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MINEN NIE
WIJAT I8 PROPOÉED TO BE DONE ON

THE SASKATCHEWVAN.

Mr. P. P. Hobson, an English mining
angincer, hua just arrivcd lu tha city fraîn
London. en route for Edmonton, wvhea
hc wvll supervino tho ininitg aperations

*that arc te be carricil on during the pre-
*sent year on the Saskatchewan by the Dis-

coverers' Fînanclal Corporation, andl the
Universel Corporations of London. Thcse
two companfes work jointly the options
obitained: tromn Chevalier Drolat, al this
city, of drcilging rights emtcndlng 80 miles
aboya, and (32 mles below the town of
Edmonton, N.W.T.

In an Interview yesterday, Mr. Habson
axplained tliat New Zealand andl Canada
,wvea tha only twvo countries where such
oporations have yet becs made In tha river
beds. Il exiperience ln the first named
country -exteuded over a nuxuber of yers,
and last bsuzrier %vêq spent testing the
possibilitles ai the .- a.katchewan. Mr.
Hobson declares that the prairie on bath
aides of tha River Saskatchewan la a mass
o! glacial drIft, Impregnated with gald,
and when akeil what hi.-. theory -was re-
garding the mother Ioda, ho sald : 1'I do
not know. 1 caranot trace It. I do not
thlnk. however, txat the gold which exista
In such large quantities In the river licd
of thý Saskatchawan rnmas from. the Yu-
kon district. I %vould look moire favar-
ably on dia theory that tha source was
somewhoe In the Rockles."

Fromt the first. Mr. flobson said it -was
evident tlîat gald lay embeddcd lu ,the bot-
tam of dia Saskatchet-iu. buttf bis -vork
lest scason hail. been to discover- If the de-
posit wvas spread 6ver a sullicient .area to
justify %vork an a large scale. Ibo tests
proved that Zolil existed lu paylng quanti-
tics, bath aboyeand bclaw Edmonton. andl

-this belng tha case Landou capiltaliste,
with Mr. Ed. Otter. a relativo of Lieut.-
Col. Otter, hed doclded ta bêgin operations
the comlung sprlng. M.r. Hobson states
that the gald holding gravel In the river
bcd average a Je.pth of saon fl tct, ai-
though Jt bas beu-n known ta go as deep
as 25 feet. "Tha pleut used la calledl a
New Zealaud dredge. the cost af which, là
ln tho ncighborhood of $25.000. It re-
quires thrca hande and a =aster ta man
cach ona. nTesa dredgcs work somcthlng
similar ta thoso sccu every summer In the
St. Lawrence channel bottwen Quebea and
Montreel. Watcr le bsecd to saparato tha
gold from tha mother earth.

Whan ho first made repr=sntatians ta
Londan as rega.rdsi the feasibillty of plee,,r
Mlntau th Us a,(viau as be wi qf

whet tha bail points wecro, aud repîleil
titat lu tha opinion af soma people dia lna-
isa af the galil touud la the sandî migit
proclti tha saviîtg ai paying quantitied,
but thoy bail discavereil a procces by wvhich
at least 75 par cent. con ba saved.

1,fr. Hrobson decleres that tram' tests
mado lu liundreds af places In tho river,
tho gravol will praduca an averaga of 25
cents par cublo yard, and tîat. titis carth,
consiatiug af two tous, '&in ba liandîcil for
twvo conts pier cublo yard. Tho iîandlng
af 8,000 yards ls cstimaed ta lba a day's
îvork, and 31n. Habsos decîlirs tltat et
titis rata Mt wlU'taka ifour yoirs ta dreilgo
a mîleo.

DEER TRAIV DIVIDEND.

Tho twonty-firat manthly dividond of tha
Deen Traîl Cansolllated altiniug Comýpany
ias palil te, sharcholders yasteedny. Mie
chaques wora accompdniêd by a circuler
lnviting tha shercholdars ta express thoir
lîreferenco for a qlsartcrly or mauithly di-
vidcnd, 1V liaing pointeil aut:thet a con-
siderabla savlng uîlght ha effected lu mnak-
iug tha dividende payable quartcrly' lu
tha Items a! postage, choques, lebor, etc.
Mr. IVm. Chaplin, the prasldeat, rccom-
m.,nds tha change, and acde that the di-
nectars dld not balI liko muakiug It wvthout
cansulting tha shnreolders. The repart
prcsented at a meeting helil ln Toronto,
on March 8thi, wàis also lncluded. It
shows that an Jaruary .lSth, whcn tha
te amalgamxation af Deer -Traîl No. 2 andl

tha flanza companies «was cffectedl, dia
flencuza hail lu lti treasury $9.846.65
îvhla te Deer TrraJi had about $7,000,
with an esiiateil amaunt af are on baud
et the mina sacked andl rcady for Ehipuxent
valueil et about $20.000. Sînce thati timo
wvork bas been progresstng staadily et bath
liroperties, andl ta sto.tcmcnt le made thet
tha value af ara on hanil raady for ahlp-
nient et the Deer Trail mina la about $40,-
000, while the Boatîza shaulil bo shipping'
a carload'oi ara pier day scon. Tho mildl
open xvlnter In the state of Washington
has praveateil the transportation af ara
front tho mina. Air. Charles WVolf, manai-
ger a! tha Sullivan group af mines, bas
becu eppolutcd manager of the Deer Trail
Comnpany. Ibo new directarate, 'whlch
%vs .complated et the Toronta meeting, 1s
campaseil of Win. Chaplin, sr., St. Cathan-
rnes, Ont.. president; Warren IV. Tolman,
Spokane, lVash., vlcc.prasident; Hughi C.
McLean, Tornuto, treasurer; J. D. Chaplin,
St. Cathnr!ues, Ont., sud A. M. Colqu-
huan. Toronto, Ont., secretary.

