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Saul in Tarsus.
i-nerted Barnabus to Tarsus to seek Saul.”

j,f< xi, 2 V

more at my youth's home — the place the
H®1',

~ !Mn|,ks ullthTlnif in the sun—Jhe trees 
1 • a, irênhlv in the summer winds
' *ekn i was a chiM. The blossoms fall, 
fL'nonc birds carol overhead, and men 
Will, business in their looks, parade the streets— 
ÎMv did I be same in boyhood — long ago.

(lace more in man's frail world which 1 had left, 
tod 1,1, so long as deem myself its stranger— 
1,1,1 «Ilmenseem estranged—they know me not. 
th il they knew what vissions of the world 
ffil-a „ to come, have wandered o’er my soul 

would repel me from their city gates— 
ÿ, wild I he tale would seem. Since tortli from 

hence
Hi teet have borne me to Jerusalem,
I have seen him bv whom the world was made. 
Around me on the broad Damascus road 
Even at the noontide hour the light rame down, 
Ar ! Jr*os bade me love him. Holy Lord,
Mv everlasting Ma. ter and my triend,
Shall I proclaim the glory of thy name 
Even here amid my Kinsmen. Would’at thou

have
Mv sacrifice here offered, and my Mood 
Towalu»y words of warning? Speak the, word — 
l will not Jonah like llee he nee—nor tell 
In other form wLit thou requirent here. 
fard, I sm thine forever and lorevvr.

Ispetk to thee—to lime—to all mankind 
To ill the eternal—all the infinite, 
fortver and forever I am thine.
Tboo know M the love tl it burns within my soul 
Mvsfprlmis Saviour \ blend,ng in thyself 
The Father and the Spirit — Great Three One — 
Sptsk to my ht art—and 1 will preach thee here, 
Tin priesthood, and thy kingdom yet to be.
Hart thou sai-r—•• Fear not, tor I am with thee,” 
And ehail I tear tiie lace of man ? Bui speak— 
And I will make the strwet a wornbip place 
Alt ho' my red blood ttfain it. Men pass by, 
They deem not I was once their townsman—on 
Their loreheads there are Icara and hopes iin- 

press4‘d—
I had those once. The hope of earthly fame — 
'lhe drtrfOJ of binding on my brow the wreath 
By glory’s hand conferred—fashioned my soul 
To earthly moulds—and Lade me mix with men 
Now 1 am dead to these. My Saviour’s cross 
Mure brightly glows with glory than the dream 
Which swept like tongs of triumph o'er my

Oh ! God forbid that I 
Save in the i rc-s ol J*-s:

should glory now 
( ,’hrisl my Lord.

But yet 1 err in bidding cares depart—
Have I no sorrow ?.—is it not a grief 
To see these multitudes without a God—
Unsaved ami dying. Wert thou sorrowful 
Anointed Master ! in the hour when o’er 
't ie Iloly city ot Jerusalem 
Thou didst exclaim—“ I would have gathered 

thee
Ir.ven as a ben her brood’’—They heard thee 

.not
And ruin conies upon them. l)itl they know 
I aiü lhe follower of the Nazarenc, 
iVbaf Madness would rouse Tarsus—every home 
Would pour its inmates forth. Shall I speak i 
WLit shall I fe ar lrom man ? The. loss of home ? 
This was my home.—but now my home no more, 
Where .Jesus b*-; luth that is home henceforth— 
Until I see h.m in my father’s house.
What shall I banter for my Savirur’s smile — 
Shall I tear friends—are they not with the dead, 
In yonder sepulchres—thay slumber low—
They shall not wake, till the Redeemer comes : 
My soul is stirred — mv heart o’erflows with love ; 
And words lrom inspirations fount well up—
In Tarsus will 1 speak — Ho citizens 1 —
List ! Whilst I tell ye of the Nazarenc —
I he Galilean prophet — God with men - 
He whom they slew — the anointed Prince of life.

W. M. K.

( Kiora the l.on*lou Watchman |

The Annual Address of the Con­
ference

10 THE METHODIST SO, I II I En IN CHEAT 
BRITAIN.

In reviewing another year’s pilgrimage, 
dearly beloved brethren, we feel it our grate­
ful duty, first of all, to rear km Ebenezer to 
tie praise oi our Saviour and Guide, and 
humbly to testily that “ hitherto hath" he 
“ helped us." “ Û magnify the Lord with 
IB, and let us exalt his name together," lor 
mercies beyond number, personal, social, 
and public, showered on us with a profusion 
oi divine bounty, notwithstanding our un­
faithfulness and ingratitude. Let us all 
abttie ourselves in true contrition, humbled 
by thoughts of our abounding sin, and of his 
much more abounding grace : so shall we 
still rest under the shadow of infinite, ever­
lasting love, hearkening to the voice of the 
Shepherd and Bishop ol our souls,—“ I am 
I he Lord, I change not ; therefore ye sons 
of Jacob are not consumed."

