapel.”’ The society also hopes to
convene a court night once amonth,
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Society for Creative Anacrhronism members battle on the Stong plains for
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some lofty ideal and the use of acan opener.
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some of which will focus on a cer-
tainmedieval theme, suchaslove.

York’s branch of the SCA is
merely one of many located all over
North America. The organization
traces its origins to the University
of California in Berkely, when in
1966 a farewell party was thrown
for a medievalist who was moving
to England. The bash turned into
such a wild revel, it is told, that the
party goers decided to meet more
often and the idea spread as
members moved to new cities.

This expansion necessitated a
division of the members into four
sections — the east, west, middle
and atenveldt kingdoms. Both the
University of Toronto’s and York’s
chapters are part of the middle
kingdom whose king is chosen in a
crown tournament held each May
and QOctober and who reigns for the
following six months.

Although York’s branch began at
a later date than the U of T’s, that is
certainly not the most crucial
difference = between them.
Rabinovich believes ‘‘the U of T
society is very authenticity min-
ded. They are against the inclusion
of figures from parallel cultures
and instead, medieval academics
comprise a fair proportion of their
interest.”

Rabinovich is quick to point out
York’s group has a very diverse
membership and that student
status is not a necessary
prerequisite. She noted York’s
membership includes ‘‘truck
drivers, cream makers, steeel-
workers, Sheridan College students
and even a SCA-bum.”

These SCA-bums (skar-bums)
are members who specialize in a
medieval craft such as armoury or
heraldry and sell their wares to
SCA members and antiquarians in
order to make a living.

This past weekend, life in the
SCA’s Middle Ages continued its
steady course when Lady Tsivia
ben Tamara and an escort jour-
neyed as emissaries to the
Coronation of Crown Prince Dagan
duDarragonne in Kalamazoo.

Although the SCA genuinely
attempt to recreate the culture of
the Middle Ages, they try tomake it
“not as it was but as it should have
been.”’ Living in medieval times
today care of SCA is certainly more
like one continous jolly revel since
such delights as the black plague,
the pox and witch dunking are
selectively ignored. This way at
least, membership will remain
steady.

Now that’s Southern Gomionrt.

Straight, on the rocks or
mixed. That's what puts

The unique taste of Southern Comfort,
Send for a free Recipe Guide: Southern Comfort Corporation, P.O. Box 775, Place Bonaventure, Montréal, Québec H5A 1E1
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esalen/ego

York University's E.G.O. Programme and The Esalen Institute of
California are presenting a major weekend experiential conference
on: Psychosynthesis, T'ai Chi, Holistic Medicine, Altered States
of Consciousness, Aikido & Energy Awareness, The Alexander
Technique and Gestalt Technique.

Date: November 20-21, 1976
Place: Inn on the Park

Presentors: The Esalen Conference Staff
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“Accounting students
are dull and drab”

So says the ad on the radio, but we disagree. The role of an
accounting student is diverisifed, demanding and rewarding,
providing wide exposure to the business community of today. A
challenging career awaits any individual interested in becoming a
Chartered Accountant.

Business and commerce majors will obviously be interested in a
chartered accountancy degree. In addition, we are also interested
in talking to graduates of mathematics, computer science,
engineering and general arts and science who are interested in
applying their undergraduate background to this dynamic busi-
ness environment.

If you are wiiling to accept this challenge, applications should be
submitted as soon as possible to the Student Placement Office.
Our representatives will be on campus to discuss career oportuni-
ties on

November 19

Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co.
Chartered Accountants

St. John's, Halifax, Moncton, Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Mississau-
ga, Hamilton, Waterloo, London, Windsor, Sault Ste. Marie, Winnipeg, Regina,
Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, Victoria, Prince George.
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Office Operations Supervisor (Toronto)
University Degree, desire for an administrative career, starting
slary $800.00/week.

Marketing Support Rep.

Prefer degree in engineering, physics, computers, to travel all
of Canada $16. - $20K

Supervisor of 15 Plant Stores (Toronto)

Experience in growing and care of all varieties of plants and
have some management background.

Applications Programmer (Toronto)
3 - b years experience on applications programming, $22K -
$24K /year.

Sales Manager and Sales Rep. (Montreal)

G‘rgduate in pass or honours chemistry with sales aptitude
bilingual $20 - 23K and 12K and company car respectively.

Please contact ROSE FRIZZELL at 960-3000

The Employers Search Team 94 Cumberland St., Suite 905

SMALLEST WITH THE BIGGEST BARGAINS

ALL BRAND NAMES

SPEAKERS RECEIVERS
TURNTABLES AT
BETTER THAN
AVERAGE SAVINGS
TO YOU

BUY OR RENT.

At The Consumer Stereo Warehouse
We‘serve our mail order customers from coast to coast with brand name
equipment at low prices. We also have a small showroom so you can
listen to some of the more popular brand names we stock. If we don't
have what you want in stock our prices will make a small delay
worthwhile.

Open weekdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. — Saturdays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
CALL NOW 481-0123
CONSUMER STEREO WAREHOUSE

3406 Yonge Street (at Melrose)
South of the 401 by 1 mile




