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THE MISSIONARY AND

Logendary Anecidotes of Trees.

(Fiom Dr. K tto's Duily Bible Illustrations,
vl 7, p 151.155.)

About midway on the road between
Jorusalem and Bethlehem stood for.
merly an old terebinth tree, which
travellers, who saw it standing three
hundred years ago and upwards, de-
clare to have been the noblest andlof.
tiest tree of the kind they ever beheld.
A 1ree like this, in such a place, could
not fail to have some tradition con-
nected with it. Indeed, we should not
bave been surprised had we been told
that David had rested under its shade,
with bis bread.and.cheese-laden ass.
on his way to the camp of Sanl, Al
that was affirmed, however, was, that
beneuth the spreading branches of this
very tree, the virgin mother and her
Divine child rerted on the way between
Jerusalem and Bethlehem ; andin this
belief the tree was highly reverenced
by pilgrims for many ages. Not con-
ten' with this simple statement, which
hag probability enongh inits favour on
the supposition (itself untenable), that
the tree had been equally conspicuous
and magnificent at an era so remote,—
the tradition goez on to spoil ail by in.
forming us, that the tre> bent down its
branches as if in adoration of, or as if
morve effectually to shade, its creator.
whom it recoguised in that infant child
nestied in his mother’s arms,  Nor was
this the only marvel related of the
tree; for we are assured by Romish
travellers that it was avouched by a
Moslem shepherd, that he had seen it
covered with flames, but they speedily
disappeared ; and when he proceeded
to examine it, he found it not only un-
injured, but the foliage more freshly
green than it had been before.  This
tree is not to be seen now; for what
the fire of heaven had respected, the
fire of earth had not. Some mischiev-
ous shepherds had kindled a fire a-
round the trunk, whereby the tree
was killed, and in great part consuned.
The remainder was manufactured by
the mouks into crosses and chaplets,
and distributed as articles of great

worth and value. The prime mover in
the profanation died on the wnight af-
ter, as if by the judgment of heaven,
It is added, that wany attempts 1o
plant another terebinth tree upon the
~-pot bad been made without effect, as
the young plants would not take root;
but an olive tree had sprung up of its
own accord, and had at lengih been ac-
cepted a8 & substitute, We owe this
curious information to persons who
travelled towards the close of the sev.
enteenth century, in the early part of
which the tree seems to have been de-
stroyed.

Another local memorial, like to the
first of these, was found at Matarieh,
on the border of Egypt, in a tree, bLee
neath which the holy family veposed
upon their arrival in that country,and
which, like the terebinth, bent down
its branches in homage to them. This
tree, which is a sycamore, still exists,
and we have succeeded in finding o
representation of it, being, we appre.
heuded, the only one extant, in Dr.
‘Nuliam Holt Yates’ work on Egupt,
from which this fizure we give is copi-
ed.  Near this a celebrated well, call-
ed Ain Shems, oy Fountain of the Sun,
concerning which there is a superaii-
tious fegend of the Lating, that it sud.
denly appeared 1o meet the wanis of
the holy family in the retreat they had
chosen. ¢ In orderto visit this well,”
says Dr. Yates, ¢ we turned a little out
of the beaten track, and entered a tol-
erably thick plantation on the right,
where, in the midst of date trees; ci-
trons, etc, we reclined beveath & ven-
erable sycamore, supposed to be the
identical tree whose wide-spresding
branches afforded shelterto the holy
fugitives from the parching rays of the
sun, Itis cutin all directions, and
has been denominated ¢ the tree of the
Madonna.' Its shape is singular; itis
very large, and the upper part of it has
been blown down or struck by light-
ning; & number of young branches
grow out from the top of that which
remains. It is, beyond ail doubt, very
aged, and there is nothing inconsistent



