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PLAYS WE HAVE SEEN.
The Piper.

ORONTO has been particularly
fortun.ate this season in her
Ther tﬁeatmcal bowls of Dbouillon.
coctie ave been fewer of those con-
F (t{ns of horge play, suggestiveness
iy inny music, called out of cour-
beey musical comedies. There have
0 a few strong plays, a few good

e

MISS FRANCES STARR
Appearing in “ The Case of Becky.”

f
d‘:;‘;*::} and one delightful poetic
by To judge from the items the
be Toagentg have on their books-to-
ru’n fronto is to enjoy a good season’s
Draisegr Which the Thespian gods be
ity For th.e stage seems to be
towar, dg?rather it has had a tendency
grace thI'ot_h z_md piffle such as should
i ¢ inside of a side show tent
To fb: country fair.
season’ gin Wl.th, the best of all the
e ] offe_rmgs, so far. HEdith
£ eofMatthlson was responsible for
Which the success of ‘“The Piper,”
last g appeared in the New Theatre
iy fpring. Seldom has it been my
da'intinortune _to see such a play. The
ok 1?ss of it, the beauty, the poetry
Setting out, combined with a stage
y%ui se}dom equalled outside of the
make g in Londonz all combined to
S¥ant 1 most delightful offering of
¥ 0's theatrical season so far.
Shakes Matthison’s knowledge  of
readin Peare undoubtedly aided her in
autifg the blank verse, and her
St ul speaking voice made them
) anmore poetical. I cannot think
the yone else who would have made
play such a success.
* * *
NE The Case of Becky.
3§’I‘ in importance, perhaps, is
Stary The Case of Becky,” Frances
o ;starring vehicle for this sea-
this: 1oronto was the third city to see
o blay, but Toronto did not seem
anDIéreqmte it as much as she might
Yotite one. But thaj: is a habit of To-
e r’ nlot to appreciate the plays that
i dea ly worth while. You see, we
mercie}feloping such a spirit of com-
% D: ism here in the second city of
other Mminion, that thought at any time
g than is absolutely necessary,
will alabssurd. The musical comedy
Ol‘ontways mean packed houses in
s t;;ll feéar.
h ay dealt with the subject of
n:.xt:?iity’ dual personality, and pre-
of r nfluence, all three of which are
5 01a-neat interest to the leading phy-
oy S and thinkers of the day.
w0nd°es Starr seems to have improved
« e%‘ﬁllly since she appeared in
Iy i asiest Way.” One could scarce-
Yoik gine two such different charac-
The g’s those she had in the play.
Vot !'Si't, that of a sweet, trusting
fde girl, almost of the bromide type,
esca;palés long to see some hoydenish
v es. Which we surely did.
tarr’s facial expression, as she

MARGARET BELL

the hoyden,
the swearing, infuriated Becky, was

gradually changed to

really wonderful. Her acting of the
part was never overdone, as it might
easily have been with any less cap-
able artist. And to help her along, she
was assisted by the best balanced
company we have seen for many a day.
® % %
A Witness for the Defence.

THEL BARRYMORE came back to
us once more, this time in a
gruesome play, dealing with murder,
narrow-minded society, and the appli-
cation of theory to real life.

Somehow or, other we went away
from the theatre unsatisfied. The ac-
tion dragged; sometimes Miss Barry-
more posed in her same old way, and
did not rise to her great climax in the
third act. She has grown much stout-
er, and really looks regal. There is
one thing about her, she always knows
just what jewels to wear to display her
own good points to the best possible
advantage. She wore some very hand-
some ear-rings, whole pearls, sus-
pended by diamond-studdeéd chains. A
single sapphire and diamond cluster
ring was the only ornament on her
hands. And it also seemed to me that
she was not as gracious as she might
have been in acknowledging her ap-
plause. She has become blase with her
audiences, and allows this to evince
itself before the curtain. I should
think Miss Barrymore would be more
tactful.

Now, perhaps the matinee girls will
not agree with me one bit. And I
forgot, for the instant, that I am sup-
posed to’ be addressing them. Ethel
Barrymore will always be an after-
noon favorite, and T should not forget
this when I write of her posiness and
Barrymore mannerisms.

However, here is an item that may
interest the girls. She had her baby
with her, a dear, chubby little fellow
of two summers. He travels wherever
his Thespian mamma travels now, and
is quite a petted offspring. ;

* * *
The Gamblers.
T is something to be called the hand-
somest woman on the American
stage, yet that is the well deserved
title by which Jane Cowl is known.
She appeared recently in Toronto in
“The Gamblers,” and convinced the
most critical that she is not on the

MISS ETHEL BARRYMORE
Touring this season in “A Witness for the
Defence.”

stage on account of her beauty alone.
She has a beautiful voice, and the
most wondrous eyes you e€ver saw.
Every little gesture in her acting is so
studied that it is a bit of art, and
becomes so natural that one forgets
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JiS THE WHITEST, LIGHTEST,

CONTAINS NO ALUM
CONFORMS TO THE
HIGH STANDARD OF
GILLETT’S GOODS.

0 TR

NEw sTYLE LABEL

AT

and for those whose digestive
powers have become weakened by
illness or advancing age.

If the digestive functions, however weak, can do
any work at all they should be given work to do fo the
extent of their powers. In the easy process of its prepara-
tion the digestibility of Benger’s can be regulated to give

this work with extreme nicety.

The “British Medical Journal” says—‘‘ Benger’s Food

has, by its excellence established a reputation of its own.”
BenGER's NEW BoOKLET deals with the most common doubts and difficulties which
mothers have to encounter. It is sent post free on application to Benger's Food, Ltd.,

Otter Works, Manchester, England.
Benger's Food is sold in tins by Druggists, elc., everywhere g
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We refer to your sitting-
room—the room you live in
most—the ‘‘Show’’ room of
your house!

Is the floor worn in placest
The wainscotting scratchedt
Table and chair legs marred?
Picture frames a little shabby?

il

will restore the original finish, and it is so easy to
Tt dries over night, and is made in eight shadesyand :,Ilégiy. Also Sil
and Gold, flat and gloss white and flat and gloss black : i
it \Kox;ks Wond{;rn on any kind of wood :
Sen or our booklet the :‘‘Dainty Decor: syl
idea of what can be done with “I;n{:qug:gz.ﬂor' G e
Cans contain full Imperial Measure. Don’t accept a substitute!

Ask your Dealer for Lacqueret.
@ Lwmen.
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