Among the blessings which we have to 
acknowledge, we cannot but recall one which 
becomes the more impressive in view of 
many passing events. On all sides there 
are striles ol opinion raging, in which not a 
lew Lave already made shipwreck ol the 
faith, and more have betrayed an inclination 
to surrender its external and historical de­
fences. But, all praise to God, our ( deep 
and deepening conviction clings to j I hose 
crest principles which we have troro the be­
ginning received and held, i hat we have 
not been torn from our moorings, to be bur- 
btd to and tro ou .he restless sea ot specu­
lation ; that there is an unexampled barmo- 
°?<•!doctrinal confession among our churches
throughout the world ; that fresh inquiry
ttrres but to confirm our old belief, while 
it throws around it the charm oi new and 
manifold illustration ; that, while not impa­
tient tor additional evidence of the truth, 

have to hail the increase ot tribute which 
d is receiving from the progress ol accurate 
r"-search,—cannot fail to awaken profound 
J°y and thankfulness. To“prove all things, 
We know, is our duty ; and this,-in order to 

hold last that which is good,”—not again 
and again disturbing Inundations which have 
beeu vécu rely laid ; nor placing our creed 
'which is, in substance, that ol the church 
universal) at the mercy of every idle doubt ; 

forgetting those sound reasons which 
commended it to our heart and con- 

"icnce. If we “ stand in the ways, and 
***> frnd ask for the old paths," it is because 
*' are well assured that in these, and in 
®'>ne beside, shall we “ find rest oi our souls.” 

true theology appeals to experience ; and, 
essed be God, “ we speak that we do 

*’*'*' ’ “ According as it is written, I be- 
,e<*> and therefore have I spoken ; we

also believe, and therefore speak." This is ! 
our welcome reproach ; and this “ offence ol ! 
the cross" will “ cease” only when the 
heavenly fire ceases to burn in our souls, or 
when all shall know the Lord from the least1 

! unto the greatest. We have not followed a 
delusion, when we spake of the faith which 

i continually realises an interest in the 1 
| Saviour’s “blood and rigbteouness which j 

brings distant things nigh, and makes the j 
invisible clearly seen ; which works by love, j 

j overcome, the world, gives confidence to 
' player, and brings down, from an open hen- \ 
! veil, all the variety of blessings which the 
i renewed soul desires. Such is our te.ti- 
i raony, borne once more with humble joy, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us ; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Our belo-ed people will permit us, then, 
to urge, even at the beginning of these our j 
annual counsels, a practical use of those 
tenets which they and we profess to revere 
as more than time-honoured,—as even sanc­
tioned by the witness which liveth and 
abide!h for ever. “ Walk about Zion, and 
go rou'nd about her : tell the towers thereof. 
Mark ye well.her bulwarks, consider her 
palaces ; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following." But seek access to the inner 
shrine. Be nut satisfied with an occasional 
visit to the lloly ot Holies. Claim your 
privilege of abiding there, and “ beholding 
with open face the glory ol the Lord,” till 
“ changed into the same image.” In the 
secret place of his people’s prayers, as truly 
as of old in the sanctuary of Moriah, God 
hath chosen to put his name for ever ; say­
ing, “ Mine eyes arid mine heart shall be 
there perpetually.” Again : Inasmuch as 
we hold the Bible to be “given by inspira­
tion of God,” “ the law of” his “ mouth, ’ 
“ not the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
ctb, but which the Holy Ghost teacbeth,” 
we claim for it an authority not merely su­
preme, but nnapproachuUe. Nor is our 
faith, in I hot iivine record shaken, though 
we cannot expound the method in which tne 
lloly Spirit moved on the obedient minds, 
and guided (he pens, ol the human writers. 
But what avail the clearest and most guard­
ed definitions of our orthodoxy, if no influ­
ence be exerted on onr life ? Be it our 
care to search the holy oracles, daily and 
systematically, in secret and in the family ; 
frequently, at least, to read a carefully-select­
ed portion of them in the prayer-meeting, 
mid the meeting for Christian fellowship ; 
to drink deeply ol these undefiled springs ; to 
prove their regenerating virtue ; to “ purify 
our souls in obeying the truth through tbe 
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren.” 
Let not one of us rest till lie find that the 
words of Jesus are “ spirit” and “ life that 
the “ exceeding great and precious promises” 
are “ given unto us,” not merely, or even 
mainly, to cheer us m life’s troubled way, 
but that by them we “ might be partakers ol 
the divine nature;” and that the Spirit, who 
first gave the record, is its great Interpre­
ter, writing its lessons in our inward parts, 
and refining us to a conformity with the law 
and image of God. Every day let us bow, 
with fresh homage, at the throne of God’s 
own truth ; and every sacred hour look for 
some ray of additional light on its mailing, 
some re-assuring attestation of its power to 
our hearts.

