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EDITORS ON THE FERNIE FIRE.

The following are some editorial com-
ments on the Kootenay Valley conflagra-
tion ;

Montreal Gazette.—There are few parts
of the country which have not suffered

THE MONETARY

TIMES

from such visitations. ‘Lhe Miramichi
Valley was the scene by one waicn in a
way mignt compare with that wnich 1s
now attracting attention. 1n 1594 tne
pine country in Michigan and Wisconsin
was SWEpt over and 400 people are estim-
ated to nave perished. ‘Lhe lernie dis-
aster is less terrible than this. it 1s,
though, so bad as to count among tne
worst that have visited Canada, ana in
the matter ot the loss of life 1s the worst,
Lhere will be deep sympathy everywhere
for those who have suttered.

Montreal Herald.—It is in circum-
stances such as these that the unity of
teeling that does and should bind to-
getner the last and West ot Canada
nnds room for expression. Geograpnic-
ally the people ot ternie are 2,300 wniles
away trom Montreal. Actually they are
our near neighbors, whose joy is our joy
and whose sorrow is our sorrow; and
fhey cannot be left to cope with over-
whelming disaster without our help.
Lhey are our fellow-workers for the up-
building of Canada, and that 1s a task
which abolishes distance and race and
station and many other distinctions.

Montreal Star,—Possibly Canaaa has
never before suffered so colossal a dis-
aster. In the face of such a calamiry,
the solidarity of the Dominion ougnt 1o
be established beyond question in the
minds of the whole people; and we in the
last especially should seize the oppor-
tunity to make our British Columbian
fellow Canadians feel the shoulder touch
of a common nationality.

Montreal Witness.—1'he tragedy of it
recalls Milton’s “karth felt the wound,
and Nature from her seat, sighing
through all her works, gave signs of
woe that all was lost.”” ‘L'here are in-
finite wrath and infinite despair, fire

ever threatening to devour more
and more, and often no answer
to the dreadful question, ‘‘ Which

way shall I fly?”’ Imagination shrinks
in the contemplation of such scenes, and
ordinary emotions appear tutile, inept, in-
consequent. « “Lhis 1s eminently a case
where the only thing to do 1s to help and
to help again. ‘Loronto has alreaay act-
ed, Ottawa is hastening to do lkewise,
and we, too, must be up and doing.

Ottawa Citizen.—Ottawa is a city which
can tully sympathize with the sutterers
by the disaster which has overtaken
the people of Fernie, and the recollection
of the generosity with which our fellow-
countrymen contributed on the occasion
of the disaster to Ottawa and Hull in
1900 will make us keen to show our ap-
preciation of the kindness received at
that time, as well as our sympathy with
the present sufferers.

Hamilton Spectator.—This is not the
first time that Fernie has felt the heavy
hand of a providential visitation. Doubt-
less the present forest desolation and the
clearing of timber will prevent further
danger from bush fires for many a year
to come, if not forever. Phoenix-like,
the settlement will arise, from its ashes.
The good offices of the people of Cran-
brook and Nelson are beyond all praise.
These places have borne the brunt of the
burden, and as good Samaritans have
proven themselves true neighbors in
every sense of the term. Now all Cana-
dians must help. :

New York Tribune.—Fernie, presum-
ably near the centre of the flame swept
area, is only thirty or forty miles from
the Montana border, and Montana has of
late been traversed by a remarkable
series of hot waves. Seyeral weeks yet
remain, therefore, in which new homes
may be sought by those who have lost
their old onmes. The time may come
when extensive forest fires will be ren-
ered impossible by the cutting of broad
lanes to check their progress. In Euro_pe
such precautions have been adopted with
success.
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LIFE INSURANGE,

One Year’s Growth
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