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the furnishing of news regarding operations. A journal of
this nature, which is supposed to furnish the news of the trade
throughout the Duminiun, must of necessity seck the co-upera-
tion of all interested parues towards this end.  As has often
been stated in the past, the columns of Tug Lustversan are
always open fur the free and fair discussion of all matters re-
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lating to the lumber aml kindred trades, Wil not those who |

have ideas and opinions to express endeavor to pay more ate
tention to this department, and by so duing assist us 1n making
the CANABA LuMnerMan on a par with any sinular publica.
tivn? We cordially invite criicism and suggesuons from all
regarding matter for publication, and will try 10 benetit by
such and allow our readers 1o dolikewise. Those not already
subscribers who may receive a copy of this issue, will be kind
cnough to give it a careful reading, and 1f they think it worth
the price of subscription ~$1 per year--a remittance of that
amount will do us more good than any amount of praise.

HE project of forming at Toronto a P’rovincial Lumber-

men's Association, of a snecial divieion of the Board of
Trade, seemed to be regra...d w.b favor, and there was some
movement towards carrying out the idea.  But the matter has
been allowed to sleep and no progeess has been made, o our
knowledge. It would Lo unfortunate if the attempt should be
allowed to fall through, for such an orgamization would be very
beneficial to the timber trade of the country,  Union is strength,
and such an important industry has many interests that might
be turthered by concertedaction.  Individual lumberten, how-
ever influential, when acting separately and without unison,
cannot have the same weight as their claims would possess if
pressed on behalf of the whole trade by those speaking author-
itively in their name.  There arealso many points as to which
they would do well to develop a common policy after consul-
tation and discussion  The matter should nut be permitted to
remain dormant, but now that some interest has been excited
practical steps should be taken without delay for the permanent
organization of the timber trades.

THE rain that fell early last month had the good cffect of
extinguishing the furest fires that were being vainly com-
batted.  Unfortunately befure the ravages were stayed there
had been much destruction of our forest wealth.  Not only did
the owners of standing timber see much of their property thus
destroyed, but there has Leen another bad result.  On some
imits where the destruction was nut total the trees have been
killed by the scorching tu which they were expused.  These
lifeless trees must Le cut at unce or they will be rendered valu-
less by the varivus Luring wosmis, By this necessiny the plan
of operations of mary lumbermen will be disarranged, they will
be driven to cut prematurely with a tendency to glut the mar-
ket.  Though greater precaations have been taken lately to
preserve the forest frum destructivn by fire the damage that
has been done this year shows that still mure is requited in the
way of prevention. It is true that the season was exceptional
with its prolonged drought, but there are few years when there
is not a period of danger.  The lesson should be learned that
even greater precautions are not only desirabile but would be
profitable.

SL\'CE our last issue the Mercier Admmustration has come
to a decisiun regarding the ground rents tor tmber hinuts
in the Province of Quelee.  They have dectded not to carry
«at their propused inurcase frum $2 10 $3, but to make 1t $3,
being an increase of $1 a syuare mile over the old rental,  But
while thus sceming to yield to the protest of the lumbermen, the
zelief thus given is deceptive.  Since they have adopted the
expedient of drawusyg larger sums from the irade in another way.
The regulatic., fur cliccting the dues has been changed, and
in future the charge, instead of being by the log, will be by the
thousan fect buard wcasure, $1.50 for pane and 05 cents for
spruce.  Itis caliulated that the receps frum this source will
thus be incrersad by 20 et went., the wial increase beng al-
gether more than the addiienai $138,000 csumated by the
Provincial Treasurcr frum the increase of the rental to $5. It
appears that the Quebec Guverament 1s determined to eaact
by soame means 4 heavy coninbuton from tes uportant an-
dustry, which was Ly nu means su remunerauve as to waerant
this addition to its burdens.  Another new regulation will be
<ven more obnoxious to many lumbermen and others interested
in timber limits.  In futuse the leases are only to be for one
year and the taniff is o be subject 1o annual revision.  Ths
will not only reduce the value of such property, but what 1s of
<ven greater consequence it will deprive the value of stabality.
Onc effect of this will be tu render it of less credit asa sccunty,
<n it may e mote difficalt and will certainly be more costly to
obtain advances.  This will have a tendency to cripple opera-
tions and curtail these operations 1o the luss aut only of them-
selves ot of the whole community.  The unly miugaung cir-
cumstance attending this change of base, is that the smaller
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advance of the ground rent, will obviate the pressure that !
would have been put upun the lambermen tostnp part of their |
hmns prematurely n order to reheve themselves of so much of
their ground reat.  This, however, 1s partially counteracted by
the mstability of the tenure.  Altogether the new regulations |
are fur the beaett neither of the trade nor of the community.