Throughout that lievelation of mercy and 
instruction for a fallen world, wo trace, in 
most distinct and glorious prominence, the 
doctrine of atonement. And, fixing our sole 
trust on him “ who Ids own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree,” we feel 
the merit of Christ’s sacrificial death as 
precious, and as needful, as when we first 
believed. Un him alone we hang, and in 
him we live, moment by moment. Why, 
then, if we all believe that Jesus died in our 
stead, and rose again, should any one mem­
ber of our Hocks rest without a peace-giving 
application ol that blood which avails for a 
world of sinners ? Among the doctrines 
with which our very childhood has been fa­
miliar, is that of a divine witness of accep­
tance : O, let every one of us seek to walk 
continually in this light of the Lord ! As 
we adore the divine majesty, so let us extol 
the offices, of the Holy Ghost. And this, 
not in theory alone ; but by beseeching him 
daily and hourly to shed abroad the love ol 
God in our hearts, to end the dimness ol our 
doubt and fear, and brighten our twilight to 
perfect day. Eminent blessings, tbe fru it 
of richer unctions from above, were long re­
served for this Gospel dispensation. The 
Spirit was, indeed, from the beginning, “ the 
Lord and Giver of file.” By him, from the 
Father, through the Son, all grace has flowed 
to Adam and his posterity. Not only did 
he speak by the Prophets, hut he was de­
voutly recognised and invoked in the 
psalms, of the earlier church :—“ Cast me 
not away lrom thy presence ; and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me.” “ Teach me to 
do thy will ; for thou art my God : thy 
Spirit is good ; lead me into the land of up­
rightness.” But more than the saints of old 
knew, or were able to conceive, ts'included 
in the lulness of blessing which belongs to 
these latter days. All that the largest word 
of promise certifies is now ready for our 
faith ; ail that is toid in the primitive annals 
of Gospel grace may be repeated in our ex­
perience. There may be now “ floods oil 
the dry ground,” the streaming effusions 
which shall “satisfy our souls in drought,” 
—yea, “rivers ot living water,” to flow 
from every believer’s heart, refreshing and 
fertilising all around. The power of Jesus, 
the Redeemer and Advocate, is not impair­
ed. U lor its demonstrative tokens in every 
service ! Pentecost is not a word of the past 
only : why not expect its undimmed glory 
to appear in all our assemblies ? Why npt 
wait, in earnest supplication, till the Spirit, 
opening and applying the words of Jesus, 
shall speak in living power to the churches ? 
Then will strifes ot words puoS a why, and 
a hundred unprofitable controversies will be 
hushed. Yes, when the Holy One shall 
“ rend the heavens,” and draw near in his 
plenitude of grace, “the mountains” will

flow down at his presence, as when the 
melting fire burneih.” Let no man s heart 
fail him. Large as are the desires which 
our best prayers express, and larger the 
conceptions which glow, unuttered, in the 
aspiring soul, our Lord is “ able to do ex­
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh 
in us.”

That he who testifies our adoption, and 
regenerates our souls, can carry on and com­
plete the work of grace, we steadfastly be­
lieve. A full salvalton for all was the 
trumpet note of our father’s ministry; and, if

we cease to repeat that note,—still more, if 
we indulge the habit of disparaging a privi­
lege so high and blessed,—it may be pre­
dicted that God will raise up other witnesses ; I 
and, instead of flourishing churches, we shall 
but exhibit sepulchral memorials of life and j 
glory departed. If the profession ot entire i 
sanctification has been in some instances j 
but little commended by fruits of righteous- . 
ness, let us admonish -me at other with kind | 
fidelity, each one meanwhile watching with 
more jealousy over his own heart. ,ut let ' 
none of us grieve the “ Spirit of holiness,” 
either by questioning his power, or by 
slighting the promises of his indwelling, 1 
whicn alone effectually urge us to “cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the tiesti and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” ”

It may seem a trite remark, but it is not 
an unimportant one, that, in order to main­
tain the inward life of religion, we must de- 
ligently use the appointed ordinances, “ not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves toge­
ther, as the mariner of some is ; but exhort­
ing one another ; and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching.” Let it not be 
said that any Methodist family are content 
with one. public service on the Lord’s Day. 
Let not the weekly prayer-meeting be neg­
lected by any, nor the class-meeting account­
ed less valuable for the advanced Christian 
than for the new convert. In secret prayer, 
moreover, let each one daily seek au influ­
ence from above, to be diflused like holy in­
cense on all around. E -ell on ; is called to 
he a witness for God. The intelligent must 
consecrate their knowledge ; the affluent, 
their wealth. Such young people as pro­
mise hopefully for service in the church, 
(and many there are in every District.> 
should be encouraged and aided by direct 
attention from those who are comparatively 
mature in wisdom and grace. And, further, 
wc must seek to extend the work of God, 
not only in distant parts of the world, hut 
among the crowds near our own doors, if 
we neglect the calls to zealous activity, 
which are now waxing louder and louder, 
we shall prove that we are unworthy of an 
industrial spiritual ancestry ; nor can we 
calculate on retaining a position among the 
greatest evangelising agencies, merely by 
means of the well merited renown which our 
fathers won.

Our counsel is ever in season ; namely, 
that we carry our religion into every depart­
ment ol life ; that we conless Christ before 
men ; that, whether we “ eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever we do,” we “ do all to the glory 
of God.” In order to keep this great law of 
action, we must, at least, avoid tlint which is 
questionable, and •* abstain from all appear­
ance of evil.” II everything is to be done 
to the glory ol God, that which an enlight­
ened conscience cannot unfalteringly approve 
is, certainly, not to be done at all. Fly, 
then, from those transactions which are com­
mended only by a regard to your own gain, 
and which it taxes all your Ingenuity to 
reconcile with the golden rule. Forever re­
nounce those amusements which cannot be 
candidly vindicated, on obviously scriptural 
grounds, from the charge of conformity to 
the worltf. Permit not such occupations of 
time as can yield no solid or lasting advan­
tage ; since life is " swifter titan a weaver’s 
shuttle,” and it is most admonitory to re­
tied how small a portion of it is redeemable, 
even at the best, for its great end. As a 
general rule, take no step in any path where 
the weak brother may not safely follow. Be 
no parties to the license of modern days, 
which would throw down the venerable 
landmarks which divide the church from the 
world. To speak plainly : Let it never be 
said, that your families have been trained 
for worldly pleasure, for the theatre, for 
dancing assemblies, for games of hazard, by 
rudiments and lirst lessons in such gaieties 
tolerated at home. “ Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love ot the 
Father is not in him. Fur all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and I he lu»t ol 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not ol the 
Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; hut he 
that doeth the will of God abidelh forever.”*

