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of that yem, he went into the service as Captam of a Company of Volunbeers ‘and was on duty
at Chxppa.wa and Navy Island untxl the disturbances of that year and the followmc were quelled.
“On the breaking out of the rebelhon again; in 1839 baptam Benson returned to duty ;held a com- '
mission as Captain ; and Paymaster in the 3rd battalion of Incorporated Militia, and was station-
_ ed-at Niagara from the enrolment of that corps until it was disbanded in 1845, This battalion
was commanded at ﬁrst by Col. Thorne, and a.fterwards by Col. Kingsmill, and Captain Benson
" wasa great favorite not only with them, but W1th the regiment. He possessed the fullest’
confidence of the commandmb oﬁicers mentloned and both addressed him very compllmenta.ry
letters, expressing ‘their high apprecm.tlon and admiration of him as. an officer and a gentleman.
- Upon the dxsba.ndmo- of the 3rd battalion, Mr. Benson removed to Petexbowu«h where he
* wasengaged in the mllhno g business until 1853." He was the first Mayor of that town; was -
’ subsequently, for some yeam a member of the Council, and a.lways took a hvely interest and a
wery active part in pubhc doings of ‘any consequence. He was especially useful in advancing
~ all matters connected with education in the county, and was for some time Superintendent of
Public Instruction for the Countxes of PetexborouO'h and . Vlctoma Durmv that pemod M)
Benson contmbuted to the newspapel press, and aided ‘by his powerful pen all the public, edu-'.
cational, and phllanthroplc enterpnses ‘of the nelcrhborhood '
_ In 1853 he settled in Port Hope, and assumed the dutles of Secxetmy and Txeasurel of
“the Peterborou«b and Port Hope Railway Company, now the Midland Rallway of Canada
~ In this position his services were ama,luable in promotmcr and carrym« out this important
- enterprise ; and he was traveling on the business of this Company when he met with his
gunhmely end, He was killed po the 12th of March, 1857, with fifty-seven other passengers, by

the brea.kmﬂ' of the bnd«e over the Desyndms canal, on the line of the Great; Western Railway, .

near the Clty of Hamilton. So awful was the calamity, so painful-to eontemplate was his
death, and so exalted was the esteem in whiclr he was held in Port Hope, that fe_w persons,
that were ever buried .there hadba. greater nu'mber' "of sincere and profoundly smitten mourners.
- Mr. Benson was a sincere and devoted member of the Church of Engle.nd, but exhibited
at all tlmes the warmest sympathy toward all other churches. He was forward and active in
religious worL and was deeply interested in the’ Upper Canada Bible Society, 3 whose cause
always found in him a prompt supporter and a zealous and powerful adv ocate.. Bemrr a ready,
fluent, and eloquent qpeaker ‘with a well-stored mind, he occupxed a toremost place on every
pla,tform where the claims of chnstla.mty, phllanthropy, or publxc enterprise, were put forth.

" In politics he was a Liberal Conservative, but thoroughly non-partizan. Though admirably
fitted to fill a high place, and to take a prominent part in- political affairs, and’ with the oppor-
#tunity at his command of representmcr more than one constituency in the Parhament of the

Province, he preferred the quiet retlrement of private life, and never took any very actlv e part . -

in politics.




