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and woman who works in an or-f-nnsprvp and transfer the value of the raw material that every mandttrxssmzz ;;; "

unionists in general who refuse to be treated as a ^ el(ljnents of production. They have simply mined by considering the prices which ,
commodity, much against their wishes. changed form. Formerly the value existed in the has to pay for the necessaries o i e.

This commodity (labor power) however is the raw materia| now they exist in the finished pro- 1 abor n° longe to be k W « d ^
most significant commodity on the capitalist market, ^ we saw in 0Ur first lesson that the capi- The peace treaty might as well have said that
i e., the brain and muscle power of the workers, who dofif, not eal,c t0 merely reproduce his constant street car was no onger o ic

of existence but the sale of beis e0ncerned about gettirfg a surplus streetcar,
their labor power to some master for a stipulated yalue He buys ]abor power to create new values. Because the chattel slave was mu , _ , \
sum. What the laborer sells is not his labor but his These n<$w values arc created by the laborer apply- was no money wage, it seemed as if none of h 
labor power vested in his body. The laborer’s body Ms ,abor power. Labor power reproduces not labor was paid. ,
i, the Storage tank of his only marketable com- 0||lv jh „hle bnt „ surplus value. Hecanse the serf worke,)I for «b. 1»^ °<J"

Th, aim „f capitalism is not use value, but sur- manor part of the time, « seemed as ,f he «as partly 
This commodity labor power is bought by the capi- Surplus value is unpaid labor. Sur- paid.

tati.t for the purpose of being consumed by bin, £ ^ »Jaai because o, the f.et that «he Beans, the wage slave g ts wages for b. labor 
The capitalist buys it at its market price, as he alist b the lise 0f labor power for a specified it seems ■ ;1 ' (Voi ni,

docs all Other commodities, and consumes it by « hours a day, whatever the case may "J„ worker"suppu,. himself
during eon- iLrde, t^^»

sumption ; labor power is active. The, are either bol. p„,r has been produced », just as eoa aud water a e Suppl,ed to the ,t,
consumed individually as are food, clothing, sheltei, . difference between value of the means ol engine an 01 0 1 * ■»
luxuries, or productive,, a, are raw materials, m.eh- ,„d power together aud the value C.h,

°' WZtatuT Ie as high ■ the total value standard of life determine, the wages." 
entirely out of existence and with them passes under capitalism, because we have seen The world over, we find when it becomes necr

When consumed productively their P^ 1 d u enters business solely to realize a essary for the wife or the wife and children to work
-X vaine Wage, appear on the surface to the in factories, it very soon become, nectary for 
worker as being fully paid or as the value of their them to do so to support the family. Pi of essor E.

, B ' .I tbp vaiue 0f the com- W. Bemis has called attention to the fact that in labor, but they are really^ ™the means the textile industries of Rhode Island and Eastern
But labor power has one quality, by which it ™01nee*’linger the prevailing conditions in Connecticut where the women and children work, 

differs from all pther commodities. When it is con- ' conntrv and this value (labor power) “the earnings of the entire famdy are no greater
sumed by the capitalist it does not merely produce the me;ms of subsistence vary. than in those trades where only the men work
other commodities, but reproduces itself. A part ‘ t jpreadiog aU over the capitalist In the textile towns of England and Scotland
of its product passes into the hands of the capitalist, lhe moveme nt spreaain y same conditions exist. If we cohid change the
?s token to the market and sold, and the money re- countries today to *e^dl2n L pr3 climatic conditions of Canada and live on rice we
ceived for it is used to buy new raw materials, mach- » pimes “ “ “ , business summary, ref err- would soon have rice wages. Tell me where living
inery, labor power and pay the individual expenses The ^Xork Inbune ^ is high and I will tel you where wages are high; or

of the capitalist. f dn°strv says. “Although manufacturers are loath where living is on, ere nages are •
That portion which is spent for the purchase of dustry^s;* • ^ .g spreading abroad Let me give a few facts in support of the above