When railed to suffer, remember your 
great Pattern and Forerunner. “It ye be 
reproached lor the name of Christ, happy 
are ve.” To deny ourselves,—to take up 
the cross,—to follow, though at a distance, 
the noble army of those who have “ resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin,—have not 
ceased lo be duties,notwithstanding all that a 
sell-indulging generation may plead. But, 
whatever the form of trial, let us take care 
that we do not, on the one hand, “ despise 
the chastening of the Lord,” nor, on the 
other, “ faint” under the stroke.

The great rule of action, already quoted, 
comprises the duties of Christian patriotism. 
Every suffrage, every position in municipal 
or yet higher councils, every service that 
can be rendered in the cause of social order 
and happiness, is to be hallowed to God's 
glory. It may suffice to refer, in a single 
sentence, to the recent maintenance of the 
Sabbath cause in Parliament. On this point 
there is much to encourage, hut much, also, 
to stimulate a watchlu! anxiety. We cannot 
but observe the disposition, ou the part of a 
vast multitude, to assault every sacred insti-

* The lollowing Resolution, unanimously a.loplcJ, 
expresses the solemn judgment ot our Assembly on 
Hie subject here introduced : —

•• t he Conie.envè has observed, with sincere regret, 
the existence, in some quarters, of a disposiiion to in 
dulse m and encourage amusements which It cannot 
regard as harmless or^allowabie. The obligation which 
rests on Cnrieturns to "do all to the glory of Ciod,' 
roust be held to extend even to their recreations ; and 
recreations which lead to association with the ungodly 
and promote a trilling spirit, which indispose persons 
,or uevolional exerciser, and do not harmonise with 
that use of * the word of God and prayer’ by which 
the social intercourse ot Christians should be hallowed, 
can never be salely or innocently followed by any who 
desire to 1 adorn the doctrine of Ood onr Saviour.’ It 
behoves all such to keep at the utmost distance from 
evil and to set an example which shall at once instruct 
and reprove the ungodly ; but this is never done when 
they approach as nearly ns possible to the fashions and 
practices of an evil world, instead of otieying the in­
junction to * come out from among them and be sepa 
rate.’ The original Rules of our Societies are express 
against such music and other diversions as do not 
accord with th-se general principles ; and subsequent 
regulations liave specified dancing as incompatible with 
Christian propriet;, The well-known Rule which for- 
bids the teaching of dancing in schools conducted by 
Methodists, proceeds upon the principle oi its nnlsw- 
fulneas, and was clcaily intended to condemn and pre 
vent file practice, not merely in schools and among 
pupils, hot among Methodists in genera]. To the views 
long since indicated, the Conference still entirely ad 
here» : and it affectionately entreats heads of families 
to regulate their households in accordance with them, 
and exhorts the younger members of Society not to be 
* conformed to this world to practise sell-denial in 
relation to every subject which demands it ; arid to 
watch against every practise, however fashionable or 
fascinating, which tends to lowei the tone ot devotions! 
feeling, or impair the influence of » Christian proles-

tution. Neither the altar nor the hearth i; 
uninvadeil. Let Christian men lie on the j 
alert. Their own manner of Sabbath-keep- ' 
ing will do much good or much evil. That 
perpetual ordinance is, certainly, not lower­
ed, but refined, exalted, and twice-blessed, 
by the free spirit of the gospel : it is, there­
fore, ever to be called “ a delight, the hoiy 
of the Lord, honourable.”

Since our last assembly, you have rejoiced 
over the restoration of peace to Europe, and 1 
have, doubtless, pondered the duties proper 
to so auspicious an occasion. We ask your 
interest and daily prayers ill behalf of those 
realms of the East which are opening to ' 
Christian exertion. Not only for the Mo- j 
hammedan nations, but for the adherents ol : 
fallen churches called Christian, and for the | 
long disinherited children of Abraham,( many 
of whom are dispersed over that part of the 
world on which we are glancing,) your sym­
pathies, efforts, and intercessions are re­
quired. This appeal is urged in the name 
of the Father and Redeemer of all, who is 
ready to “ justify the circumcision by faith, 
and uncircumcision through faith.”

You will join us in thanks to God for the 
returning prosperity with which he lias 
visited us, In various parts of the wide 
field we have had reviving visitations, arid 
precious sheaves have been gathered. While 
we hail these, let us pray for a continual 
reaping-lime. All who are newly found in 
Christ claim, meanwhile, a tender and watch­
ful interest. The lambs of the flock—in­
cluding thousands of little children, whom 
the Great Shepherd loves—are to “ feed 
alter their manner” in the pastures of truth 
Sunday-schools are to be most religiously 
maintained ; hut there must be more cate­
chetical work at home. An l , the
fallen, the mitguidvd, the backsliders,—a 
multitude now “scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd,”—are to be followed 
witli an undying zeal and compassion. “ Bre­
thren, if any of you do err lrom the tru th, 
and one convert him ; let him know, that be 
which canverteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.”

