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.The Shocking Practice of
the Child Widows of 

India of Hurling Them­
selves on the Burning Funeral 

Pyres of Their Husbands Has 
Broken Out Again, in Spite of 

the British Government’s Warnings.
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Zthe spirit of theLucknow, India. April 4. Hindu ^tnesee, o, the ,=t who. while ^solemn ton»^

HE British Government In India they took no pait. pp ’ 0 any At length the pyre was ready. Bearers
is much disturbed over the failure rlble rite, | ?rt tM the English brought the body of Chaudrul Mlsslr and
Of all Its efforts to stamp out the persons who did take par , laW It thereon, with his feet toward the

horrible Hindu practice of suttee—the burn- officials^ th® ° ® a taken wlth hia setting sun. for It was afternoon. Ram
t nrwiaow oD the ml pyre « w ^ a
„fSren“ w:r°;a to he =£tached » al^ldVem

Æ r tsrz ztsl ~ -
fate, that the officials believed there would while he st 11 lived. • ghe sands of villagers and countrymen. Their
he no further recurrence of the ancient ^ ^ dted .he ^ ^ cre. bodies swayed to and fro, and low moans

but now forbidden custom. Ztion As far as the officers could learn >an from woman to woman.
Yet, even while the guilty persons con- maUon. AsfaraB ,mmolate heraelL the drums, the cymbals, gongs and sacred 

occasion were appeal- no one urged ner . M ganks sat In a row near the pyre. All
ID ,aCt 'he nd;:: „anC,C;” the -re waiting for the widow of Chaud,hi

that her slight figure, all long to wait.

house, bathed and attired in her bridal 
robes, accompanied by two -tnalds, she 

Her face was radiant.
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together. Soon they were bnt ashes m!a- 
gled with the ashes of the pyre..

Now that this second Instance of suttee 
has come to light, when the English offi­
cials believed that the widely reported trial 

of those Implicated In the 
of Chandrhl Mlsslr 

the effect of wholly stamping

?! /x> "v\

mThe men with

Bected with that
ing to the courts, promising to renounce 
a religion which demanded such a sacrifice *>^6 pyre,
of life, another nidow aided by relative, suddenly rushed upon
and neighbor, of her ° t0 the scene. Those near her noticed that her
been sent by way of the * tnts wcre saturated with kerosene;
Join her husband In Paradise—as t {hat ghQ had tlghtly bound up her
belief of orthodox Hindus. lower Jaw, as though she were already a

It to not exactly known when the prac g Th|s wa3 probabiy for the reason
tice of suttee originated. It 1s mentioned feared that the agony of the
by Diodorus Siculus « ^JTndto lame, might caLe her to c/out lu spite 

when the Macedonians first entered India. her resolution.
To-day all the holy spots along the routes
of Hindu pilgrimages are dotted with little Garments Saturated With Ull. 
white pillars, each commemorating a Jn her cye3, according to the testimony,
•■Sati,” as the “good woman" and "faith- wag the baif.mad light of her resolve to as his mother, gave her his hand and
ful wife” to called who throws herself into )o,n her hasband ln tbe other world, where helped her mount the pyre. There she
the flames which consume the body of her he would stm be ber lord, and thus to es- stretched herself out beside her dead hue-

the disgrace which widowhood on band, her head beneath his shoulder, as 
The Emperor Akhar Is said to have pro- ea'rtb wonid bring to her among the Hindu became a humble wife,

hiblted auttee, but vainly. Not until the {anatlcg. All was now ready. The men with the
year 1829 did the English dare to Interfere without pausing for an Instant the child sacred Sanks blew a long note. The drums, 
with a religious rite so deeply footed. wldow ol cbunder Mookerjhar threw herself gongs and cymbals gave forth muffled
Then Sir William Bentinck declared those bes)de ber husband's corpse ln the midst sounds.

m and sentences
burning to death

From her would have 
out the practice, it Is not likely there 
will be any mitigation of those punish- 

The government has tesned orders 
Isolated Hindu communities are to beHy9She lookedcame.

like a young bride. The women on the hill­
side moaned again, but now there was a 

triumphant note in their lamentations. 
They bowed their heads toward the widow,

men ta.1 that
closely watched to guard against secret com­
missions of this demoralizing crime.

most shocking feature of this re­
ef the ancient rite Is that It

The
crudescence 
particularly menaces wives who are hard'# 
more than children—for marriages of Hind» 
girls at thirteen, twelve, and eleven years 
#f age, are not uncommon;

When tile husbands of these mere eh»» 
Bren die, the attitude of friends, relatives 
and neighbors toward the poor little wld. 
ows changes Immediately. Will they be 
"Satll" \rm they throw themselves lute 
the flames and thus prove themselves 
-good women” and “faithful wives.” or' 
will they accept the alternative of the low­
est form of degradation during all the

murmuring :
“Sati ! A good wife. Blessed is Chaud- 

rhl Mlsslr !•'
Juggernath Mlsslr, ns perfectly composed I !

