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Tne Last of the The dnnouncement of the death

of OArthur  Orton, otberwise
chbome Clatmant, kuown ds the Tichborne Claim-
recalls’ the very general interest whick the
liborne case excited some twenty-five yeats ago.
Roger  Charles Tichborne, who was the eldest

1 of a wealthy  Hampshire family and heir to an
cstate of abeut 42,000,000, had led a wild lifé apd
15 finally sent away by His family to South
merica. In 1854 He sailed from Rio Janeiro to New
Vork, and as the ship on'which he sailed was sub-
juently reported Jost with all on board,Sir Roger's
other Alfred succeeded to the estate, "His mother,
wever, pould never be convinced that her son was
dead. - She advertised for him for years, and
in 1865 received a letter from Wagga Wagga, Aus-
tralia, purporting to be from the missing Sir Roger.
She sent the writer money, and soon after the fam-
ous ** Claimant'’ & 1 spite of the faét that
the man bore little or wo fenmbhm either physi-
cally or intellectudlly to the real Sir Roger, Lady
Tichborne welcomied him as her son and 'the preten-
sions of the ‘' Claimant" were credited by many,
The possessor of the estate, however, declared {hat
the claimant was Arthur Orton, a butcher of
Wapping, Bast London, Orton brought suit
in  the . Coust
possession, ‘of ' the estate, hut lost his case, the
jury returging a verdiék of ‘' Not proved.' In'this
t he swore that he was Sir Roger Tichborne, and

h( was sdb 1y pr ted for perjury in the
Court of Qneen s Bench After a prolonged tial he
s convidted and sentenced to fourteen years im-

pr wnment. After his réleased heé came to this
country on a lecturing tour, which proved unsuc-
cessful. _He returned to England, and_in 1895 He
published a sworn statement, in which. he confessed
he was Arthur Orton; the youngest son of a Wap-
ping buteher. He told how he met in  Australia one
Dick Sladé,  who had lived near the Tichborne estate
in Hampshire.” Slade ‘had seen: inan Australian
paper one of the advertiséments of 'Lady Tichborne
cgarding her som.  He called Orton s attention to
this adverti t, and incidentally gave him a
greit deal of “information sbouf the Tichborne
family. . It was this meeting with Slade that laid
the <>undltion of the famous Tichborne *claimant’
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eat Beitad Mr. Balfour’s speech delivered

- ‘“» in the Imperial House of Com-
mons on Tuesday. last, dealing
will the situstion'in, Chlm, had been anticipated’
with mueh”interest. | Tu enumerating the conces:
sions obtainédl by Great Britain My, Balfosir said
that assurance had’ beeri received that the regioh of
the Vang: Tse-Kiang should not be alienatéd by any
foriign power, that the Successor of Sir Robert Hart,
a the direétor of the Chinese imperial maritimie

oms, is to be an Englishman and that the ships
of all nations are to have access to the inland waters
of China. - In addition e\fourth concession had but
feeently been obtained, nymely,the opening of three,

tew Lreaty ports, Funing,\Vochau snd ChinWang, .

Mr. Balfour expressed theé belief that neither Russin:
nor Germany Wad any {rtention of depriving Great
Brit norlnyofh«tmzyﬂ‘ﬁull Chind, and in
telerence to railronds by Germany in
Chinese territory, Mr. Balfour said that, wieréver
they were construéted fhe fesult must be beneficial
0 Gritish comiiierce. M“.o“ o ‘h‘w
ton of Poft. Arthur by: Russia, Great Britain has
«d Wei-Hal-Wel.  Me,. Balfour intimated that
0 offer had béen made to the Russians, that, if they .
Would abstaim from taking  Post - Arthur, Great:

Britain wonld give a pledge to. take no port.on the -
G PeChivkdse But that offer was not

d aceg

of  Comimon  Pless . Jfor 'the

ation as to demmhmw catses, and 'as MY, Fiéldin
iﬂt{nutedinhhlpmh if_ the year hadptbved tot"

essenger < Visitor.
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that Great Britain would hold hersell free to safe-
guard her interests, and since that time a lease has
been obtained of Wei-Hai-Wei on the same terms as
those on which Russia secured Port Arthur.  Wei-
Hai-Wei, it will be remembered, is the strongly
fortified port now held by Japan as a guarantée of
the payment of the war indemnity By China. It is
to be presumed that Japan would much preferto
surrender the port into British' hands than to permit
its occupation by any other power. Relative to the
security of the future, Mr. Balfour said it could not
be deniéd that the indications were that China
might collapse, and with further decay, fragments
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surplus for the current year of $550,000.  In
this estimate he allows for the extra Yukon expendi-
tare, for account of a vigorous policy by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, for additional interest on the
public debt, and for additional outlay for éxtefision
of the Intercolonial Railway to = Montreal.
A statement of the position of the national debt
showed that last year it had been increased by $3.-
041,000, and on June 3o last stood at $260,568,000.
The estimated capital expenditure for the current
year, ending June 3o, 1898, was $7,506,000. De-
ducting from this $2,300,000 for sinking fund and
the esti d surplus of $550,000, it left the esti-