Methodism needs, lor its just development, 
a high spirituality ; and this, regarded aright, 
is among the reasons which commend i to 
our utmost esteem. But, not tbe less valu­
ing this form of Christianity, we rejoice to 
know that there is a real unity in the church 
ol God at large,—a unity of faith and love, 
tending to a concurrence of ctibrt, and thus 
showing that the Father hath sent Christ 

j trum above. “ As touching brotherly love,” 
says .St. Paul, most significantly, “ ye need 
uot that I write unto you : lor ye yourselves 
arc taught ol God to love one another.” Let 
us try to show that in this respect we arc 
actuated by the spirit of genuine Methodism; 
and, in particular, of that maxim of our 
fathers whieh, having taken the fie t of a 
lasting rule, binds us to be “ the friends ol 
all, the enemies of none.”

And now, in prospect of the labours of 
another year, let us hope humbly, “ pray 
without ceasing,” and resolve to give all our 
energy to ih.it cause of Christ which trans­
cends everything earthly as tar as eternity 
surpasses time. Ourselves, and our valued 
Leaders, Local Preachers, and other auxili­
aries, wc commend to your daily interces­
sions. Let us watch over every department 
confided to our care, but with special regard 
to congregations which need to be recruited 
and improved. “ He that is feeble shall be 
as David ; and the house of David shall be 
as God, as : he angel of the Lord before 
them.” Our resources are, perhaps, ampler 
than ever. At no period of the world’s 
history was a year, or a day, so important as 
now. Vast issues are impending. The 
powers of Leaven, earth and hell, are mar­
shalled far battle. Fear not, but lake the 
whole armour of God, and hasten to the 
field. Seize the winged moments. The 
nearing lights of eternity, clearer and broader 
than ever, arise on our view. Already wc 
join our glorified friends, and feel that Cltrisi 
hath “ reconciled things in heaven and tilings 
in earth.” “ Your fathers, where are they ? 
and the Prophets, do they live tor ever ?” 
No longer on earth, they stand betore the 
throne of Jesus, “ Their Lord and ours.” 
And if anything could dim the brightness ol 
their joy, or for a moment violate their deep 
sabbatical repose, it would he the thought of 
drawing back from the work they left behind. 
Think of them ; but, far more, think of One 
infinitely greater than they. Thus we shall 
find both stimulus and encouragement to con­
stancy. “ Seeing that we have a great 
High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let as hold fast our 
profession.” A little longer, and the conflict 
will be over. God forbid that any of us, 
that any of you, should fail of the grace of 
life eternal ! God forbid that any of our 
crowns should be tarnished 1 “ Look to
yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive 
a full reward.” “ And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ? Souls once lost are 
lost tor ever ; once landed ett the happy 
shore, for ever seenre beyond the reach of 
hell ! Because Jesus ever liveth, his faith­
ful, humble followers shall live also. One 
word, therefore, (the word of the last sur­
viving Apostle,) crowns and consummates 
all exhortation and appeal : “ And now, 
little children, abide in him ; that, when he 
shall appear, wc may have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

Signed, on behalf and by order oi the 
Conference.

Robert Young, President.
John Hannah, D.D.,Secretary.

A Constant Miracle.
The Bible itself is a standing and aston­

ishing miracle. Written, fragment by frag­
ment, throughout the course of fifteen cen­
turies, under different states of society and 
in different languagesby persons of the most 
opposite tempers, talents, and conditions, 
learned and unlearned, prince and peasant, 
bond and free ; cast in every form of in­
structive composition and good writing, his­
tory, prophecy, poetry, allegory, emblematic 
representation, judicious interpretation, libe­
ral statement, precept, example, proverbs, 
disquisition, epistle, sermon, prayer, in short, 
all rational shapes of human discourse, and 
treating, moreover, on subjects not obvious, 
b it most difficult—its authors are not found 
like other writers, contradicting one another 
upon the most ordinary matter of fact and 
opinion, but are at harmony upon the whole 
of their sublime and momentous scheme.— 
Profmor Alaclagan.

( FOR THE PROVINCI AL WESLEYAN .}

Widow of Nain’s Son.
“ And he said,* Yount; man, I sav unto thee Arise:' ! 

and he that was dead lose up, and began to speak ; and , 
he delivered him to his mother.”—fu> c t vin IV

The resurrection of J.iirus’s daughter, and 
of Lazarus, and the widow of Nain s son, | 
are all proofs that our Saviour had the j 
power ol raising the dead to lile again. St. 
Luke only of the tour Evangelists hath left i 
on record the remarkable miracle of the ■ 
widow of Nain's son ; and his account is j 
verj short. Before this time, Christ had 
worked some great miracles, and among 
them, at a marriage-supper he had turned 
water into wine, and bad cured the demon­
iac or lunatic son of a certain nobleman. In 
Galilee, he restored to perfect health a man 
afflicted with leprosy, and at Jerusalem more 
than one, having the distressing disease of 
the palsy.

Great was the lame of the Saviour now 
as a worker of miracles, and vast multitudes 
followed him to be relieved from their mala­
dies. Not long alter, curing the Centu- 
rian's servant at Capernaum, he walked 
from thence, as far as Nain. This town or 
city was about two miles lrom Mount Ta­
bor, and twelve from Capernaum. Along 
with him were the twelve disciples, the apos­
tles, with a great number of other people, 
lor it was now the height of bis ministry.