PLACER MIMÀG LAW lIN U. 3.

Washington, D. C., March 12.-lu the
flouse today au important bill, neporteil
lest week tram the Public Lands Corn-
mittee, ta exteuil the plaer mniing lcws
a! dia. 'United States wit.1 certain modifi-
cations ta shora niglits, beach wvarkiugs,
etc., lu Alaka. «tas pcsscd. This bll la
desigued ta uceat the conditions abtaliuig
aV Cape Nome.

TORON4TO EXCHI:IM:E.

Torouto, Ont., 31aeh. 12.-(Spetiftl)-
Business lu dia miuing sheres oi-the Tor-
auto Stock Exchange todl was quiet;
%Var Eagle %vas steady, and solil at 181
aud 18134; Vlneue at 911A and 9.1, Canlboo
et 75; Payxe, 1811A, aud Rapitblic àt 9934
and 100.

ROtSSLAND QtJIE0r.

Rossland, B. C., March 12.-The Tcelc
juat passeid hec beu the quietcst ane Iu
mining circles diat Rosslaud bas knowu
for many a long -day. Thao War Pagla and
Contra Star atre closed'dowu ontlrc]yý ani
tholifflai hed ouly about twcnty men
worklng. Theoare shipuicuta amaunted ta.

ue 4 W U wha*& buv

Ù-1.5 tants, and tha Evjing Star 80. Tho
titree big minas tire expeted ta recoin-
mauve work agein about March 15, wvhan
thoy ivill enîploy a ottbicd force a! 400
men. Tita Glent property on iteil Molun-
tain lis clascd di.>îv util April 1.

buTALImO OUTPUr OF 1899,
$28,888,717.

Tho Geologîcal ýSocioty lias Issueil a
sumninrizod statezuent, of tha minorai pro-
duction of Canada In 1809. Illa figures,
whichi lu soma casas, are nat baucrio
complota raturais, andl ara sublect ta ravi-
slan, show a valua af $28,888,717 :

Qosntity.' Value.

Oopper(fine, in are,aetc.)
lb&................... 15,078,476

Gold,Yukon
distrit .... $1,000,000

Gold, all
ailier... .. 5,049t730

Iras are, tous...........7,5
itead (fa, iu are, etc.)

lIb................... 2862,426
,Nickel (flna, lu orc,ece.)

lbs .............. 1.. ,744,000
PiUnuzu, ounces ...... 5
Silver (fine, le ore, etc.)

p2,655,816

21,049,730
2418,372

D77,2 10

2,061',8o~

1W.b8 ................. 3,078,837 1,934,371

Total nr.etallio .... ..... $28,833,717
In capPer, owing ta ta large ndvanco lu

prices, thora was a xuarked Iucreaso lit
value nat.withistanding tdiaileraso lu tha
output. Tho main teatures af tha Indus-
try ca,.Jsted lu dccrdass tri tha produ',
tlen of dia Quebecand Ontario inatis, for,
although lu tito latter casa dia amaunt of
arc trented -was greeter titan In 1898, the
content of copper was lower. 'Die shlp-
monts o! ara front the Perry Sotind district
although smnîl, canstitute a noiv tenture
la Mei lndustry,. lIn British Columubia
tiiere wvss a large ailvance lu the produc-
tion, clefl.- tramt tho Rowiland mines.

noa valua af the gold produiction shows
a large percentage Increase, lu tho Yukon
aud Ontario espclally, dia farmner having
grawu 60 per cent. huil tha latter over 58
par cent. In the casa af Iron ore, tha
largo ailveuce shown %vas orly ta lie ex-
pected front thet greet decînnil whili
arose, and in viow af the growth la tha
last tew years af the tIran smelting indus-
try of dia country.

Tho iorase iu the quantlty a:td valua of
ta niekla produced, attes'.s tho continucil

prospdrIty of tae mines a! Sudbury, Ontr-
rio. notwitbstaudiug their % ýzrcaed out.-
put of capper as meitloncu abox'e. 0f
the chiai contnibutors ta the total minerai
production -a! the country, beai and silver
ara theoanly twa siîawing o cansidereble
telling off, aud diat, notvIthr».audlug mare
favorabla prime. This la duo ta local
causes In l3ritislî Columbia, not depeudeut,
ou the value of the deposlts, but whlch
bave led ta the restriction of opeatiaus
tbere.

With tha exception af a allght falling aff
Iu the 'value at theaesbustus, ail tnu other
chic! raluarals showv conside.rable auivances,
baU;lu 1!emount andl velue. IùÙspcctlon af
the figures shows this espectally tao ha tho
case Lit the cernent sud coke meking hri-
dustries.
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