N official report has heen presented to the Sceretary of the
Interior at \Washington by his own request, which, if
adopted, will cffect a comulete revolution in the management
of the forests of the United States, and by the force of example |
very pessibly of those of Canada.  The head of the Forestry
Division of the Department of Agriculture, having been re-
quested to prepare a scheme for the organization of a forestry
depariment, has done so in a very tharough manner.  Having
graduated in a German forestry university, headopts the scien-
tihc system of forest culture and management in that country
with such wodifications as his long eaperience on the continent
suggests as suited to local requirements.  He lays stress upon
the principal that no more timber should be cut from a forest
that is replaced by growth, that renewal by planting should at
once follow, and that the enormons devastation by fires should
be checked.  To attain the objects tie suggests, that the forests
should be withdrawn from sale and settlement, that the forest
reserves should be divided into great blocks, further sulxlivided
into districts. Over these he would place trained inspectors
with a staff of foresters, a burcau of commissioners having the
general control.  There would theis be o further Seasing of
limits, but the right 1o fell the trees selected by th: inspectors
would be sold.  This is a modificd form of the svatem in vogue
in the countries of the continent of Europe where the manage-
ment of forests is a science. It would be a total change from
the system that prevails in North America with minor variations
in different portions. It is obvious that such asystem adopt- |
ed in the United States, and thisis far from improbab’ ;, would
have important effects upon the lumberindustry o' Canada.
For a time the cut in the United States would be likely to be
daminished, and there would bea gre iter demand which might
be supplied from Canada,  But when the system was fully es-
tablished among vur acighbors there would be a steady supply
and that prolonged in a manner which does nut seem hopeful
under present circumstances,  If the system should prove suc-
cessful in the United States there would nu doubit be a strong
tendency toimitate it in Canada.  In our country we differ from
our neighbor, the forests nut being cunicolled by the central
authority but by the Provinees.  This, huwever, would not pre-
vent the change being made picce meal, fur f une Frovince
muved in this direction the uthers wuuld Le likely to folivw.
The rights of private hollers would uaduuliedly be respected,
but European eaperience goces to shuw that individual propn-
cetors would be led to folluw the pullic system.  The lumber-
men of Canada and others connected with vur furest wealth, wall
watch with interest to see whataction is taken by the Washing-
ton cabinet and by Cungressinregard to this very important re-
port.

BRITISH COLUMBIA TIMBER LANDS.

In the Canada Gazstie of Oct. 15thisto be found the amend.
cd regulations fur the survey, adoumstration and disposal of
Dominivn Lands within the forty-mile rulway belt, in the Pro-
vince of British Columbia.  Amung other changes which have
taken place we find that sub-clauses 4, 5, 6 and 7 of clause 13
are new, and are intended tofaciinate the setttement of tunber-
cd lands, which wuuld nut utherwase be opened for homestead
entry. The regulations are copied from the Timber Regula-
tions of the Province of Ontario, and the object is, while per-
mitling such laads as contain merchantable timber to be taken
up amd clered fur agncultural purposes, to prevent persons
who merely desire to obtain the timber, from getting possession
of land under cuver of a humestead entry, stnppg the land of
its timber withuut paying any dues, and then leaving the land
much less valuable for all patural purposes, than 1if 1t had re-
mained in ity patural state.  The <ub-clauses referred to above
read as follows .—

4 AN merchantable timber growing or beang upon any land cn-
tered or snld within the limit< of Dominion lands in British Colum-
bia, and all gold. silver. copper. lead. iron. petroleum coal ar nther
nunes or nunerals shall be considered reserved from the said land.
and shall bethe property of Her Majesty, except that the homestead-
cr or purchaser, or those claming under him, may cut and use such
merchantable timber as may be necessary for the purpose of build-
ing. fencing or road-making on the land <o entered or sold and may
also, undcr the authority of the Crown Timber Agent. cut and dic-
pose of all imber required to be ‘emoved in the xctual clearing of
the said 1and for cultivation, but nomerchantable timber (except for
the necessary building, fencing ot road making as aforesaid) shati
be cut hevond the limit of curb actyal Flearing . and all mcrchant
able timber cut in the process of clearing and dicpaced of, shall be
subject o the same dues as arc at the time payable by the holders
of hicenses to cut timber .