Just as Jesus was entering the town, they 
met a funeral procession coming out of its 
gates, the Jews not burying their dead in 
towns and cities, but at some distance lrom 
them. It was the funeral of a young man, 
the only son ol a lond mother who had al­
ready buried lier husband, and was now fol­
lowing to the grave, with mournful tears 
arid lamentations, her last hope on the earth 
—lier only consolation !

Mourning among the Jews on the death 
of their relations, was greatly indulged in. 
It was manifested by weeping, tearing their 
clothes, and smiting their breasts. They 
covered their faces, and abstained from all 
work, and even reading the law and saying 
their usual prayers. The time of mourning 
was gene tally seven days, and some times 
extended to thirty. Such customs were 
among their indications of sorrow on the 
mournful occasions.

Our Saviour was greatly moved with the 
affliction of the bereaved mother, and ap­
proaching, bid her, Be comforted, and leave 
off mourning, when the whole procession 
m xde a pause. Jesus then went up to the 
bier, a sort of coach, on which the dead was 
deposited. Laying his hand upon it, the 
Son ot God spake aloud with % voice ol au­
thority and majesty, *• Young man l say 
unto thee Arise.'1 Immediately the dead 
man, like on>' awakening from a deep slum­
ber, began to move, sat up on the bier, and 
talked to Jesus and bis friends who were 
accompanying him to his burial. Then the 
Saviourjdelivered him to l.is mother. What 
must have been the unspeakable joy of that 
stricken heart, and the tenderness with 
which she received her son brought to life 
again ! IVhat the a- tonishment and reve­
rence of all die people ! They glorified 
God at the sight of such a wonderful mira­
cle, and acknowledged that a great prophet 
had risen among them, after the spirit of 
prophecy and healing had been withdrawn 
so many hundred years.

The disciples of John the Baptist were 
astonished at this wonderful sight, and went 
to their master, then in prison, to inform 
him of these strange things, when he sent 
them back again to enquire of Jesus whe­
ther be was tbe Christ, or they were to 
look for another? They seem to have 
doubted, and many have wondered, if be 
really was the Messiah, why did he not 
work a miracle and set their master at liber­
ty. The raising of the widow of Nain's son 
from death, is a most remarkable instance of 
Christ's almighty power ; and we may look 
upon the miracle as an evidence of what he 
will do to all the slumbering dead at the last 
day. That awlul and final hour will surely 
come ; and then this same Jesus will de­
scend a second time to our world, but in a 
most glorious manner. Then lie will not 
raise one or two from their graves, but the 
millions now in their silent, resting abodes, 
and all who shall mingle with them in time 
to come.

That same Jesus who met the widow of 
Nain’s son dead, on his bier, and by a 
few words the young man came to life again 
—that same Jesus is now at the right hand 
of God. In the great day, by his powerful 
voice, he will awaken all—the pious to the 
resurrection of life,—but the wicked to the 
resurrection of condemnation. Solemn 
thought ! Robed in garments of glory and 
immortality, may we hasten with all the 
saints to meet our Judge in the air, and be 
forever with the Lord ! G. V. D.
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We Shall be Like Him.
And what pencil can sketch the features 

of this likeness ? We can only speak 
vaguely about it. Blessed are they who 
shall wear it ; and even they may be unable 
to describe it ; ay, and the tongue of angels 
may not be stocked with a sufficiency of 
epithets.

There is no doubt, however, that we shall 
be like Christ in mind. Our knowledge is 
at present limited and contused. There are 
murky shadows which float over the intel­
lect, and there are special forms of bias 
which delude and fascinate the heart. Our 
conceptions are unworthy of those noble ob­
jects about which they are formed ; and if a 
blush may cover the cheek of the redeemed, 
it will be excited by the memory of those 
low and limited views of Divine truth and 
glory which we occasionally cherished on 
earth. * * * * But we shall rise above the 
relative, into the region of the absolute and 
pure. Light direct from the throne shad 
pervade the mind, and, like the mists at 
sunrise, all shadows shall lade away and 
disappear : “ Now we know in part, and we 
prophesy in part. But when that which is 
perfect is come, then that wnich is in part 
shall be done away. For now we see 
through a glass, darkly ; but then face to 
face.” “ The new man,” put on by the be­
liever, “ is renewed in knowledge, after the 
image of Him who created him.” What 
lesson of sublimity may then be imparted ; 
what large and unanticipated conceptions of 
the divine nature and works, and of the 
vast and far-reaching relations of the econo­
my of grace !

And we shall also be like Him in heart, 
for our spiritual nature shall be perfected.

The last and loftiest attainments ol holiness 
shall be reached. Love shall hold an undi­
vided empire within us. What is foreign 
to our nature shall be taken out of it. and 
itself “ filled with all love of God.” bat- 
ever you venerate as holy or admire as 
good, shall lie concentrated in the per-on ot 
the glorified saint. Every grace in Christ'- 
heart shall have a reflection Of itself in the 
hearts of all his worshipping brethren. There 
shall be “ no mote conscience of sin a’I its 
forms and all the evils it has brought shall 
be forever done away. “ Tbe glory of God” 
now seen in the face of his Son Jesus Christ, 
shall then be seen also in tbe face ot all the 
members of the household. The perfection 
ot Christ shall distinguish every one of them ;

Whole No. 378.

On the Definition of the Word 
Christie.

