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Semantics show requires surrender, openmind

The Semantics of Some Antics:

The Bugs, Shawn Pinchbeck, Legion of
Irrelevance, Trace Willin

Chinook Theatre

Sunday November 20

review by Greg Pohl
enter the theatre and pay my $5 at the
door; in so doing I surrender control
of my destiny for the next two hours.
Taking my seat, I empty my mind of
all expectations, and open up to whatever
sensory input is in store for me. The lights
dim, and Trace Willin, in the form of a
furry bird, comes out on stage. He sounds
like a male version of Meredith Monk, as
he arranges abstract vocalizations over
prerecorded electronic music. Running
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through several acappella songs, he peels
away layers of costume. Any higher pur-
pose is lost on me as he ends his set,
standing in a black evening gown singing
"My Way”.

Next, Legion of Irrelevance (alias Gene
Kosowan) walks onstage wearing a hard
hat, goggles, and a dust mask. He pounds
out keyboard sounds over a driving per-
cussion track and taped dialogue. The
result is a thick, gooey mixture containing
references to Skinny Puppy, Tackhead,
and Psychic TV; an original soundtrack to
the post-industrial age.

I return to reality during the brief

intermission. For a short time, I contem-

plate the proceedings so far, and wonder
what is still to come. But before I can make
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sense of it all, the lights are dimming again.
Five television monitors are switched on,
some of them lying on their sides. Two
abstract videos play through them ‘as
Shawn Pinchbeck creates an aural accom-
paniment. The music is dark, pounding,
and strangely relaxing. There is nothing I
know that I can compare it to, so I just sit
back and let it fill my senses.

After another intermission, it is time for
The Bugs. The stage contains a guitar,
bass, keyboard, two microphones, and a
cart full of electronic equipment. A web of
tissue paper strips forms the backdrop.
The lights dim, and a toy centipede is
pulled across the stage by a not-quite-
invisible string. Three figures in white
toddle onto the stage, each banging a small
gong of a different pitch. They experiment,
holding the gongs in front of the micro-
phone and tapping them against the stand.
They move towards their instruments, and
the music begins.

The keyboardist uses a computer to put
out a continually evolving soundscape. So
many pedals are used on the guitar that it
blends right into the keyboard landscape.
The bass is even more disguised; it is used

of the audience with a small elongate
object, a rolled up piece of paper, held
tightly by a plastic spider on a ring.
Eventually the humanoid figure drifts
back to the stage as the waves of sound
struggle to escape the grasp of the multi-
delay. Gradually they wash together into a
stormy erescendo; the humanoid picks up
a plastic bag, and pulls out handfulls of
small objects (tiny black spiders?) which
he throws into the audience. The bass
player and guitar player put down their

The lights dim,
and a toy
centipede is
pulled across the
stage by a not-
quite-invisible
string.

instruments, and start tossing spiders as
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Our Services Include: First known as“Chad Allen and the Expressions” this band was formed in 1964 shortly before

landing their first recording contract.

The first album was titled “Hey, Ho (What You Do for Me)” and released in early 1985. Later
they released a single entitled “ Shaking All Over”. Shortly after, lead vocalist Chad Allen left
the band and guitar player Randy Bachman brought in a new member to try out as lead singer
and keyboard player; his name was Burton Cummings.

In late 1968 they released their second album entitled "Wheatfield Soul” and included the
smash hit singles “These Eyes” and “Laughing”. In early 1969 another album called "Super
Golden Goodies” was released and yet another one late that year called “Canned Wheat”
which found its way to the charts with the number one sing “No-Time". The "American
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s Body Waves Woman" album was next to be released (February 1970) and contained the hit classics
“American Woman", “No Sugar Tonight”, and “Hand Me Down World”. In 1971 they released
- Shaves yet another album this one called “Share the Land” which made its way to the #2 spot on the

Canadian charts with the hit releases " Share the Land”, “Hang onto your life”, “Broken” and
“Albert Flasher. ;

From 1972-1975 the band released the following albums: “Best of the... (Vol. 1),” "So Long
Bannatyne”, “Rockin™, Live at the Paramount”, " Artificial Paradise”, “Best of the... (Vol.
2)". "Road Food", “Flavours”, and " Power in the Music” . Some of the singles which emerged
from this prolific effort were: “Raindance”, “Guns, Guns, Guns”, "Running Back to
Saskatoon”, “Follow Your Daughter Home", “Glamour Boy”, “Star Baby", “Clap for the
Wolfman”, “Dancing Fool”, as well as others.

The group eventually split up, each going their separate ways in solo efforts

Researched by D.W. Lawrie
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