labor power passes into the hands of the laborer commodity to come down in price statement. Rogers tells us during the 0 years
and is used by the laborer for the reproduction and that e Manufai;turers atm consider labor of 1800-1820 in London, wages were higher than
conservation of his labor power. The laborer buys ™ 'dRv _lthoT1„h certain high court deal- country wages, but then both were on the margin of
with his wages the necessaries of life, builds up ,® been made to tbe contrary. Through the existence. In a book, “A Criticism of Socialism m
new labor power, and offers it again to the same or » determined stand being made for New Zealand,’’ the writer gives a list of wages in
some other capitalist for renewed productive eon ountoythe will increase the effi- Denver, U.S.A., and New Zealand with the prices
sumptiom (In his earlier works Marx did not make me open s. oi, ' „ of necessaries of life, house rents, etc., and concludes
the distinction between labor and labor power. In cunc> 0 11 lll( “State that wages are lower in New Zealand than in Den-
his ‘ Poverty of Philosophy,’’ and “Wage labor and In the faking ^ ver, whRe living is higher in Denver. The only diff- .

double meaning which it Commissioner Cole I • > 1 erence is that there is not the wide gulf between
But in his great work fore the Massachusetts ( banner o om mechanic’s wages and the laborers’ wages in New -

describes the increasing willingness of labor to do ^ tMg being a r'e8ult 0f Aus­
tralia’s distance from the Old Country; unskilled 
labor was unable to pay the steamship passage, 
where America had a superabundance of unskilled 
labor with its European emigrants.

Gerber, “High Cost of Living’’ New York Book 
Co. 1915, (which is a book of confusion) gives us 

very good illustration of wages:

COMMODITY LABOR POWER.

have no other means

I

modity.

am

inery, or labor power.
When consumed individually, the commodities

pass
their value.
value is transferred into the finished product, into 
which their substance passes or in the production of 
which their «vu substance wears away e,g., mach­
inery.

Capital” it had the 
has in classic economy.
“Capital” Marx made the distinction clear and used
it as his basis of surplus value). Let us see how a full day’s labor:it as ms ortoi i n irn i t , v a workman (said an Italian
X^^XM-twer in foreman) y'o,, „ke pi* and dig ,, r„ smash 

the faetorv, transform, the raw material and m.eh- your head. Before, when to d ,o work the laborer 
inert- which have their exchange value (through the replied 'you shut up or 1 II smash you 
labor embodied in their production), transferred (Lit. Digest Nov. .10, 19-0).
into the finished commodity. All these materials, Some capitalists have a grasp of the wore ^
raw material, machinery, etc form the constant wages emg and al manager Chinese workman's wages are regulated by his nee-
capital of the capitalist. But this raw material, am 1 ' * . ... ■ “T)rAn essities and are extremely low. He gets 10 to 12
machinery of itself is unproductive. It cannot either of a large department! store, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ & day. Com,
produce commodities or reproduce itself. I.t cannot ers Lecor !1iattPr ;s the altered value of money pared with their purchasing power it will be found 
create new values, it lies inert, until the labor power real crux of the matter i , the alt?h„t it is about the same ns the purchasing power of 
of the worker touches it with its creative force. In The exchange value of scmces » mucl, thetoum:as ^ ^ by fln Ameriean worker.
order to secure this labor power, the capita ist ms ^rk in pxchange {or a weeka provisions, etc. “For instance, the cost at a night inn is one
to pay ont wages to the laborer. The am p d ^ ^ ^ of the money he reeeives is 0f no eon- cent in China: the same class of inn in America 
in wages represents the vaiue of his la P , ence it may be fiftv or it may be five pounds but costs 25 cents. American laborers’ wages at $1.50 a
other words wages represent on the ave , g h t ^ oxfihail Me for his weeks sustenance day gives G night’ lodging. The Chinaman can se-
costs to buy the necessaries of life to P ' thi,m reallv matters ” That is a good illustra- cure from 5 to 12 nights with his day’s pay. Ex-
energy labor power, to maintain the standard of -thing real 1> matters. amine the various Rems, and, with few exceptions,
life and bring up his children to take his p ace w ien ., ni„ t” of Nov 13th 1920, nc there is a striking similarity between the purchasing
h, dies -If. under the p,,,,,„«g cud,.,-, o, „=y Jn*». .Tuuderbid,’sud pewer-f , day's w.e, iu „,h ,the
COt2 Ly ttê l.wTw»Tl .he laborer .hat can while we insist that labor is a eommodi.y and money difference received .,-0„u„ to hem 25 „ 40

same

1 *Thus the