€Y The patents on all lands, hercafter eatered or sold as afores
said, shall contain a rescrvation of all merchantable timber growing
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or being on the saidlands, which merchantable timber shall continue

Novemler, 18s;,

to be the property of Her Majesty: and any PCrson or persons noy
ur hereafter holding a ticense to cut timber on such land, may at ah
timesduring the continuance of such hicense enter upon the uncleas.
ed partlon of such lands, and cut and remose such timber, and make

| N necessary roads or water-ways for that purpose, and for the pu-

pose of hauling in supplics, doing no urnccessary damage theeet

but the patentecs or those claiming under them may cut and n\r.
such thmber as may be necessary lor the purpose of bullding, fencing
or road-making on the lands so patented, and may also, under the
authority of the Crown Timber Agent, cut and dispose of such tin.

| ber to be removed in actually clearing the said land for cultivation

but no merchantabletimber (except for the necessary building. fem

ing ur road-making as aforesaid) shall be cut beyond the Hnt nf
such actual deansng . and ail merchantable timber so cut and dis.
posed of shall be subject to the payment of the same dues as are at
the time payable by the holders of deenses to cut timber :

(6.) Holders of timber licenses, their servants and agents, shal|
have the right to haul their timber over the uncleared portion of any
land entered as a humestead or purchased as hercinbefore provided.,
and to make such roads or waterways thercon as may be necessary
for that purpose, doing no unnecessary damage, and to use all slides
vortages, roads, waterways, or other works previously constructc:l
or existing on any land so entered, sold or leased, and the right of
access to, and free use of all streams and lakes theretofore used, or
that may be necessary for the passage of timber: and all land necese
sary for such work is hereby reserved :

(7.) All merchantable timber growing or being upon any land
hereafter enteced as a homestead or sold under these Regulations,
shall be subject to any timber hicense in force at the time of such en.
tey or sale, and may, at any time during the currency of any hicense
or licenses to be issued during such period be cut and removed under
the authority thereof

The report of the Forestry Division of the United States
Department of Agriculture gives information respecting ¢¢ The
relation of Railroads to Forest Supply and Forestry,” which
should bre of inuch value to the people of Canada.

The total length of railroads in the United States was a
close of

....... «ev 2,795 miles,
cevees Q021 U
ceseess 30,635 ¢
1870 e iiiineennnennn.. ceieesese. 52,014 ¢
1880.. cieeese. 93,349 ¢
1886..... ceeaeecel 137,615 ¢

It is estimated that about 12,000 miles will be completed in
1887.

The quantity of timber required for ties, brlges, station
buildings and uther structures over these roadsis auch greater
than moust persuns suppose. It may, indeed, be justly called
cnormous.  In many of the districts 1n which railroads have
been built timber was so abundant that 1t was used for every
cunceivable purpose, as being the cheapest of alt matenials,

The length of teack, it will Le understood, considerably ex.
ceads the length of ruad. The report assumes that 1t 15 187, 500
miles. Allowing 2,640 ties for each mile, the whole number
would be 4935 milliuns, and as each contains three cubic feet of
timber on the average, the whole quaniity embedded under
the entire mileage is 1,485,000,000 cubic feet.

It is difficult to ascertain the quantity used in bridges, tres.
tles and piles; 2,000 feet per mile is considered a fair average.
The total at that estimate is 375 million culne fect.

Telegraph poles number 30 10 the mile and in all about five
million. At an average of ten cubic feet for cach they require
50 million feet more.

But for every cubic foot ready for use in tics, bradges, etc.,
124 feet of round timber is used.

The tutal quantity cut is therefore 3,150,000,000 cubie feet.
It is almost impossible to conceive what these figures mean.

The average life of tics is about sevan years; the average
life of bridge timber and poles about ten years. To maintain
the present rvads requires therefore 70,714,286 new ties every
year. Allowing for renewals of budges, trestles, ete., the total
quantity required is nearly 255 million cubic feet per year.

Then putting the cunstruction uf new roads at the low aver-
age of 5,000 miles cach year, 1 3,200,000 new tics and ten il
lion feet of timler, bridges, ctc., are reyuired for this purpose.

The tatal annual demand is now 305,712,858 cubne feet.
The demand must increase every jear of nothing be done 1o
prevent it.  The waste in getting vut ues and railway timber
is very g.cat.  The mi'tvad managers require the best mater-
ial.  When woud is su abundant that much is burned 1n order
to clear the land, the farmers who gencrally get out ties and
timber do not feel the necessity of carc or cconomy. Young
oak, larch and pine trees, which furpish but a single tic cach,
arc recklessly cut down, and the means of restonng the forests
from which the larger irees have been taken for other purposes
are thus destroyed.

The cffects of this rechlessness are now very perceptible, cs-
pécially in the wouded districts from which supplies for the
prairic roads have been taken.  Invast distncts what were val-
uable forests are now mere wastes of brush and firewood.

1t is ealeulated that all the valuable timber on 296,847 acres
of well wooded land is required cach year to meet the de-
mands of the railroads, assuming that every acrewill yield 300