wight be snapped up by various powers. . But it
would be a mistake to allow Great Britain's policy
to be governed by remote contingencies, adding :
**We desire to maintain the integfity of China as
far as possible, but it must be recollected 'that the
future will probably have strange surprises in’store.
I believe the time may come when the gu-t com-
mereial powers will join in an alliance to prevent
China falling a prey to suy exclusive influence, and
I am convinced that Great Britain, by continuing
_her. present unselfish policy of opening to all what
she secures for herseif, will build up in Europe, and
not the least in America, a body of public interna-
tional opinion which will’ be more powerful than
any hasty action Great Britain might ttkenﬂu
present moment.”’
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Mr. Fielding’s The Finance Minister of Canada
e delivered ‘his budget speech in

Bodget " Speec the House of Commons on Wed-
.nesday lagt. . The delivery of the bucget speech is
always one of the grand occasions of  a parliament-
ary ‘session, and Mr. Fielding’s exposition of the
Dominion’s financial situation had been auticipated
with ‘at least the wusual interest. ' The '‘present
Finance Minister stands well with Hhis own'party
and with the country geserally. “He'has & good

record ‘and is gemerally regarded "as 4 man whose

ability and political virtue qualify him to rank with
the best men who have preceded him mtheimport
ant office which he now occnpies. Fortune has been
kind to Mr. Fielding this year. The crops have
‘been good, the prices of the country’s chief exports
‘have been better than fotwmettmeput.thevol

 fiscal ' year at

rated increase in the debt for the current
$4. 500,000, For the fiscal
year beginning ~June 3o, 1808, and ending
June 3o, 1899, Mr. Fielding estimated the
receipts on account of consolidated fund at $40,500,-
000, and the expenditure at $39,124,000, an esti-
mated surplus  of $1,376,000. The .expenditure
included two new items of $396,000 for Yukon and
$660,000 for operating the extension of the Interco-

lonial ‘Railway to Montreal. Without these the
expenditure woulld be $38,068,000, or about the
same as for the current year. In proofl of
the ncreasing prosperity of the comntry, Mr.

Pleldla. referred  to the increased amount of
deposits in the chartered banks and the Government
savings bank, the increase in the earnings of the
great mailway lines of Canada, the advance of stocks
and securities and the incre in.«the vol of
trade. The trade returns for the last fiscal year show
an increase in imports of over $8,000,600 and in
exports of $16,000,000, the lafgest volume of exports
in the history of the country. The returns for the
qgh; months, udmg Feb, 28, of the current year,

show an increase over the same period of the previ-
mywofom’xz.ooo,ooom imports and$§26, 500,000
in exports, | Few changes in the tariff are proposed
in the resolutions submitted with the speech. The
‘more important of these have reference to tobacco
duties-which it is proposed to make more eqtiable
by Tevying the duties sccording to a standard of
weight which ‘makes allowance for moisture—and
to sugar duties, which it is proposed to amend 30 as
to discriminate in favor of the produét of the West

Indies. =This proposal, if carried out, will give the
West, Indian article, produced from sugar cane, ‘con-

umeoftndchumcreuedwdh q ;the
Finance Minister’s hopes and optimistic predictions
have been “somewhat more than realized.” As a
matter of fadt neither ‘Mr. Fielding nor his' Govern-
ment can do much in, the way of contmﬂmg the
.weather, making the haryest bountemuormdeter
mining the prices of exports. On the other hand,
if the harvest had been poor, the volume of exports
small and the prices low,all this might happen with
the 'best Government in the world, and it would be:,
most unfair to hold the FPinance Minister mpcnible.
for ‘the results. < But gevernments aré apt 'to be
Judged targely by results, without ninch diseritin-

be an unfavorable ope,his political opyongt.p wmld
~not have been disposed to make much allowance. for

that fact, whet they come to consider the Imhl
“isitustion as revealed by the budget speech.  The
~aocounts for the year ending June 30, 1897, showed

‘a defiéit of $519,000, which m‘mutt- hlhd,

Wd with $19,478,000 last year ; :
$8,000,000,  compared . with $9,170,000  last. year.

of 1§10, stotal revenue
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iderable advantage over the sugar beet produét of
Europe.
4 * R
. —The Chinese are said to be complaining that
Eurvzpean Governments have appropriated the best
harbors of the country to such an exfent that for a
nnmber of warships which China is having built for
sherself. abroad no harbor is to be found. However
that may be, it dppears doubtful whether the integ-
rity of the Chinese Empire can longer be preserved.
Thie nations of Burope are beginming to assert their
claims to “gpheres of ihfluence’’ in that part of the
‘have done in Africa. The policy of
e deoe
u < 0|
the 'add.mm ,Genuuvy ::d Frange, who
to compete mﬁ?ﬂll{‘ wltol:
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