Were any one to a?>k mv what an Admi­
ral, a General, or a Statesman was, l should 
rot think ol including in the definition any 
ol those properties which Ik*long lo all men 
as well as to them. I should not think it 
necessary to say ot any one ot these func­
tionaries, that he was a rational animal, 
that he was composed ot body and soul, that 
he had two legs, or two hands, or one head. 
My description would comprehend only those 
qualities by which lu was distinguished 
lrom others; taking it tor granted that he 
possessed all the qualities whicn are com­
mon to the species, and which belong to

for they “ shall be satisfied, when they awakev#man as man. So, in detin ing what a Uhris- 
with his likeness.*’ tian is, I would omit all those mere human

And lastly, wc shall be like Him in phy- virtues which a person may possess who is 
sical constitution. The brightness ot heaven not a Christian. Ot course no one who js 
does not oppress him, nor shall it dazzle us. 1 wanting in any of these can consistently bear 
Our humanity dies, indeed, and is devout- j that sacred name ; in the same way that a 
posed ; but when he appears, it shall be ! being who wanted either a body or a soul
raised and beautified. ; 1 filled to dwell in 
a region which “ flesh vid blood can not in­
herit.” Man has been made to dwell on 
earth, and on no other planet. If he is to 
see God and yet live, to serve him in a 
world where there is no night and no sleep, 
to worship him in company with angels which 
have not the clog of an animal frame, and, 
like them, to adore with continuous anthem 
and without exhaustion, then surely, his 
nature must be changed, for otherwise it 
would soon be overpowered by such splen­
dors, and would die of ecstasy amid such en­
joyments. The glory of heaven would spee­
dily become a delicious agony. But here is 
the blessed promise, “ The Lord Jesus shall 
change our vile bodies, and fashion them 
like unto his own glorious body.” There­
fore these bodies shall cease to be animal 
without ceasing to be human bodies, and they 
shall become “ spiritual” bodies, etlierealized 
vehicles for the pure spirit which shall be 
lodged within them. “ This corruptible 
must put on incorrupfion, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.” And thus, in 
our entire nature, “ we shall be like Him,” 
so like our illustrious Prototype, that none 
can mistake the family relation.— Kadie.

God in History,
It is because God is visible in History 

that its office is the nobles; except that of 
the poet. The poet is at once the interpre­
ter and the favorite of heaven. He catches 
the first beam of light that flows from its 
uncreated source, he repeats the message of 
the Infinite, without always being able to 
analyze it, and often without knowing how 
he received it, or why he was selected for 
its utterance. But history yields in dignity 
to him a loue, for it not only watches all the 
great encounters of life, but recalls what had 
vanished, and partaking of,a bliss like tine 
of creating, restores it to animated being.— 
The mineralogist takes special delight in 
contemplating the process of crystallization, 
as though he had caught nature at her work 
as a geometrician ; giving herself up to be 
gazed at without concealment, such as she 
appears in the very movement of notion.— 
But History, as she reclines in the lap of 
eternity, sees the mind of humanity itself 
engaged in formative efforts, constructing 
sciences, promulgating lews, organizing 
common wealths, and displaying its energies 
in the visible movement of its intelligences. 
Of all pursuits that require analysis, History 
therefore stands first, it is equal to philo­
sophy ; tor as certainly as the actual bodies 
forth the ideal, so certainly does history con­
tain philosophy, it is grander than the 
natural sciences ; for its study is man, the 
last work of creation, and the most perfect 
in its relation with the Infinite.—Bancroft.

Nazareth at the Present Day,
Without anything extraordinary about it, 

yet what charm does it not possess tor the 
pious pilgrim? Weary has been his day's 
ride ; the sun has overpowered him, and lie 
is well-nigh faint when the first view of 
Nazareth revives his drooping spirit. Ap­
proach it from where ytiu will, and you can 
not be disappointed. The eye rests not on 
Baalbec-like ruins, or Tyre-like devastation. 
No towering column greets the eye ; no 
fallen castle arrests the attention. Situate 
on the slopes of the hill, overlooking a small 
plain, mountain-locked on every side, so that 
you cannot see it till you are close to it, and 
stretching itself in clusters ol white-washed, 
flat terraced houses, in the form of a cres­
cent, is the exceedingly-interesting village 
of Nazareth. . . And this is Nazareth,
which gave a cognomen to him who is the 
universe. Could it he possible that this 
village should be so highly honored ; that 
he, unto whom the heavens are as a throne, 
and the earth a foot-stool, who rides in the 
clouds, and whose name is Jehovah, is called 
a “|NazafeneYes, this is Nazareth, 
sweet Nazareth, brightened for his sake with 
the visits of angels, and invested with the 
undying interest of having witnessed his 
presence, and been embalmed by hi ; prayer, 
— Sgria and the Syrians.

1 Jesus Wept.”
A grain of sand is a minute wonder ; a 

drop of water is a iittie world teeming with 
joyous life ; gold is wealth condensed ; a 
diamond is a fortune in a small space. This 
verse, the shortest in all the Bible, is a pre­
cious jewel in the casket of truth. Here is 
a volume in less than a line ; a world of 
heavenly truth in two short words. Here 
is wealth compressed into a minute form 
sympathy embraced in a single act ; riches 
ot grace and goodness, exhibited as a pearl 
of great price.

The glorious Son of God, “ in the days 
of his flesh,” sympathized with the sorrow­
ing, and wept with those that wept. The 
kind brother had been taken, and the gentle 
sisters mourned in disconsolate desolation. 
And though the Savior saw the approach- 
ing glories of a sudden, tri'qnpliant resurrec­
tion, yet under the delicate comminglings of 
pure sympathy and love he wept.

