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"At all events, he that as it may, I feel that it would be disqhononrail for myself to
attetnpt to do busiiess at an avldjournent of ti lIouse, at which my colleagu's had been
told that no business would bo udon1, an I that thev ne-l not attond, aud therfor.e I imust
decline to do so ; ani I prot,-st at any atin;pt to do busineni, ail f require the Govern-
ment to fui fil the pledge made to me and to every Meiber of the Houst, that Parliament
would be at once prorogied.

"WhileI do this. I do n- , h t inter ii maiv way with the ri,/ht of the Govern
ment to cail Parliamont togeJher when 'ver theny think the' exigencies of the country
require it; they must bo th, ja igs of t!nt, and bo resp mîibe f>r it ; but let that be
done in the usual way, that ail may un<loistand that it is their duty to ettend ; aid
when 1, together with ail my colleagues, ani so called upan, I trust that I shall be found
in my place, and I shall thon foel that whether or not all ny colleaguos attend, they will
not have been kept away by a pledge tiat they would not be required, and I could there-
fore honourably join in doing*anything that the House night consider for the interests
of the country.

"I have the honour to be. &o.,
"A. L. PALMER,

"Member for the City and County of St. John."

As far as my opinion i concerncd, I an quite clear that it was the desire and
expectation of Parliament that protogation should take place at the time nientioned.
Every member must have known that Sir John'a announcement on tho subject wau an
intimation of the pleasure of the Crown through its official organ in the House, and that
the Prime Minister could only have made it after receiving my authority to do so.
Formerly, the intentions of the Sovereign on this subject were conveyed to either
Chamber by a*written message, but though a verbal communication through the First
Minister has been now substituted, it does not render this latter mode of communication
Ips formai or official. Hai theroforo the Ilouse of (ommiions desired to prolong
tIe Session beyond the 13th of Auguit, its proper course would have been
to have cornmunicated its wishes ta me by an Address. Thougi the fact that
no motion to this effect was even suggested, is suîlliciently concltisive. there are other
ciroumstanceu which indicatp more or less distinctly the feeling of the House. The
motion originally appointing the Cornnittem, and carried on the 8th of April,
ordered it to sit, Il if need wore, alter prorogation," and more than one niember of the
Opposition urged the propriety of a Bill being introducod to enablo it ta do so. Clearly,
therefore, when this motion was carried and these suggestions made, the najority who
passed the one and the individuals who proposed the other muit have contemplated the
probability of the Report uf the Committee being considered, not in the present but in a
subsequent Session of Pai liament. Indeed, the more fact of prorogation being fixed for
the 13th of August inilies this much, for it is not to be presumed that the House would
have proceeded to consider the Report, until both it and the evidence upon which it was
founded had been printed and distributed to Menbers,-but to enable this to be done an
interval of a few days, after Parlianent had rerssembled and had received the Report,
would manifestly have been required before action could have been taken upon it. If,
therefore; Parliament had contemplated considering the Report during the current Session
it would have desired a later day to be fixed for prorogation than that on which the more
mannscript oopy of the Report was to be laid on its table.

Again, when Mr. Dorion' moved in amendient of the motion for the
Committee's adjournmnent to the 2nd July, that " inamuolh as the Committee will have
"no power either to entorce the attendance of witnresses or to compel them to give
"testinony without the action of this House, it is essential to the proper conduct of the
"investigation that it should be prosecuted under circumsntanos that will admit of th
"prompt exercise of the authority of the House, it is therefore n.oesary that the Houa.
" should oit on the day to which the Jommittee has leave to adoarn," the House deoidad