X
11iead husband. cape

t

i*-'The women on the hillside waved
who assisted in the ceremony guilty of of the flames. as her oil-saturated gar- (heir bodies, bowing their heads low to-

' -culpable homicide." He lnforced the law ments biazed up she sprang to her feet for ward the pyre. Then the voice of the
so rigorously that only ln isolated com- aQ lnstant, raising her eyes heavenward, widow was heard softly calling to Jugger-
dunities and ln secret was the practice ,th

? V
years to come?

The young widow cannot fall to observe 
the looks of inquiry directed at her, the 
already growing coldness of even her near 
relatives. First, despair at her vision of 
the future assails her, then comes mad 
fanaticism for the old religion, and, unless 
restrained by those who fear the law of 
their English masters, she runs wildly to 
to the pyre where her husband’s body is 
being consumed an\l gives herself to the 
flames.

The British Government, striking at tht 
root of the matter, encourages the mis­
sionaries in their efforts to teach these 
Hindu fanatics that a good wife who be­
comes a widow through no fault of her 
own is as worthy of respect as any other 
woman and has the same right to continue 
an honored member of society. But these 
sporadic revivals of the practice of Suttie 
Indicate how difficult Is the task.

upraised, and then sank back nath lüssir: 
stifled and unconscious, soon to be only a

arms
“My son, since you are here and fear not 

the law. do your duty as becomes a falth-
Mcontinued.

It 1b known that in the year 1817, ln the ctnger.
Bengal presidency alone, 700 widows were At the very 
thus burned alive. ceremony was In progress the accessories Then Juggernath Mlsslr lighted some

This religious çustom does not force a to t^e suttee of CbaudrbI Mlsslr’s widow wheat stocks, and, having walked three
widow to die in the flames of her bus- a year before were appealing to the court times around the pyre, according to eus-

It never has been £or a mitigation of their prison sentence tom. applied the fire to the mouth of .he
The alterna- Qnd promising to frown upon the forbidden corpse. This failing to Ignite the pyre,

y Jugger- Juggernath Mlsslr called upon four good
Brahmlus to assist him in performing the

.* > % TSa imoment when this awful ful Hindu. u i
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band’s funeral pire, 
necessary to use compulsion.
tive—a miserable and degraded existence, practice thenceforth. They 
In which she was dispised by all—sent the catb Mlsslr, a son, sentenced to five years 
widow willingly to the flames. 0f rigorous imprisonment ; Balkishun Mis- "Hamad.

Dwarlca Mlsslr, Ram Charan Mlsslr, Facing the Setting Sun.
B—s, ^Hindus - rLe^'^ve^e^^ yo?n°ger Balk”

English ar,’e forbade it, 'Jjas strong J“" °" burned“«^“““aboTthe

recommended by public pinion ^ The testimony given In court covering th, took o£ WOTd dlpped ln
Rajputs especially as the only mean» or ae moBt mlnute details, showed this In- || hte„ tbem and placed them under
the widow's and her husband a happiness gtance of guttee to have been performed J Flames leaned un-
In the futore statê The primitive view wlth tbe most elaborate ceremony Chandrhl ^ joh)lnz thc 6moke 0f the Incense. 
»f the future life held by Hindus rega d MtsBlr was a high caste Brahmin, of In- The w|dow u stlll beslde the corpse of 
the dead as having the same needs as the fluence> llving ln the village of Sanchart, — .