What a lesson is taught here and how 
consolatory to the heart amid tbe conflicts 
and trials of life. “ We have not a high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feel­
ing of our infirmities.” “ Jesus wept. ®t 
those sacred tears be as balm to wouuded 
and disconsolate hearts until tune thall be 
no more.—Texas Advocate,

could not be an Admiral, a General, or a 
j Statesman. A Christian is of course an 
j honest man and a decent liver. But these 
are no part ot his specific character. These 

| appertain not to the differentia rssentialis of 
a true disciple in the school ot Cbri. t. The 
graces which are peculiar to the Christian 

| are, like himself, signed with the sign ol the 
I Cross. They bear the marks of tire Lord 
) Jesus. They are unseen by the world, or 
j noticed only to provoke hostility and con- 
1 tempt. The Christian will otlen, indeed, 
attract applause by the display of virtues 
whieh the world itself admires. But that 
inward man, that crucifixion of the flesh, 
that dead ness to the pomp and pride of lile, 
that planting of the soul in the likeness ol 
Christ’s death ; in a word, that which is the 
essence of our calling, the badge ol our dis- 
eipleship, and which constitutes us Chris­
tians : this, as long as darkness is opposed 
to light, and hell to heaven, the world will 
hate and persecute to tbe utmost ol its pow­
er. “ It the world hate you,” says our 
blessed I»rd, “ ye know that it haled mo 
before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love Ins own : hut because 
ye are not of the world, hut 1 have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world 
batclli you.”

When is a Man Rich Enough.
XVhen a lad, an old gentleman took the 

trouble to leach me some little knowledge df 
the world. XVith this view I remember he 
one day asked me, “ when is a man rich 
enough ?” I replied, “ When he has a 
thousand pounds." He said, “ No.” “ Two 
thousand ?” “No.” “Ten thousand ?”
“ No.” “ A hundred thousand ?” which I 
thought would settle the business ; hilt he 
still continued to say no. 1 gave it up, and 
confessed 1 could not tell, hut begged that 
ho would inform roe. He gravely said, 
“ IVhen he has a little more than he has, and 
that is never ! If he acquires one thousand, 
he wishes to have two thousand, then five, 
then twenty, then fifty ; from that his riches 
would amount to a hundred thousand, and 
so on till he had grasped the whole world, 
alter which he would look about him, like 
Alexander, for other worlds to possess." 
Many a proof have I had of the old gentle­
man’s remarks since he made them to me, 
and I am happy to say, I have discovered 
the reason. Full enjoyment, full satisfaction 
to the mind of man, can only he found in 
possessing God, with all his infinite pet fac­
tions. It is only the Creator, and not the 
creature, that can satisfy,—Sunday School 
Magazine.

Adam Clarke on Dancing.
I long resisted all solicitations to this en­

joyment, 15ut at last allowed myself to he 
overcome. I grew passionately fond of it. 
And now I lost the spirit ol subordination, 
did not love work, imbibed a spirit ol idle­
ness, and, in short, drank in all the brain- 
sickening effluvia of pleasure. Dancing and 
company took the place of reading and study ; 
the authority of my parents was feared, hut 
not respected, and lew serious impressions 
could prevail in a mind imbued with frivoli­
ty. Yet I entered no disreputable assern 
bly, ami in no case kept improper company. 
Nevertheless, dancing was to me a pervert­
ing influence, art unmixed moral evil. 1 con­
sider it a branch of that worldly education 
which leads from heaven to earth, from 
things spiritual to things sensual, and from 
God to Satan. Let them plead lor it who 
will, 1 know it to be an evil and only evil. 
“ No man in his senses would dance,” said 
Cicero, a heathen. Shame, then, on those 
Christians who advocate a cause by which 
many sons have become profligate, and many 
daughters have been ruined !

Did he Die for Me ?
A little child sat quietly upon its mother’s 

lap. Its sotl blue fly es were looking earn­
estly into the lace which was beaming with 
love ami tenderm ss lor the cherished darl­
ing. The maternal lips were busy,with a 
story, the tones ot the voice were iow and 
serious lor the tale was oue of mingled sad­
ness and joy. Sometimes they scarcely rose 
above a whisper ; hut the listening babe 
caught every sound—the crimson deepened 
on its little cheek as the story went on in­
creasing in interest, tears gathered in its 
earnest eyes, and a low sob broke the still­
ness as its mother concluded. A moment 
and the ruby lips parted, and in tones made 
tremulous by eagerness, the child inquired.

“ Did lie die for tne, mamma ?”
“ Yes, my child, for you—for all
“ May I love Him always, mamma, and 

dearly too ?”
“ Yes, my darling; it was to win your 

love that He left bis bright and beautiful 
home.”

And He will lore me, mamma ; 1 know 
He will; He died for me ! When may I 
see Him’ iu his other home ?”

For these six thousand years; God has 
been multiplying pardons, and yet free grace 
is not tired—Christ undertook to satisfy, 
and he hath money enough to pay. It were 
folly to think that an emperor's revenue 
will not pay a beggar’s debt. Mercy is an 
ocean, ever-flowing, yet never lull.—The 
saints carry loads of experiences with 
them to heaven. Free grace can show you 
large accounts and a long hill cancelled by 
the blood of Christ.—Manton.
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