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Eye Spy
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre
review by Glenn St-Germain

Perception is a combination of our senses
and our interpretation of what it is that we
sense. lllusion results when what we see
doesn’t quite match what we think we
should see. Eye Spy, the latest production of
the Edmonton Space Sciences Centre,
explores the world of perception and illu-

the visuals are mostly slides, some moving
illusions are presented; anyone taking one
of the courses on Perception offered by the
Faculty of Science will be able to see a few
that can be described, but not actually dem-
onstrated, in a textbook.

The show is also lighter than previous
offerings as far as information goes. Some of
the recent productions (eg., Beyond the
Fourth Dimension) have been very heavy,
almost overwhelming, in the science de-

partment (though no less enjoyable).

Overall, Eye Spy is one of the best produc-
tions the Centre has produced. As always, it’s
informative, often fascinating, and yet fun to
watch as well. The realization that what we
see in the Star Theatre is produced by the
Centre itself adds to the magic.

A show at a planetarium is something
unusual to see; Eye Spy is one worth seeing,
whether you’re new to the medium or a
seasoned regular.

sion. And it’s different.
Planetarium shows, such as those shown in
_the Star Theatre, are typically presented in
documentary format. There is a narrator,
sometimes with a second voice to ask ques-
tions, like a dialogue. The information is
presented almost like a lecture, albeit a lec-
ture with some great visual effects. This time,
though, they’ve done something new; Eye
Spy is a story.

Perception and illusion are examined from
the point of view of Chuck Saturday, a pri-
vate eye on the trail of a killer. He needs to
find out just how reliable the human eye
really is to crack the case. (Seems that the
killer looks different every time he strikes....)
Anyway, Saturday tries to gather as much
information about illusion as he can, visiting
a friend at the local planetarium and the
observatory at Flagstaff, Arizona, to find out
more. And as we follow him, we find out
what he does.

There’s more to illusion than looking at
geometrical shapes on paper. The study of
perception and illusion in Eye Spy includes a
look at the physiology of the eye, aswell asa
bit of astronomy. Much of it is fascinating.

The story itself is lighthearted; pun fans
will love it. Saturday himself is a caricature of
the gumshoe P.l. of movies in days gone by:
trenchcoat and fedora, and a Bogart-like
voice. The rest of the characters (there are
only a few) are resource-types for Chuck to
interact with, and some of the interplay is
quite amusing.

The science aspects presented herein are
woven into the plot very smoothly. Some of

-the best-known illusions are presented, as
aresome lesser-known effects. And even though
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