He died and arrangements

were i§p-i
Wm
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Fl INow the drums, gongs and cymbals gaveliving.
This explains the difficulty the English 

government has ln stamping out the prac- & jjjjjajd 
tlce of suttee. . called' "Devi Sthan."

neav Benar.
made for the burning of his body on yorth tbclr full volume of sound. Notes 

the banks of a small river trom tbe Sank, responded through the 
glove. Every face upon the hillside was 

Under the direction of his eldest son, allgbt with religious ecstasy.
of his humble retainers As the flames reached the garments of

I mwere F■e on
*

when seven Hindus
sentenced to terms in prison for com- Juggernath, 

pi 1 city ln the burning alive with her hua- dyg ehaliow trenches in the form of a St. the wta0w, she began to writhe in agony 
band’s body of the young widow of Chau- Andrew’S cross and over this piled tlie gua<jenlyf wrapped ln flame, she stood up 
drhi Mlsslr, a rich merchant of Bombay, ^ the pjre. in the cutting of tbe
there had been no known Instances of this wood_wj1iC]l Is a part of the funeral cere- 
practice for several years.
little more than a week ago the Lucknow a9S\Bted. Being a 
officials learned that the forbidden practice bftd n0 axe his own. 
had Just claimed a widow, little more than carpenter of the village, lent him his. Many 

r a child, at Cawnpore. of the villagers assisted, too, while others
An Investigation proved that the report gathered about as spectators, 

was only too well founded.
pyre had been set up in a shallow chasm chaudrhi Mlsslr bathing ln the river the 
Jn an Ill-kept outlying street In which half- whisper ran from one to another :

„burnt sticks of wood still lay. The officers “Suttee ! Suttee ! The widow of Chaudrhi 
unable, in this Instance, to make any Mlsslr will be Sati !*’ 

arrests, for the reason that the names of The cremation, of a dead Brahmin was an 
those guilty of complicity were carefully ordinary occurrence, but Sancharl Village 
guarded by fanatic adhérente to the old had known no Suttee ln half a century.

Soon, while Juggernath Mlsslr continued to 
But It was proved that on the same pyre cut wood and arrange it upon the byre, hun- 

whose flames consumed the dead body of dreds were joining the crowd on the hill- 
a skilled laborer side. Volunteer musicians brought their

Until a year ago,
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Suddenly, a mony—Juggernath Mlsslr, the eldest son,
Brahmin gentleman he 

Ram Lai Barhi, a X
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When the villagers saw the widow ofThe funeral
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religion. V./■/// \ià ■>fZChonder Mookezjhar,
of Cawnpore, his flfteen-year-old widow drams, cymbals and gongs. Other, brought 
Tohmtnxllj gave np her life. There were the sacred Sank, or shells upon which to
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*« FUfiefal Fyre of a Rich hmdu, Like That on Which 
the Widow of Chaudrhi Missir Was Burned ir-live 

With her Husband’s Body.
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roaring furnace. All
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cymbals the crowd could he and

and the two seemed to dissolve
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Some Valuable Hints for the Nursery.mm
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ready plenty of hot water, in case a bath 
may be required. In this disease delay mayI Û: 3, ;

*■*
j* WICE cooked meat should never be 
1 given to children.

Remember the younger the child 1s when mean death. .
. “nv UlneM-above all, an infectious If the nursery Is kept too close and hot g 
he gets any ' danger. Keep all when the children are playlug the pores of
"'“f"8-tbe * , h , all infectious dis- the skin are kept too open', and therefore the
" long °as yl polhl'v ST

When putting baby to bed see that his going Into- cold air 
entirely covered with the bed- room.

the chance of being A few grains of permanganate of potasn 
condemned by dissolved ln a little water makes a strong 

children to sleep disinfectant and deodorizer for the sick­
room It may also be used as a month-

-------------------------------------------------------- on. . , . . . . waab and gargle In eases of diphtheria, etc.
Children should have at least twelve Always wash baby's mouth and guips

for the Burning Alive of the widow of a Hindu Working Msh-On TS..X^rS,p^£TZ"ii'-ÏBS 

Such a Fvfe the lS-Yeaf-Old Widow of Ghundet Mookef jhaf Died in the names „ great deal toward keeping them wlth wblcb ao many poor babies are
V ,, _ ^ hrioht and healthy. troubled when their mouths are not keptAt Cawnpore a Month Ago. « L attack Of croup 1> threatened, have perfectly clean.
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, or even into a colderIlfpiB P4P * -1 - r $ssâ

m r
” '-f? Wy>.m w face to not

clothe,, or he will run 
choked. Feather beds are 
doctors as unhealthy, for
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