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CHAPTER XXIII.-(Continued.)

6& ORAL courage-the courageMof your ancestor wlio b
back the Turks from the

breaches at Kraag-can overmouit
ail these obstacles."

"Impossible. The die is cast. Act-
ing with my consent, on my advice
almost, Cyril lias taken violent pos-
session of young Karl's person. He
bas by 110w reached Wolfsnaden witll
bis royal prisoner. If, as you say, you
value human life, It is you and your
frionds who will make termas witli
the Regent, and show the moral
courage to bow to the fait accompli."

"Unfortunately," said Saunders
slowly, "the fait accompli Io not an
acçompli'shed fact."

"Wbat do you men?"
"Simply that <Jyril lias flot reacbed

Wolfsnaden with bis royal prisoner."
The Freiherr's couatenance becamle

exceedingly grave.
<"You know this 7" hé demanded.
"It le rny business to know thlngs.

I 'know, for Instance, that the ab-
duction prospered till the ducal sleigli
reached a point In the Sehlet Weg.
Then, 1 am informed. Providence ,r
its representatIve-it is immnaterlal
whlch-dispatcbed a fine avalanche
diroctly In: front of the nbducting con-
veyance."1

"Incredîble! But Cyril is not the
man to be stopped-"ý

"Pardon me," Interrupted Saunders.
"Cyril Is a man, and thorefore, like
the best of us, a pygmy In the face
of natural forces."

"But lie will nover abandon bis
p)roject," persisted the Frelberr. "He
is .a man of rutbless determlnatoL
andi the fiercest energy. He lias staked

~all on the cast. Cliecked in ono dýrec-
tion lie \.iîà strike nîl the barder ln

a'Itiler",_ nas fatled,- said Sauinders-.
"D)oes iiot that tend to mnoçdfY yûlir
re,3lve.,

"17V tends to barden it," rotorteti
the Frelberr grlmaly, "I1 bave pledged
nily honor, and iI will support a m:i
In~ difficultîcos more willingly than a
suocessful on1e."

Saunderý~ rose delilierate]Y Ho re-
allze<t tlit hi mission lad failoti. 17V
lad nover lad a clicnce. Fhe Ratb
sherren and their President itiust go.

His eye wnndorod over the great
mantelpioce with its mnrblo prile
andi pomp of beraldry, and ncon-
.,ciously lie echooti the F'reiberr's
Word s spüken onrlier n the evening;
"A pity-a very great plty."

Then adout ie snid, " I must bld
You gooti nîglit, Frelberr, and I thank
you for your courtesy."

The Freiherr was about to reply
when there came a confuseti sounti of
Volces and footsteps from the hall
outside. A second laVer the door was
burst open. Tbe first man to enter
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"Body of the fiend! How do you
L:now?"

The Arch-duke's savage glance
roamed la inquiry tilI it resteti on
Saunders' liatefully calm face lit by a
sligbt but intensely scornful smite.
Then lie uttered a stili coarser oatb.
O, it was your bandiwork, was tt,
Scliwein-liund? Yeu must play the
Deus ex machina, must you, and save
the tender yonth from the clutches
of thie wicked cousin? I thouglit It
was the devil figbting agnlnst me, but'
It wns someono evea more damnable"

"The devii does not figlit ngainst
you, Arcb-duke," snid Saunders quiet-
iy. "Wby sliould lie? Your lnterests
are Identical."

'ýSneering fool! You diti an idiot's
work in brlnging me back to Weiden-
bruc<, as you wili learn ail too sooît."

"I1 am ail attention.",
"If our scheme badicome off," wen t

on Cyrl, "if L l'ad got young Kari,
and bis mother to Wolfsnaden, my
position would have been seure. Witb
sunli bostages no one coulti have
questioaed my rlgbts Vo the Regency.
The Grimianders, Whio like their
ruiers Vo be strong aad fearless,
would bave applauded. The situation
would have solved itself; thero would
bave been peace."

ýSanders sbrugged bis shoulders.
"The pence of CyrIl of Wolfsnnden."

lie said. "How beautiful."
"More beautiful perbnps than war,

Eniglander. Andi lt's war 110w. You' vo
forceti my band. If I wero the veriest
coward ln Grimlnnd, I must strili 3
bard now or go under myself."

"Where is Kari?" broke in, Frol-
berr.

"Karl nd bis mother are in a bc.uso
ln the Krlppel-ýTbor," replied the
Arcb-duke.

"The Krlppel-'Tbor" repenteti the
Frelberr la amazement. "TbaVs
wbere the anarcbists live."

"Exactly; we bave strange allies,,
Froiberr, and I don't fancy 1 could
bave got a securer blding-place for
Our royal couple. Tbey are belng
well gnarded."

e6A N b aving depositd Y a
gussthora ycu came liere'

went on the Freiherr.
"By no means. We lind Vo strikýe

blows la ahl directions. I coilectod a
few blades.anti raldeti Fritz's bouse
ln tbe Gerade-strasse. He bad been
wounded ln a. brawi lat nigbt andi
coulti only put up a moderato do-
fence. 1 was for killing hlm thore
andi thon, for I bave an olti score Vo
settle, but Lncberberg bore turnod
womanisb andi wouid nioV let us mak9
a dcean job of iV, Sa we sent blm off
stunneti and bleedlng, Vo jota bis
frlends la tbe Krippol-Tbor."

"Andi thon?" asked the Frelhorr,
not wltbout a look of dlsgust.

'Then we hati a fallure," salid the
Arcb-duke. "Wo visitoti Moyer's

saiti Cyril, "and I am not sure tliat we
bave not secureti a riclier prize thali
if we lad Meyer's blood on our sworcl
blades.".

"You forget one important detail,"
saiti tho Freiherr, "and I must re-
mind you of it. Herr Saunders is
My guest.",

"Wbat la the name of sin lias tbat
Vo do wltb it?"

The Freilierr slirugged. "Simply
everytliing," lie returned.

"You men-"
"'That the guest of the Freiberr of

Kraag Is a priviieged person."1

.e EAD of a martyr!1" crieti Cyril,H Was tliere ever such mnd-

-cvil wnr, wbicb is bloodier, more
utterly rutliless tlian any other kind
of strife-and you say that hs man,
Vhis foreigner,-this arcli-enemny of our
cause, Is your guest. J t Is bis lfe or
ours, I tell you."

"Maybe, but iV Is noV; his-in my
dining-room.'l

"Frelherr," cried Cyril, la almost
pitiful vexation, "you are squandering
our chances. Was ever man so
bampered by bis frieads as I? Laclier-
berg refuses Vo put bis sword Vlirougli
Fritz of Priedricbsboim-wliy, Goti
only knows. And now you-,

"V'" saiti tbe Freiberr, "bave an olti-
fashioned Objection Vo offoring a man
a glass Of wlne One minute and deatht
the neiL"1

"Thon I wil noV listen Vo your ob-
jectIon," crieti CyrIl, loslng ail pati-
ence and raislng'bis revolver.

"'Yonr Hlgbn ose!" thundereti the
Frelberr, rlslag Vo bis foot, pale wlth<
intense emotion. "You burst Into My
dlning-room. armed- and unannonced.
Tbat I con forgive, for the Vîmtes are
troublons. Now. YOU raise your wenpon
agabilst a man wlio bas the sacreti
protection of My roof. IV ls too mach.
If I were -armed, I tell you doliberate-
IY you would &0t; at your poril. But I
arn unarmed, and ail I can saY Is this:
if You violate the sarcltY of my homoe,
if you kîll mY guost before my eyes,
If you put this hlnck shame upon me,
I shail noV survive it. The Frolhorr of
Krang lias neither wîfe nor chlld Vo
moura hlm, andi lie will go Vo bis Goti
lîko a gentleman."

An Intense silence followed Vhis
speech. Tlie Arch-duke was gasplng
with amazement. For the second time
la bIs ife ho wns face Vo face wlth n
man 'who sot principles above personi-
nl snfety. The thlng frîgliteneti him
because iV was SO lncomnprehensjijl,
and bis superstitions notion that ho
was struggling agalast Fate ltself re-
curredti o hlm 'with cbilling convie-
tion.

"..You .would kill Yourslf-?" lie

eman an anlways die," said
err with dignity, "and no
aore honorable Vlan bis own
urposo. If, bowover, yon
Ilfe valuable Vo Your cause

le! IV la indispensable,"

a)wer yoilr weapon 'l saiti the.andi give this gentleman
lttVo bis bouse."
,hi-duke's answer was Vo
'evolver on Vo the floor, i'îl
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